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December Dates: 
 

 9: Advent Quiet Morn 

 9, 17, 31 Adult Ed 

 17: Sunday School 

 21: Blue Christmas 

 Service 

 24: 8:00 am Service,  

5:00 pm  Family service, 

9:30 pm, Special Music, 

10:00 pm Festive Service 

 25: 9:00 am Eucharist 

 31: 8:00 am Quiet  

Service, 10:00 am Christ-

mas Lessons & Carols 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

   Jan. 7  Confirmation 

Informational Mtg. 

Christmas 2017 at St. George’s 

 

Sunday December 24:  8:00 am service ONLY  

to celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

Sunday, December 24: 5 p.m. Family Service with Pageant 

This service includes a Christmas pageant led by our young people, followed 

Holy Communion. Come for a wonderful celebration of the magic  

and mystery of Christmas. 

 

Sunday, December 24: 9:30 pm Special Music and 

10:00 p.m. Festive Eucharist 

This is a more traditional service with singing and a festive reception after-

wards. Come at 9:30 for special music offered by the choir, or at 10:00 for 

the official start of the service.  Come and celebrate the mystery and joy of 

Jesus’ birth.  Joy to the world!  

 
Monday, December 25: Christmas Day 9:00 a.m. Eucharist 

Come celebrate the Incarnation with singing and Holy Communion on 

Christmas Day. 

 
Sunday, December 31: The First Sunday of Christmas 8 & 10 am 

8:00 Quiet Eucharist  

10:00 am Christmas Lessons and Carols: a service with scripture readings, 

poetry, and Christmas hymns, with Holy Communion  

http://www.christart.com/clipart/download/1773/
http://www.christart.com/clipart/download/1773/
http://www.christart.com/clipart/download/1773/
http://www.christart.com/clipart/download/1773/


Letter from the Rector  

Page 2 The Wider  Ci rc le   

The Wider Circle 

Published monthly by 

St. George’s  

Episcopal Church 

Glenn Dale Parish 

P.O. Box 188 

7010 Glenn Dale Road 

Glenn Dale, Maryland  

20769 
 

301-262-3285  

(voice/TTY) 

302-262-0666 (fax) 

office@ 

stgeo.comcastbiz.net 
 

Website: 

stgeorgesglenndale.org  

 The Rt. Rev.  

Mariann Budde,  

Bishop of Washington 

 

The Rev.  

Connie Reinhardt,  

Rector 

 

Send submissions to: 

The Rector, 

rector@ 

stgeo.comcastbiz.net 

Anne Rouse, editor 

office@ 

stgeo.comcastbiz.net  
 

Glenn Dale Parish 

Vestry 
 

Roy Peterson, 

Senior Warden  

Dan Ryan, 

Junior Warden 
 

Ingrid Charlton 

Diane Clark  

Charlotte Colvin 

Tim  Dangel 

Mark Fehling 

Michael Mangiapane 

Jay Tobias 
 

Lee Rowe, 

Clerk  

Mary Frances Bruce,  

Treasurer  

Ed Neuschler,  

Bookkeeper  

Mary Rogers,  

Convention Delegate  

Karen Horrocks,  

Alternate  

ing into 2018, so if you 

have fallen behind on 

your pledge, any effort to 

catch up would be much 

appreciated. 

Special Donations for 

Christmas: As you plan 

your Christmas or year-

end giving, please remem-

ber St. George’s. Although 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Current Year: As of the 

end of November, our 

pledge revenue for this 

year was about ten thou-

sand dollars short of (year

-to-date) budget. This will 

put St. George’s in a diffi-

cult financial position go-

regular pledges make up 

the bulk of our income 

(roughly 75%), we also 

count on special dona-

tions around major feast 

days like Easter and 

Christmas. If you make a 

special donation, please 

make sure it says 

“Christmas” in the memo 

line. Thank you!  

When we Advent-

observing Christians are 

asked this question, the 

obvious answer is: we are 

waiting, this Advent, for 

the birth of Jesus.  To 

which a natural follow-up 

question might be: how is 

it that we wait for some-

thing that has already 

happened? 

This is a fair question, 

one that points to a para-

dox of our tradition and 

the way we observe the 

Christian calendar.  We 

could call this way as if.  

During Advent, we are to 

wait—to live as if the 

child Jesus has not yet 

been born; though he was 

born over two thousand 

years ago.  Between Good 

Friday and Easter, we are 

“Therefore, beloved, while 

you are waiting for these 

things, strive to be found 

by our Lord at peace.” 2 
Peter 3:14 

Dear Friends, 

What are you waiting for? 

This is a question that 

can mean different 

things.  It is sometimes 

asked as an impetus to 

take action—what are 

you waiting for?  Stop 

waiting and move!  It is 

sometimes asked out of 

straightforward curiosity, 

for instance when one 

happens upon a long line 

and wonders what those 

in it might be waiting for.  

It is sometimes asked 

more personally—what 

are you, in particular, 

waiting for in your life 

right now? 

to wait—to live as if 

Christ has not yet risen, 

though he did.  At Pente-

cost, we are to wait—to 

live as if Jesus has not 

yet sent us the Holy Spir-

it, though he already did.   

Our tradition calls us to 

wait—to live—holding 

two things together: the 

already and the not yet.  

Jesus is already born, but 

his reign has not yet fully 

come.  And so, we wait. 

I consider this holding 

the paradox, as well as 

the waiting, to be a spir-

itual practice. During the 

season of Advent, I notice 

all the ways in which it 

feels like Jesus has not 

been born at all, as I look  

(continues on Pg. 5) 

Giving Updates: Current Year and upcoming for Christmas 



Page 3 Volume 15  Number  12  

Vestry Reflections 

As the Father has  

loved me, so have 

I loved you. 

Remain in my 

love. 

devotional purposes. The 

candles may be blue, pur-

ple, or lavender, depend-

ing on local custom. Some 

Advent wreaths include a 

white candle in the center 

known as the "Christ 

Candle," which is lit on 

Christmas Eve. 

In preparation for this 

reflection on the meaning 

of the weeks of Advent, I 

came across this descrip-

tion which put the season 

into a meaningful dynam-

ic for me.  The candle of 

the first week of Advent 

is a candle of hope. The 

week’s flame reminds us 

of the hope that came to 

this world when Jesus 

was born and his pres-

ence with us. Jesus said 

“I came so that everyone 

would have life, life in all 

its fullness. “   The candle 

of the second week of Ad-

vent is a candle of peace. 

The flame of the candle 

During Advent, as we 

wait to celebrate Jesus’ 

birth and prepare for the 

coming of Christ, I look 

past the consumer world 

to what God is getting 

ready to share with us: 

the birth of His son Jesus 

Christ. And as he pre-

pares us for the season 

interpret his words and 

share all the joy, hope, 

peace, and love that 

comes with believing in 

the reason for the season.  

The Advent wreath is one 

visible symbol of the sea-

son.  The Advent Wreath, 

as defined by the episco-

palchurch.org, is a circle 

of greenery, marked by 

four candles that repre-

sent the four Sundays of 

the season of Advent. An 

additional candle is lit as 

each new Sunday is cele-

brated in Advent. Advent 

wreaths are used both in 

churches and in homes for 

reminds us of the peace 

that Jesus brings into 

this world and his pres-

ence with us. Jesus said 

“27 I give you peace, the 

kind of peace that only I 

can give. It isn’t like the 

peace that this world can 

give. So don’t be worried 

or afraid.”  The candle of 

the third week of Advent 

is a candle of joy. Today 

the flame of this candle 

reminds us of the joy that 

Jesus brings into this 

world and his presence 

with us. Jesus said “Until 

now you have not asked 

for anything in my name. 

Ask and you will receive, 

so that your joy may be 

complete.”  The candle of 

the fourth week of Advent 

is a candle of love. The 

flame of this candle re-

minds us of the love that 

came to this world when 

Jesus was born and his 

presence with us. Jesus 

said “As the Father has 

Blue Christmas Service — Thursday, December 21st @7pm 

beyond our reach.  As an 

offering of prayer that 

aims to capture some of 

those feelings, we are hav-

ing a “Blue Christmas” 

service on Thursday, De-

cember 21 at 7:00 pm.  

This service will be of-

fered in partnership with 

Trinity Moravian Church 

and will be held at St. 

George’s. All are welcome. 

December 21 is the long-

est night of the year, and 

for some of us, the holiday 

season feels like one very 

long night.  We are often 

told we should feel joyful 

and happy as we celebrate 

Christmas, yet some of us 

have experienced personal 

losses or have sorrows 

that make celebrating feel 

like a chore or otherwise 
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an opportunity to 

explore your faith, 

to wonder about 

God, to learn more 

about yourself and 

each other...  

with me will be Tim Dan-

gel who is also rotating 

off.  Here at St. George’s, 

no vestry member can 

stay on the vestry longer 

than 4 years (two 2-year 

terms) without taking a 

break.  We want to help 

make sure that those who 

serve on the vestry don’t 

suffer from burn-out.  I 

have loved every minute 

of the time I’ve served on 

the vestry. 

Do you feel called to con-

sider Vestry service but 

are perhaps intimidated 

because you’re not sure 

what to expect?  You 

might be wondering “Why 

would I want to serve?”  I 

know that it is important 

for a vestry member to 

have a willingness to go 

outside your comfort zone 

and see the church in a 

larger framework.  There 

is a component of Vestry 

service that is getting  

(continues on page 6) 

Outreach and Social Justice Committee 

breakfast, lunch and din-

ner, as well as a place to 

sleep for about 29 guests 

per night. Warm Nights 

was a mission commit-

ment that encompassed 

the entire parish and be-

yond. When all was said 

and done, close to 100 peo-

ple helped to make Warm 

Nights a reality. The 

youngest contributors 

were the children in the 

elementary Sunday School 

class, and the oldest were 

The fall is a very busy 

time for the Outreach and 

social Justice Committee. 

In August, the School Sup-

plies Drive for the stu-

dents at Gaywood began, 

and by the end of Septem-

ber, the students had re-

ceived a good source of 

school supplies to start the 

school year off right. 

 During the week of Octo-

ber 29-November 5, St. 

George’s hosted Warm 

Nights, and provided 

people in their seventies 

and eighties.  

    In November, the 

Warm Clothing Drive was 

held. People were asked 

to bring in new or gently 

used coats, as well as 

hats, gloves, and scarves. 

These items were given to 

the International Guid-

ance Office of Prince 

George’s County Public 

Schools to provide warm  

 

(continues  on page 6). 

Adult Education 

January, Carolyn Lassit-

er will talk about how the 

Bible can help us with 

anxiety.  In February, 

Tim Dangel will once 

again lead discussions on 

"Heartbeat of God" by for-

mer Presiding Bishop 

Adult Education classes 

continue to meet in Miller 

Hall at 9:00. am Sunday 

mornings.  Tim Dangel 

will finish his presenta-

tion on the Advent and 

Christmas portions of 

Handel's Messiah.  In 

Katherine Jefferts Scho-

ri.  Please join us for in-

formative and interesting 

discussions on living the 

life of a Christian in the 

first decades of the 21st 

century.  We hope to see 

you soon! 

Candidates needed for Vestry Elections 

As the current Senior 

Warden at St. George’s 

Glenn Dale I want to in-

vite others to consider 

running for a vestry posi-

tion.  I will be stepping 

down from the vestry at 

the annual meeting in 

February.  We’ll be hav-

ing our annual vestry 

election at that meeting, 

and are looking for people 

who will want to help 

lead us for the next two 

years. Stepping down 
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This living into the 

paradox...is my 

spiritual practice 

every Advent. I 

invite you to make 

it your... 

Advent Quiet Morning 

Letter from the Rector (cont’d) 

each of her members to 

an attitude of reflection, 

prayer, and faithful ex-

pectation. Jesus is still 

“not yet” and we eagerly 

await the coming of God 

in our lives once again. 

Traditionally in Advent, 

Christians have marked 

off each day of the season 

in some way or another. I 

remember as a child 

opening a new door each 

day on a children’s Ad-

vent calendar and placing 

a coin in the slot to share 

in the giving spirit of 

Christ’s legacy. I never 

wanted the days of Ad-

loved me, so I have loved 

you; remain in my love.” 

 The candle of the fourth 

week of Advent is a candle 

of love. The flame of this 

candle reminds us of the 

love that came to this 

world when Jesus was 

born and his presence 

with us. Jesus said “As 

the Father has loved me, 

so I have loved you; re-

main in my love.” 

This year, the season of 

Advent begins on Sunday, 

December 3rd  and con-

cludes with the great cele-

bration of Christmas on 

December 25. During that 

time, the church calls 

Vestry Reflection (cont’d) 

and chaotic time for peo-

ple.  The Quiet Morning 

is a time out, a time 

apart, a time to step out 

of the noise and to 

breathe deeply the gifts of 

the Advent Season – a 

time of waiting, of antici-

with you on a Sunday.   

This living into the para-

dox, noticing the way 

things are broken and it 

feels as if Jesus is not 

here, while also recogniz-

ing the moments of grace 

and blessing which tell 

me he is absolutely here, 

is my spiritual practice 

at the brokenness all 

around us.  But I also try 

to notice the moments of 

grace that tell me he is 

already here—the mo-

ments of true joy I experi-

ence, as small as the sun 

on my face or my daugh-

ter’s laugh, or as big as 

sharing bread and wine 

vent to end! But end they 

must, and end they do, 

with the birth of the only 

begotten Son of God, Je-

sus Christ. How will you 

prepare for this day? Con-

sider what you have in 

your hands at Advent  

Calm us to wait for the gift of 

Christ; 

Cleanse us to prepare the way 

for Christ; 

Teach us to contemplate the 

wonder of Christ; 

Touch us to know the presence 

of Christ; 

Anoint us to bear the life of 

Christ. AMEN 

 
- Ingrid Charlton 

 

 

(continued from page 3) 

pation, of appreciating 

the dark in anticipation of 

the coming light of Christ. 

The Quiet Morning be-

gins at 8:45 am and ends 

at noon on December 9, 

and all are welcome. 

 

every Advent.  I invite 

you to make it yours as 

well, as we reflect on 

what we are waiting for 

this season.  

Blessings, 

Connie+ 

 
 

(continued from page 2) 

On Saturday December 9, 

there will be an Advent 

Quiet Morning offered to 

anyone who would like to 

participate.  The season of 

Advent is also the run up 

to Christmas, which 

means it is often a busy 
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...through your  

generous spirits 

and your 

contributions … 

that we are able to 

meet the needs of 

others. 

of the church.  I know you 

will be surprised at the 

amount of spiritual 

growth you will experi-

ence, and the chance to 

help shepherd others in 

their own spiritual jour-

ney, as a member of the 

vestry. 

“What is the time com-

mitment?”  Vestry mem-

bers serve a two-year 

term.  Our monthly meet-

ings, which last around 2 

hours, are held on the 

third Tuesday of the 

month.  We also have an 

annual Vestry retreat on 

a Friday evening and Sat-

urday in early March, 

about a month after the 

election.  Each vestry 

member serves as liaison 

to a specific ministry com-

mittee, and attends those 

meetings then reports 

back to the rest of the 

Vestry each month.  We 

also have a rotation for 

Vestry Person on Duty 

(VPOD) on Sundays; 

working to help make 

sure services run smooth-

ly during the year. 

I’d like to offer these 

words of advice.  Don’t let 

fear hold you back if you 

have never served on a 

Vestry. In Vestry, no 

one’s vote weighs more 

than another.  Every deci-

sion is made after collec-

tive thought, debate and 

discussion.  Look deeply 

into the questions about 

your vision for the future 

of St. George’s and what 

you can bring to the Ves-

try.   

 

(continued on page 7) 

Outreach and Social Justice Committee (Cont’d) 

to the families to learn 

what types of food they 

would prefer in their bas-

kets. We are hoping to 

have that information 

available by December 3rd, 

so we can create sign up 

lists for the baskets. The 

food drive will end on 

Sunday, December 17th.  

Again, your generosity 

will be most appreciated 

by these families.  

At this time, the Commit-

clothing for the many im-

migrant children entering 

the school system who do 

not have the clothing 

needed for a Maryland 

winter. 

 Coming up this month in 

December, the Outreach 

and Social Justice Com-

mittee will be sponsoring 

a food drive in order to 

supply  seven families 

with Christmas baskets. 

At present, we are talking 

tee would like to thank 

everyone for the tremen-

dous amount of support 

you give to the many ac-

tivities we sponsor. We 

know that it only through 

your generous spirit, and 

your contributions of 

time, talent, and treasure 

that we are able to work 

to meet the needs of oth-

ers.  

 

(continued from page 4) 

Candidates for Vestry elections (Cont’d) 

away from yourself.  

Those thinking they are 

not skilled for Vestry 

need to know that all St. 

Georgians are encouraged 

to serve.  St. George’s has 

strength in our diversity 

of people, of ideas, and of 

backgrounds. 

“What qualifications do I 

need?” All you need to be 

is a confirmed communi-

cant of the Parish in good 

standing, a regular at-

tendant of Sunday ser-

vices preceding the elec-

tion, and be a pledging 

member of the St. 

George’s congregation.  

The most important qual-

ification is an openness to 

letting the Holy Spirit 

work through you! The 

vestry is, in many re-

spects, a large contributor 

to the spiritual leadership 
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Candidates for Vestry (Cont’d) 

Building Updates 

faith, wonder about God, 

learn more about yourself 

and each other, ask ques-

tions, and along the way 

get to know more about 

the bible, prayer, the 

church, etc.  Any adult or 

teenager in high school or 

above is invited to the 

informational meeting on 

January 7.   If you are 

interested in participat-

ing or have any questions, 

please speak with Con-

nie+.  The day and time of 

class will be determined 

by this year’s participants 

in consultation with the 

rector.  Class will begin in 

January and finish with 

the service of Confirma-

If you would like to be 

part of the 2018 Confir-

mation Class, your oppor-

tunity is coming!  There 

will be a meeting of any-

one interested in Confir-

mation on Sunday, Janu-

ary 7 following the 10:00 

service. Officially, the rite 

of Confirmation is the pro-

cess by which one formal-

ly becomes an Episcopali-

an if you come from an-

other tradition, and it is 

how one affirms the prom-

ises made by one’s par-

ents and godparents at 

baptism if you grew up in 

the Episcopal Church.  

But really, it is the oppor-

tunity to explore your 

Confirmation Class — Informational Meeting in January 

have.  I’d be happy to an-

swer anyone’s questions.  

Take some time.  Pray for 

discernment, and let the 

Holy Spirit direct you.  

Ferrick replaced all 16 

lights in the Sanctuary 

with LED bulbs. Roy also 

replaced 24 more bulbs in 

Miller Hall, the narthex, 

and the offices, with 

LEDs, and every light-

bulb in the Chapel is now 

a LED bulb. This Decem-

ber the outside lights will 

also all be replaced with 

brighter LEDs.  Many 

thanks to Roy, Randy and 

Gene for making St. 

Let There Be Light 

 

If you have noticed that 

you can see better in Mil-

ler Hall or that the Sanc-

tuary is shining a little 

brighter, it’s not just be-

cause Christ the Light is 

coming this Christmas!  

Behind the scenes, our 

Light Guru (and Senior 

Warden) Roy Peterson 

and his able assistants 

Randy Haselton and Gene 

tion at the National Ca-

thedral mid-March. 

  

Who knows? Perhaps it 

will guide you onto the 

2018 Vestry! 

- Roy Peterson 

(continued from page 6) 

George’s that warm and 

well-lighted place we all 

love.  

 

New Sign:  

And as long as we are 

talking about our build-

ing, you may have noticed 

our new sign on Lanham-

Severn Road, making it 

easier for people to know 

that St. George’s is here. 

 

 

Reflect and prayerfully 

consider your answers.  

Talk to people who have 

served and ask any specif-

ic questions you might 

..an opportunity to 

explore your faith, 

to wonder about 

God, to learn more 

about yourself and 

each other...  
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 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

cember 17. If you write a 

check please designate 

"Christmas Flowers” in 

the “for” line.  

Names for offerings for 

flowers can also be sub-

mitted to the office via e-

mail: Of-

fice@stgeo.comcastbiz.net 

If you wish to make a 

donation for the flowers 

for Christmas, this is the 

time. You can thank God 

for an event or person in 

your life, or remember 

someone who has passed 

away.  

All memorials and 

thanksgivings will be 

listed in the Christmas 

bulletin. Just complete a 

"Christmas Flowers" 

form—forms can be found 

on the credenza in the 

hall. Please put your com-

pleted form with your do-

nation in the basket in the 

narthex by Sunday, De-

Christmas Flowers 

Christmas Flowers 

Your Name _________________________________________________ 

I wish to donate for Christmas 

In Memory of       In Thanksgiving for 

______________________________________________                     _________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________                     _________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________                    ___________________________________________________ 

 


