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November  and December Dates: 

 Nov. 19 Gospel of Mark Study Group 

 Nov. 20 Vestry Meeting  

 Nov. 22  Thanksgiving Day 

 Nov. 25  Adult Forum 

 Dec. 1  St. Nicholas Party   

 Dec.  8  Advent Quiet Morning 

 Dec. 9   Adult Education 

 Dec. 20  Blue Christmas 
 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

 Jan. 6  Confirmation Meeting  

 Jan. 6  Epiphany Potluck Sunday 

From Our Rector... 

Dear Friends, 

As we move rapidly to 

the Thanksgiving holi-

day and then on to the 

season of Advent fol-

lowed by our celebration 

of Christmas, I commend 

to you the events, cele-

brations and gatherings 

that you will find de-

tailed in this newsletter.   

have sorrows that make 

celebrating feel like a 

chore or otherwise be-

yond our reach.  As an 

offering of prayer that 

aims to capture some of 

those feelings, we are 

having a “Blue Christ-

mas” service on Thurs-

day, December 20th  at 

7:00 pm.  This service 

 

As we take time to re-

flect on the gifts we 

have been given, I give 

thanks to God for you, 

and for the community 

of St. George’s. 

 

Blessings, 
Connie+ 

 

 

Advent and Christmas 

are a rich time in our life 

together as we wait for 

and celebrate the light of 

Christ come into the 

world, I pray for you a 

prayerful season of prep-

aration during Advent, 

and a meaningful cele-

bration of Christmas. 

Blue Christmas Service—Thursday, December 20 at 7:00 

The longest night of the 

year comes shortly be-

fore Christmas, and for 

some of us, the holiday 

season feels like one 

very long night.  We are 

often told we should feel 

joyful and happy as we 

celebrate Christmas, yet 

some of us have experi-

enced personal losses or 

will be offered in part-

nership with Trinity 

Moravian Church and 

will be held at St. 

George’s. Feel free to 

invite anyone you 

know who might ap-

preciate this service; 

all are welcome. 

 

 

Advent Quiet Morning—Saturday, December 8 

An Advent Quiet Morn-

ing is being offered on 

Saturday December 8.  

This is an opportunity 

to take some time out in 

what is often a very 

busy and even chaotic 

season.  The Quiet 

Morning is a time 

apart, a time to step out 

of the noise and to 

breathe in the gifts of 

the Advent Season – a 

time of waiting, of antici-

pation, of appreciating 

the dark  as we look to 

the coming light of 

Christ. The Quiet Morn-

ing begins at 8:45 am 

and ends at noon on De-

cember 8, and all are 

welcome.  There is a 

sign up sheet on the 

church bulletin board, 

or email Connie+ at 

rector 

@stgeo.comcastbiz.net 

if you would like to 

participate. 

mailto:rector@stgeo.comcastbiz.net
mailto:rector@stgeo.comcastbiz.net
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We still need the congrega-

tions help with the follow-

ing items on the schedule 

below.  Please participate 

when and where you can: 

 Sunday, November 18  

5pm - 7pm - Focused con-

versation with current and 

previous St. George’s Ves-

try Members - potluck din-

ner 

 Sunday, December 2  

after 10 am service - Fo-

cused conversation with 

Retired/55+ parishioners 

 Sunday, January 13 

after 10 am service - Fo-

cused conversation about 

Worship with all parish 

members 

 Saturday, February 2 

- Visioning Retreat (2-3 

hours)  We are seeking 

volunteers, we need you! 

Come help read through 

the information and com-

ments that we have gath-

ered. Help develop a list of 

suggestions to share with 

the parish at the Annual 

Meeting.  Contact anyone 

on the Visioning Team to 

express your interest! 

    Sunday, February 3 

Annual meeting - Report 

to Parish. Thank you,  

Roy Peterson 

 The visioning process con-

tinues and the Visioning 

Team (Mary Frances 

Bruce, Roy Peterson, Jo-

ann Prosser, Jeffrey Wil-

liams, and Rev. Connie 

Reinhardt) is at work lead-

ing focused conversations.  

In weeks to come we will 

analyze data at the conclu-

sion of focused conversa-

tions; organize data into 

possible priorities for hon-

ing with parish input; 

work on discussion to hold 

at all parish meeting to get 

input on priorities to focus 

on; and create an action 

plan based on the focused 

priorities.   

Compassionate Listening 

Dear St. George’s friends, 

Would you like to listen 

more deeply to others? Do 

you struggle to listen 

when someone doesn’t 

share your point of view? 

Join me for a 3 ½ hour 

workshop at St. George’s 

where you’ll learn the 

core practices of Compas-

sionate Listening. These 

practices will help you 

build understanding and 

trust in any relationship, 

whether at home, at work 

or in the wider communi-

ty. The listening model 

we’ll practice is taught by 

the Compassionate Lis-

tening Project, an organi-

zation involved in peace-

building efforts in the US 

and abroad. I was recent-

ly trained as a Compas-

sionate Listening Facilita-

tor and will be leading the 

event. 

Workshop details: 

The workshop will take 

place on January 12th, 

2019. You can arrive at 

St. George’s at 8:30am for 

some tea and coffee. We’ll 

get started at 9am. After 

the workshop you’ll be in-

vited to share food and 

fellowship in Miller Hall. 

We’re asking for a contri-

bution of $20 per person 

and will need at least 10 

participants. The work-

shop is open to the wider 

community, so feel free to 

spread the word to anyone 

you think might be inter-

ested. Please let us know 

if you need financial assis-

tance to attend since we 

want to make sure pay-

ment isn’t a barrier for 

anyone. 

I’ve shared the workshop 

details, but I’d also like 

to tell you why this work 

feels so important and 

timely to me. The follow-

ing is the story of how I 

became involved with 

Compassionate Listen-

ing. 

Rewind to January 

2016, soon after the 

presidential election: 

I was returning home 

from work on a long metro 

ride thinking about the 

divides in our country. My 

social media pages were 

bursting with angry posts 

about all things political, 

and I was witnessing 

friends deleting friends  

(continued on pg. 4) 
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                  Christmas 2018 
                       at St. George’s,  Glenn Dale 

 

 

 
Monday, December 24: 5 p.m. Family Service with Pageant 

This service includes a Christmas pageant led by our young people, followed by Holy Com-

munion. Come for a wonderful celebration of the magic and mystery of Christmas. 
 

 

Monday, December 24: 9:30 pm Special Music and 

10:00 p.m. Festive Eucharist 
This is a more traditional service with singing and a festive reception afterwards. Plan to ar-

rive at 9:30 for special music offered by the choir, followed by the service at 10:00.  Come 

and celebrate the mystery and joy of Jesus’ birth.  Joy to the world!  

 

Tuesday, December 25: Christmas Day 9:00 a.m. Eucharist 
Come celebrate the Incarnation with singing and Holy Communion on Christmas Day. 

 

Sunday, December 30: The First Sunday of Christmas 8 & 10 am 
8:00 Quiet Eucharist  

10:00 am Christmas Lessons and Carols: a service with scripture readings, poetry,  

and Christmas hymns, with Holy Communion 

 

 

http://www.christart.com/clipart/download/1773/
http://www.christart.com/clipart/download/1773/
http://www.christart.com/clipart/download/1773/
http://www.christart.com/clipart/download/1773/
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one affirms the promises 

made by one’s parents 

and godparents at bap-

tism if you grew up in the 

Episcopal Church.  But 

really, it is the opportuni-

ty to explore your faith, 

wonder about God, learn 

more about yourself and 

each other, ask questions, 

and along the way get to 

know more about the bi-

ble, prayer, the church, 

etc.  Any adult or teenag-

er in high school or above 

If you would like to be 

part of the 2019 Confir-

mation Class, your op-

portunity is coming!  

There will be a meeting 

of anyone interested in 

Confirmation on Sun-

day, January 6 following 

the 10:00 service. Offi-

cially, the rite of Confir-

mation is the process by 

which one formally be-

comes an Episcopalian if 

you come from another 

tradition, and it is how  

is invited to the informa-

tional meeting on Janu-

ary 6.   If you are inter-

ested in participating or 

have any questions, 

please speak with Con-

nie+.  The day and time of 

class will be determined 

by this year’s participants 

in consultation with the 

rector.  Class will begin in 

January and finish with 

the service of Confirma-

tion at the National Ca-

thedral mid-May. 

Informational Meeting on Confirmation—January 6 

Compassionate Listening (cont.) 

from their accounts. At 

first glance many of these 

divides seemed political. 

They were about what “I” 

or “we” believe pitted 

against what “you” or 

“they” believe. But, as my 

metro ride continued, this 

reasoning didn’t fully sat-

isfy me. What’s the 

source? I kept asking my-

self. Why are friends that 

have known each other for 

years not speaking to one 

another over this election? 

Why does it seem impossi-

ble to have a meaningful 

dialogue around the is-

sues that divide us? As I 

continued to think about 

this, I began to realize 

that, at a deeper level 

than I had ever known, 

people weren’t feeling 

heard. And because they 

weren’t feeling heard they 

weren’t able to hear. And 

because no one was listen-

ing, conflicts escalated. 

At the time leading up to 

this internal conversa-

tion, I supposed that plac-

ing people who voted for 

Donald Trump and people 

who voted for Hillary 

Clinton into separate cat-

egories with nothing in 

common was a safe bet. 

By doing this, I didn’t 

have to put myself in the 

vulnerable place of listen-

ing to someone else with 

views that might make 

my skin crawl. I also did-

n’t have to question my 

assumptions about them 

as a person. Besides, to 

listen to someone with 

“those beliefs” might 

seem like giving in. It 

might seem like a com-

promise. It might seem 

like turning my back on 

my core values. Yet, in 

that moment on the met-

ro with pain in my heart 

stemming from our com-

munal pain as a country, 

I realized that I wanted to 

find a way to listen better  
without doing any of 

those things. The thought 

made my stomach jump, 

because I knew that this 

might be one of the hard-

est things I could do. 

Why? Because, plain and 

simple, I was afraid. I 

was afraid of what I 

might learn about myself. 

I was afraid to come into  

contact with someone I  

perceived as so different 

than me. I was afraid 

that listening would be 

too hard, I was afraid my 

listening wouldn’t be ade-

quate. I was afraid of not 

being in control. I was 

afraid of being vulnera-

ble.  

Now, people have always 

said to me that I’m a good 

listener. But, in this mo-

ment I began to think of 

all the opportunities to 

listen where I hadn’t done 

so. Especially when it 

may have been the most 

crucial- where there was  

(continued on pg. 5) 

...people weren’t 

feeling heard. 

And because they 

weren’t feeling 

heard they 

weren’t able to 

hear. And because 

no one was 

listening, conflicts 

escalated. 
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We don’t need to 

agree, but it can 

help for us to see 

and hear each 

other. These skills 

are applicable in 

any setting- at 

home, at work, in 

relationships and 

in communities.  

 Compassionate Listening (cont.) 

I nearly dropped my 

phone. This was an or-

ganization devoted to lis-

tening training and peace 

building work in the US 

and abroad.  

Fast forward to 2018. Af-

ter a trip to the west 

coast to become trained in 

Compassionate Listening, 

and after a year and a 

half of mentoring, I’m 

now a Compassionate Lis-

tening Facilitator. My 

aim is to bring this form 

of listening to as many 

places as possible because 

I do believe that we can 

learn to better listen to 

one another. We don’t 

need to agree, but it can 

help for us to see and 

conflict. This showed up  

in all areas of my life- 

with family, at work, in 

my core relationships, in 

brief interactions with 

strangers.  

Where does one go in 

times like these, when one 

realizes the inadequacy of 

one’s own knowledge and 

abilities? Why, the inter-

net! I googled the words 

“listening project.” It was 

a stream of consciousness 

search, but I figured that 

the collective “hive mind” 

would lead me somewhere 

helpful. The search imme-

diately turned up the 

website for an organiza-

tion called the Compas-

sionate Listening Project. 

hear each other. These 

skills are applicable in 

any setting- at home, at 

work, in relationships 

and in communities. 

They’ve improved my life, 

and I’ve come to realize 

that I don’t need to do 

anything other than pass 

along what I’ve learned to 

make some sort of differ-

ence. That, and continu-

ing to practice listening in 

my own life. 

So now you know the per-

sonal journey that led to 

this invitation. The work-

shop is only an introduc-

tion, but I believe it 

shares some powerful 

tools.    
Sarah O'Brien 

Beginning in December 

the 9:00 Adult Education 

class will have a three 

session journey on the 

Purpose of Christmas led 

by Jeffrey Williams.  Us-

ing a video-based study 

material from the teach-

ing of Luke we will learn 

about the three purposes 

of Christmas.  Christmas 

is a Time for Celebration, 

a Time for Salvation and 

a Time for Reconciliation.  

You will discover why 

Christmas is God’s idea 

and why Jesus is 

the greatest gift 

God gave to the 

world.  Classes 

will be held on 

Dec 2, 9, and 16 

everyone is wel-

comed. 

December 9—Adult Education—The Purpose of Christmas 

Advent Materials for You 

This year St George’s is 

offering everyone a new 

way to celebrate the Ad-

vent Season with a daily 

devotion booklet titled, 

The Christmas Code.  By 

spending only a few 

minutes each day for 25 

days, The Christmas 

Code is a small booklet 

that leads you on a devo-

tional journey up until 

Christmas Day.  Each 

reading includes a Scrip-

ture verse, a devotional 

thought, a Code Word, 

and a prayer.  The Code 

Words serve to help un-

lock the blessings of each 

reading.  You can write 

them down; keep them 

with you to ponder 

throughout the day and 

make the daily prayer 

part of your own walk 

with Christ.  The book-

lets will be available 

starting Nov 25 in the 

narthex.  Please take one 

and enjoy a fresh, new 

way to engage the Christ 

of Christmas this season. 
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school year began, com-

pared to approximately 

6700 during the entire 

2017-2018 school year. 

Not surprisingly, many of 

the children are arriving 

from Central American 

countries, particularly 

Honduras, but children 

have also come from the 

Caribbean, Africa, and 

the Philippines. The cold 

winter weather we experi-

ence in this area will be 

new for many of them. 

You can help support 

these children by contrib-

uting coats and jackets, 

new or gently used and 

clean, as well as hats, 

scarves, and gloves. The 

In recent years, St 

George’s has support-

ed the International Stu-

dent Counseling Office 

(ISCO) of the Prince 

George’s County School 

System by collecting 

warm clothing for newly 

arrived immigrant and 

refugee children who do 

not have clothing appro-

priate for our winter 

weather.  

The ISCO reports that 

they are experiencing a 

large increase in newly 

arrived children this year, 

as well as many transfer 

students. ISCO has regis-

tered approximately 3800 

new students since the 

ISCO would particularly 

appreciate coats and jack-

ets for middle school and 

high school age children 

(up through adult size 

medium), but they need 

items for younger chil-

dren as well. Donations 

should be placed in the 

bin in the narthex.  

The ISCO also welcomes 

Target gift cards which 

they will use to purchase 

other items students 

need, such as boots, 

socks, and uniforms. Last 

year when we delivered a 

bundle of gift cards, the 

staff excitedly started 

telling us how they would  

(continued on pg. 7) 

Epiphany.  We celebrate 

the arrival of the Magi to 

see the child Jesus and 

bring him gifts; this is the 

official end of the twelve-

day season of Christmas 

and the start of the sea-

Come celebrate the sea-

son of light with a St. 

George’s potluck!  Eve-

ryone is invited to come at 

5 pm on Sunday, January 

6 for a gathering of fellow-

ship on the day of the 

son of Epiphany.  And it 

is also an opportunity to 

get together with friends 

and enjoy a meal togeth-

er.  Bring a dish to share 

and come join the festivi-

ties.  

Epiphany Potluck Sunday—January 6 at 5 pm 

Warm Clothing Drive 

...appreciate coats 

and jackets for 

middle school and 

high school age 

children  

 

...also welcomes 

Target gift cards  

Participate in the Annual St. George’s Christmas Pageant! 

It is the tradition of St. 

George’s to celebrate 

Christmas Eve with a 

pageant led by our chil-

dren and young people.  

The pageant will be per-

formed during the family 

service at 5 pm on Mon-

day, December 24.  Partic-

ipants in the pageant 

should plan to arrive ear-

ly.  Children of all ages 

are invited to take 

part and we will 

need older youth for 

speaking parts.  The 

rehearsal schedule 

will be determined at 

a later date.  Speak 

to Jen Matson if you 

would like to participate. 
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With a program 

like Warm 

Nights, there are 

so many 

opportunities to 

be involved, and 

we want to thank 

everyone who 

stepped up... 

Warm Nights Wrap Up 

Partlow’s Girl Scout 

Troop 6486 which meets 

here on Monday night. 

Also, Ingrid Charlton’s 

troop which meets on 

Thursday night, the mid-

dle school Sunday School 

class of Jen Matson, and 

Emma’s students in the 

CHARIS program fur-

nished some of the food, 

and did the serving on 

three other nights.  Addi-

tionally, some members of 

the Teen Group set up the 

beds, and cooked and 

served meals on different 

nights. And one night, a 

very helpful young lady 

dished out ice cream to 

the diners.  

Several of our guests 

were families with young 

Thank you to the many 

members of the parish 

who worked together to 

make Warm Nights a suc-

cess again this year. With 

your help, we were able to 

provide a warm bed, and 

3 meals a day to a total of 

about 40 guests this year. 

Some of our guests stayed 

with us for the entire 

week, and others stayed 

only one or two nights, 

but they were all exposed 

to the special brand of 

hospitality that is St. 

George’s.  

A number of our dinners 

were cooked and/or served 

by the young people in the 

parish. We were fortunate 

to have a meal completely 

provided by Carla 

children, and a number of 

us had the opportunity to 

spend some time playing 

games and doing puzzles 

with them. We had a lot 

of fun ! 

With a program like 

Warm Nights, there are 

so many opportunities to 

be involved, and we want 

to thank everyone who 

stepped up to fill the 

needs. From buying food 

to spending the night, 

and all the tasks in be-

tween, they are all neces-

sary for Warm Nights to 

be successful. Thank you 

again for another exam-

ple of your caring gener-

osity! 

Peggy Alexander 

As you plan your Christ-

mas or year-end giving, 

please remember St. 

George’s. Although regu-

lar pledges make up the 

bulk of our income 

(roughly 75%), we also 

count on special dona-

tions around major feast 

days like Easter and 

Christmas. If you make a 

special donation, please 

make sure it says 

“Christmas” in the memo 

line. Many thanks. 

Special Donations for Christmas 

Warm Clothing Drive (cont.) 

be able to use the cards 

to help a family who had 

just registered the day 

before. Target gift cards 

will be available for pur-

chase during coffee hour 

throughout this drive; 

purchasing the cards di-

rectly from St. George's 

benefits both the children 

and our parish. Gift cards 

should be given to Randy 

or Donna Haselton.  

Please bring your dona-

tions to church anytime 

during the month of No-

vember, but remember 

that many students are 

already here and cold 

weather is 

fast ap-

proaching. 

Thank you 

for helping 

us support 

these chil-

dren! 
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 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s is to 

build a Christian      community 

of love and    support that ac-

tively seeks and includes all 

people.   

We commit ourselves to spiritu-

al growth through worship and 

education that empowers us to 

follow Christ’s example in the 

world. 

S t .  George’s  Episcopal  Church  

P.O. Box 188 

7010 Glenn Dale Rd. 

Glenn Dale, Md 20769 

Phone: 301-262-3285 

Email: office@stgeo.comcastbiz.net 

Website: stgeorgesglenndale.org/ 

 Who was Saint Nicholas? Nicholas was born during the third century A.D., and became Bishop of Myra 

(in what is now Turkey) at a young age. There are many stories about his generosity, his love for chil-

dren, and his care for those in need.  Today he may be the patron 

saint of more causes than any other saint, in particular children, 

sailors, and prisoners.  

St. Nicholas Day is observed on December 6 on the church calendar, 

and that means…it’s time for a party! 
 

The annual St. Nicholas party will be held on Saturday, December 

1, from 4:00.until 7:00.  This is a long tradition at St George’s, and 

is always a wonderful time of fun, food, and fellowship for all ages, 

not just kids.  
 

We will make St. Nicholas themed crafts and decorate a Christmas 

tree, while munching cookies and sipping hot chocolate. Pizza and 

salad will be provided for dinner.   
 

Perhaps there will be a surprise visit by Bishop Nicholas himself! 
 

If you plan to attend, please sign up on the board in the narthex.   
 

While there is no charge to attend the party, please consider bringing winter scarves, hats or gloves to be 

given to children and teenagers. 

St. Nicholas Party—Saturday, December 1 


