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January Dates: 

 28  - Pizza Party 

 

Reminder: 

One Service on February 

4th at 9:00 am followed by 

the Annual Parish Meeting 

 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

   Feb 4: Annual Parish 

 Meeting 

 Feb 10: Annual Mardi  

 Gras Party 

 Feb 14: Ash Wednesday 

 

 

Letter from the Rector 

The 2018 Mardi Gras Party is Coming! 

The next most im-

portant thing is to in-

vite others to come – 

this is a great event to 

ask friends, family, or 

neighbors to attend.  

Also, and something 

you can do in conjunc-

tion with attending 

the event, consider do-

nating items for the 

auction or asking oth-

ers to donate. Finally, 

you can volunteer to 

help with decorating 

home from the hospi-

tal.  As she claims this 

story as her own, she 

also claims other sto-

ries that she places 

herself in – whether 

she was actually there 

or not.  One example is 

her saying to me,  

“When mommy was 

born you and I went to 

the hospital to bring 

her home and I held 

her hand in the car all 

the way home.”  

As I explained to her 

that not only was she 

February 10th will be 

here before you know it 

and St. George‘s needs 

you to participate in 

our annual Mardi Gras 

Party!  There are sev-

eral things you can do 

to help with this annu-

al St. George’s event.   

The most important 

thing to do is to attend 

the party and silent 

auction from 6 pm – 10 

pm on Saturday night 

February 10th, 2018.  

Dear Friends, 

I am constantly learn-

ing from my four year 

old as she encounters 

the world and process-

es all that she is figur-

ing out.  One of the 

things I am paying at-

tention to recently 

with Keelyn is her abil-

ity to put herself in the 

stories she hears.   

She has been particu-

larly interested in the 

past several months in 

hearing the story of the 

day we brought her 

and set up, with clean 

up, or with the auction 

itself. Helping out is a 

great way to get in-

volved and have a good 

time while you’re at it!  

The Silent Auction  

Please consider making 

something (such as a 

craft item), donating a 

service or making 

something to order 

(such as lessons like 

knitting or music; 

not born yet when 

Mommy was a baby, 

she told me is this:  

“But it’s the story I 

have in my head.” 

I have been reflecting 

on this as a spiritual 

insight for us.  Part of 

our faith journey is to 

understand Jesus’ sto-

ry as the story we have 

in our heads and in our 

hearts.  In part, our 

connection with Jesus 

comes in our ability to 
put ourselves into his 
(continued on Pg. 2) 
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Adult Education Series on Anxiety 

couraged for the Lord 

your God will be with 

you wherever you go." 

Anxiety robs us of our 

ability to serve the Lord 

with gladness, with joy, 

with enthusiasm.  Anxi-

ety steals our light, 

steals our 'saltiness", 

steals our ability to 

stand out as disciples of 

Jesus.  

How many of us have 

experienced Anxiety and 

its related effects, i.e., 

fear, anger tension, lack 

of joy, happiness, vitali-

ty, courage, diminished 

discipleship? We are in-

structed in Joshua 

1:9:  "Have I not com-

manded you?  Be strong 

and courageous.  Do not 

be afraid, do not be dis-

Carolyn Lassiter will be 

offering an Adult Educa-

tion program during 

January entitled: ANXI-

ETY:  Turn THAT 

Switch Off!  Turn our 

LIGHT On! The Forum 

will meet at 9:00 am on 

Sunday mornings, Janu-

ary 7th, January 14th, 

and January 21st. 

(continued on Pg. 4) 

 

story and see ourselves 
as part of his story. 

In thinking about this in 

this season of Epiphany, 

what then might be the 

invitation?  Can we see 

ourselves as one of the 

visitors from the east 

who visits this child Je-

sus and brings him gifts?  

Can we imagine our-

selves as someone who 

was there that day when 

Jesus was baptized at 

the Jordan River?  Or as 

one Jesus invited to 

come and follow him?    

This ability to put our-

selves in Jesus’ story 

helps us to know him 

better and make a deep-

er connection with him.  

I hope that you will take 

a moment during Epiph-

any, this season of light, 

to think of one of the 

gospel stories we hear 

and imagine your place 

in that story.  For Jesus’ 

story is the story we are 

to have in our heads and 

in our hearts. 
 

Blessings, 

Connie+ 
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Reflections on the Vestry Experience at St. George’s 

I have formed close 

relationships with 

my Vestry brothers 

and sisters….Those 

relationships have 

helped fortify me in 

many ways. 

very direct way during 

the vestry meeting with 

her. I have now met 

with the bishop twice as 

a vestry member and 

remain in awe of her 

kind and loving ap-

proach. 

I've formed close rela-

tionships with my vestry 

brothers and sisters, 

some of whom I didn't 

really know until we be-

gan working together. 

Those relationships have 

helped fortify me in 

many ways. 

If you have never at-

tended vestry meetings 

you are always welcome 

and I think you would be 

as impressed as I am 

with the way the vestry 

discusses issues and re-

solves problems. There 

is true affection and 

willingness to find a 

middle way during those 

rare moments when we 

disagree. We get a varie-

ty of viewpoints but al-

ways expressed with re-

spect for other opinions. 

It's the most effective 

decision-making I've 

seen in many years 

attending meetings 

of all sorts. 

As we look ahead to the 

Annual Meeting and Ves-

try elections, it seems like 

a great time to offer this 

reflection, reprinted from 

The Wider Circle in Jan-

uary 2016. 

As I finish my second 

term on vestry at St 

Georges, I'm finding it 

interesting to look back 

at the experience and 

what I've learned. 

When I came to St. 

George’s, I told Connie+ 

that I didn't want to do 

any volunteer activities 

for at least the first year. 

I had come off vestry and 

finance duties at my last 

parish, and for a number 

of reasons I was feeling 

burned out. I agreed to 

be on vestry in this par-

ish a little after my one 

year restriction expired, 

so I was new to the par-

ish and not sure what to 

expect. 

I can honestly say that 

these four years have 

enriched my experience 

in the parish and helped 

me grow. It ended up be-

ing a difficult time for 

me, as Keith's death be-

fore my first year ended 

really drained my energy 

and focus. 

But I also had the expe-

rience of meeting with 

the bishop only a few 

weeks after Keith was 

buried, and experiencing 

her pastoral care in a 

While there are morn-

ings when I just don't 

want to get up and come 

in to serve as vestry per-

son on duty (VPOD) or 

evenings when it's hard 

to fit in a meeting 

around other responsi-

bilities, I've found in the 

end I always feel better 

for having been engaged 

in those activities. I may 

not love making the cof-

fee, but I do love greet-

ing people from the eight 

and 10 o'clock services, 

talking to the kids, and 

enjoying our always joy-

ful Sunday mornings. 

I can say genuinely that 

if I could run again for 

vestry I would do so. 

Since I can't, I want to 

encourage you to consid-

er it. I know it's an expe-

rience that will enrich 

your life in many ways. 

And your service on ves-

try will enrich the par-

ish. 

Thanks so much for al-

lowing me to represent 

you for the past four 

years. 

- Mary Frances Bruce 
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PG County School 

System (is serving) 

children from 

Central America, 

Syria, and 

Afghanistan 

Warm Clothing Drive 

ia, and Afghanistan. In 

addition, Target gift 

cards totaling $425 were 

donated! The school sys-

tem will use these cards 

to purchase other items 

new students might 

need, such as boots, 

socks, and uniforms.  

We visited the Interna-

tional Student Counsel-

ing Office several times 

in November and De-

cember to deliver this 

year’s collection; each 

time, staff members ex-

pressed profound appre-

ciation and immediately 

started identifying stu-

dents and/or families our 

Many thanks to every-

one who contributed to 

this year’s Warm Cloth-

ing Drive! As usual, St 

Georgians answered the 

call and were wonderful-

ly generous. A total of 31 

coats, 10 sweaters and 

fleece tops, and approxi-

mately 125 hats, scarves, 

and gloves were do-

nated to help the 

Prince George’s Coun-

ty School System 

meet the needs of im-

migrant and refugee 

children arriving in 

our area from such 

far off places such as 

Central America, Syr-

donations could help. 

There is no doubt we are 

helping to fill a real 

need. Thank you for sup-

porting this effort! 

The formal drive is over 

until next year but the 

school system will gladly 

accept donations at any 

time, so if Santa brought 

someone in your house-

hold a new coat or jack-

et, you don’t need to 

wait until next year to 

donate the item it’s re-

placing. Items should be 

given to Randy or Donna 

Haselton  

Adult Education Series (cont.) 

and what are some key 

instances/situations in 

the Bible.  What were 

key factors with the in-

credible results 

3.  How do we strengthen 

our relationship with Je-

sus?  How do we learn to 

Turn Our Light On? How 

do we build our 

The anxiety topics are 

broken into the three ses-

sions as follows: 

1:  Dissect Anxiety, de-

fine it, what it looks like, 

how it affects us, interac-

tive sharing of some of 

our anxiety examples. 

2.  Anxiety Warriors in 

the Bible:  who, where 

trust?  How can we in-

crease our joy, our hap-

piness, our courage and 

grow in our disciple-

ship?  

Please join us beginning 

Sunday, January 7th for 

the first session! 

- Carolyn Lassiter 

(Continued from Pg. 2) 

St. George’s Annual Meeting — February 4th 

elect new Vestry mem-

bers (see Vestry Reflec-

tions November & Janu-

ary WC). And we will 

offer sincere thanks to 

outgoing vestry mem-

bers. Please put this 

St. George's will hold our 

Annual Meeting on Feb-

ruary 4th following the 

one 9:00 am service that 

day.  At the meeting, we 

will take up the business 

of the church. We will 

date on your calendar, 

and plan to attend thi 

very important annual 

meeting. 
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We look forward to 

seeing you at this 

year’s biggest 

fundraiser — and 

a really wonderful 

party! 

Upcoming Sunday School Dates 

Mardi Gras (cont’d) 

2/9/18, the night before 

the party, or on Satur-

day 2/10/18 (the day of 

the event) between 12 

noon and 4 pm.   

The Dinner & Theme 

Besides the exciting 

things to bid on at the 

silent auction, there will 

be a wonderful dinner! 

There will be music! 

There will be costumes! 

(You need to wear one to 

make this part happen).  

The theme for the 2018 

Mardi Gras will be an-

nounced on Sunday Jan-

uary 14, 2018 so as to 

give everyone time to 

plan their costumes. 

There will be babysitting 

available for children, so 

there is no reason not to 

come! 

baked goods, a portrait 

sitting, a tour of an in-

teresting place you are 

knowledgeable about) or 

creating a gift basket of 

food and/or gift items. If 

you work someplace or 

volunteer with an organ-

ization that would be 

willing to donate an item 

for the auction, please 

ask them on behalf of St. 

George‘s and thank them 

for their generosity! Pop-

ular items in years past 

have been tickets to 

sporting events and arts 

performances, films or 

the theatre.  Gift certifi-

cates to restaurants are 

always a top draw as are 

weekend getaways at 

nearby hotels or resort 

properties. Think of ask-

ing your hairstylist or 

massage therapist if 

they would be willing to 

donate a coupon for a 

haircut or massage. The 

only way to find out if 

they will donate is to ask 

them…don‘t be shy! All 

items you or others do-

nate are tax deductible 

to the value of the item. 

Any auction items can be 

dropped off at the church 

on Friday evening 

students in age-

appropriate explorations 

of the Christian life using  

“Living the Good News” 

Curriculum. Upcoming 

Tickets 

Advance tickets for 

adults are $28.00 and 

will be on sale starting 

Sunday, January 21, 

2018! They can also be 

purchased at the door 

for $35.00. The tickets 

for young adults 11 – 20 

are $18 in advance and 

$25 at the door.  Chil-

dren 10 years and under 

are free – tickets re-

quired so we can plan for 

food needed.  

We look forward to see-

ing you all at this year‘s 

biggest fundraising 

event and a really won-

derful party! 

-Roy Peterson 

 

(continued from Pg. 1) 

dates include: Janu-

ary 21st, February 

11th and 25th, and 

March 4th and 

18th.  

Sunday School  classes 

are offered to children at 

St. George’s ages 3 

through high school. Vol-

unteer teachers engage 
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 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

 
Save the Date!  

Mardi Gras Party 
February 10th 6 to 10 pm 
Tickets will be on sale January 21st 


