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September Dates: 

 4; Labor Day Parade 

 10, 17, 24;  Sunday 

School 

 10; Welcome Team Vol-

unteer Meeting 

 24; Gaywood Volunteer 

Meeting 

 26; ECQ Book Club 

 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

 Oct 1; Blessing of the 

Animals 

 Oct 2; Evening Bible 

Study Begins 

 Oct. 29—Nov 5; Warm 

Nights 

Letter from the Rector 

Warm Nights at St. George’s 

Dear Friends, 

Often people assume 

that summer is a quiet 

time in churches, when 

in fact a lot happens 

behind the scenes dur-

ing the summer.  It is a 

time for evaluating the 

previous program year 

to talk about where we 

are and where we are 

going.  These include 

parents and teachers, 

those leading various 

ministries such as our 

welcome team, educa-

tional forum leaders,  

     (continued on page 2) 

ing (5 November) 2017. 

There are many ways 

you can help. NO EX-

PERIENCE RE-

QUIRED. HUMBLE 

HEART DESIRED. 

There is even training 

if you need it. The main 

tasks include: 

Greeting guests—

sitting down to a free 

meal to break bread 

and engage with our 

guests. 

Preparing (cooking, 

baking, tossing salad, 

etc.), buying, and serv-

ing food, and cleaning 

up.  

The Kitchen Team will 

coordinate hot break-

Prince George’s County 

is an active participant 

in the national Warm 

Nights Program. Sever-

al churches in the Coun-

ty participate in Warm 

Nights during the win-

ter season and provide 

shelter, food, and other 

services in conjunction 

with Community Crisis 

and Services, Inc.  

Led by the Outreach 

and Social Justice Com-

mittee, St George’s 

Episcopal Church will 

participate in the Warm 

Nights Program.  For 

our second year in the 

program, we will be 

hosting from Sunday 

evening (29 October) 

through Sunday morn-

fast and hot dinner and 

prepare sack lunches. 

Whether you pitch in on 

one day or every day, all 

efforts work toward an-

other successful Warm 

Night’s Week. Sign-up 

sheets will be posted 

from Sunday 18 Septem-

ber to Sunday 02 Octo-

ber 2017.  Please consid-

er how you can serve, 

because as you know 

God lives and moves in 

us. 

For further information 

contact Sanford E. Hol-

man (seholman@veriz-

on.net or 301-974-7067) 

or any member of the 

Outreach and Social 

Justice Committee. 

and planning for this 

upcoming year; it is a 

time to think about pri-

orities and reflect on 

where God is leading us.   

It is a time to meet with 

various groups of pa-

rishioners and leaders 
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Gaywood leaders, just to 

name a few.  St. George’s 

is an active place if you 

didn’t know that already! 

Then of course there is 

the ongoing work of the 

vestry and wardens, 

which doesn’t stop or even 

slow down during the 

summer.   

And this summer in par-

ticular we have been 

working on finishing 

some long-standing pro-

jects in the building.  

These include the new 

roof, work on the elevator, 

work on the grounds, get-

ting the new office furni-

ture installed and the of-

fices back up and run-

ning, and getting the new 

heating and cooling sys-

tems for the nursery and 

sacristy in place.   

It is very exciting to have 

been able to do these 

things on behalf of the 

parish and we feel very 

blessed as St. George’s 

leadership to be able to 

bring these projects to 

conclusion.  Our hope now 

is that with some strong 

building blocks in place, 

we can focus more leader-

ship attention on the big-

ger picture of continuing 

to strengthen the congre-

gation and lead St. 

George’s into the future. 

Also this summer, there 

has been a search com-

mittee at work sorting 

resumes and interviewing 

candidates for our Music 

Leader position.  We hope 

to have some news to an-

nounce on that very soon 

as we look to fill that posi-

tion and take the next 

step forward in our Music 

Ministry. 

Needless to say, this sum-

mer has not been quiet 

around the church!  And 

as we move into Septem-

ber and the start of Sun-

day School and the 9:00 

Sunday education hour, 

as we ramp up the plan-

ning for our hosting of the 

Warm Nights homeless 

shelter in late October, as 

we come together for wor-

ship and fellowship this 

fall, I hope you will feel 

the effects of the work 

that has been done this 

summer on behalf of you 

and the congregation.  

St. George’s has a bright 

present and a bright fu-

ture, and I pray that God 

continues to strengthen 

us and lead us forward. 

Blessings, 

Connie+ 

ers feel at home, or could 

see yourself being one, we 

need you!  The St. 

George’s Welcome Team 

(formerly known as the 

Open Door Team) is look-

ing for parishioners to 

join the ministry to wel-

come those new to St. 

George’s.   

We are looking for people 

with a heart for hospitali-

ty and welcome, with the 

Do you remember your 

first Sunday at St. 

George’s? Chances are, 

you were warmly greeted 

when you arrived and in-

vited to coffee hour.  May-

be someone sitting near 

you during the service 

helped you navigate the 

service and made you feel 

at home.   

If you have been one of 

those people making oth-

St George’s Welcome Team Seeking Members 

ability to help ensure that 

the first visit for newcom-

ers is a good experience 

and to assist new mem-

bers in finding connection 

in the parish.  

If you’d like to join this 

team, we’ll be meeting 

after the 10:00 service 

and coffee hour on Sep-

tember 10. Please contact 

Charlotte Colvin at 

ccolvin3115@gmail.com if 

you have questions.  



Page 3 Volume 15  Number  9  

“Regardless of the 

chaos in our 

current world, the 

most beautiful gift 

we can still see so 

clearly—the 

innocence of our 

children.” 

Reflections from a Sunday School Teacher 

world, the most beautiful 

gift we can still see so 

easily—the innocence of 

our children. Each child 

in our class is so caring 

for each other and can't 

wait to play in the desert 

sand box, run through the 

narthex after service and 

enjoy their cookies at 

"Feast".  

These kids from different 

places and backgrounds 

show just how awesome 

our Church community is. 

Like Connie+ says, at 

"Christ's table we are all 

welcome". As a parent, 

tears of joy fill me writing 

this because I know Bug 

is seeing the world 

through untainted love. 

As I close I want to thank 

Connie+ for the oppor-

tunity, all of the parents 

of our students, and Ta-

sha for going on this jour-

ney with me. Classes 

begin soon and Mr. Jay is 

ready! 

- Jay Tobias, Vestry  

when Connie told me 

Keelyn would repeat 

parts of the lessons from 

class in her Mr. Jay voice, 

like saying "Let My Peo-

ple Go" when discussing 

the mean Pharaoh! 

As my mom's health 

worsened last winter be-

fore her surgery, the par-

ents of the students were 

a greater support than 

they probably knew. It 

was a complete team ef-

fort to make sure the clas-

ses were always covered 

and the kids were en-

gaged: Seth with a song, 

Katie and Ernie with 

their guidance, Jen filling 

in with crafts and Jane as 

the ultimate Swiss army 

knife assisting Tasha and 

me each week.  

As summer closes and the 

new Sunday School year 

is set to begin I feel re-

newed in my faith be-

cause of what I saw last 

year.  Regardless of the 

chaos in our current 

Imagine the joy I felt 

when Connie asked Tasha 

and I if we would be will-

ing to teach the Toddler 

Sunday School Class last 

summer. Both Tasha and 

I had the great experience 

of being students when 

our mothers taught Sun-

day School. It warmed my 

heart that we would be 

able to share that experi-

ence with our son Benja-

min, aka Bug.  

Now I must say, having a 

veteran teacher like Ta-

sha made this even bet-

ter, and while our roles 

were reversed (with me 

leading the lessons and 

her administering the 

crafts each class) it was 

awesome to have her 

when I would be up plan-

ning the lessons trying to 

make the subjects reso-

nate with the kids. 

I would practice the les-

sons during the week, try-

ing to be the best teacher 

I could be. I was so happy 

Please note that the 8:00 

service will be pet-free – 

so if you prefer to worship 

with only the human vari-

ety of animal, come at 8 

and enjoy the quiet!     

A blessing in proxy for 

your animals is also an 

option should you choose 

This year’s Blessing of the 

Animals in celebration of 

St. Francis will be on Sun-

day, October 1 at the 

10:00 am service.  Every-

one is invited to bring 

their animal companions 

to church that Sunday for 

a service of blessing in the 

main sanctuary.   

Blessing of the Animals: Sunday, October 1 at 10:00 AM 

not 

to 

bring 

them 

to 

the 

ser-

vice.   
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ECQ Book Club 

starts September 

26 and will be held 

the 4th Tuesday of 

every month at 

7pm. Our readings 

always spur great 

discussion—join 

us! 

dents returning to school 

on September 6, we will 

begin delivering food box-

es and gift-cards to Gay-

wood for six returning 

families on September 11, 

and then begin a rotation 

of deliveries for half the 

families approximately 

every other week.  

In addition, we expect to 

have another detergent 

and toiletries drive for 

these families in October.  

New families that Gay-

wood identifies as having 

need for food support may 

be added to the program 

as time goes on. 

St George’s Gaywood 

“team” includes more 

than a dozen households 

who participate in some 

Summer is a lazy time for 

many of us but for fami-

lies whose children get 

free or reduced price 

lunches at school, it pre-

sents special challenges.  

When school ended in 

June, there were seven 

families in our Gaywood 

Food Program, and six of 

those families granted 

Gaywood permission to 

release their personal in-

formation to us so we 

could interact with them 

directly over the summer.  

Our Gaywood “team” 

shopped for these fami-

lies, and delivered food 

boxes and grocery gift-

cards to their homes in 

early July and then again 

in early August. With stu-

Gaywood News 

fashion…shopping, pack-

ing boxes, delivering box-

es and cards to Gaywood 

(or directly to the fami-

lies’ homes this summer). 

The work is not difficult, 

but it is very important 

and immensely reward-

ing…please consider join-

ing us!  

If you have volunteered in 

the program in the past, 

or think you might like to 

get involved and would 

like more information, 

please mark September 

24 on your calendar. More 

information to follow! 

Finally, thank you to eve-

ryone who participated in 

this year’s school supply 

drive for Gaywood; it was 

fabulously successful! 

We plan to read a variety 

of works—personal reflec-

tions on faith, explora-

tions on social justice, and 

engaging fiction with a 

spiritual focus.  

Our first selection, for 

September, is a spiritual 

biography that also en-

compasses history and 

social justice. Eleanor: A 

Spiritual Biography, by 

Harold Ivan Smith, is a 

look at how the values 

and beliefs of Eleanor 

Roosevelt influenced not 

only her own life but the 

Looking for an opportuni-

ty to read stimulating 

books and have great dis-

cussions with fellow St. 

Georgians? Try the ECQ 

book club! 

Our book club continues 

this fall with a new sched-

ule and some changes to 

our reading selection. 

We’ll be meeting monthly 

on Tuesday evenings. 

Mark your calendar for 

the 4th Tuesday of each 

month at 7 pm, beginning 

Sept. 26.   

Explore, Consider and Question with St. George’s Book Club 

course of our nation. If 

past book club meetings 

are any indication, it’s 

likely to lead to an excel-

lent discussion.  

In future months we’ll be 

reading a variety of other 

works, including our Oc-

tober selection, David 

Steindl-Rast: Essential 

Writings. At our Septem-

ber meeting and in the 

bulletin and October Wid-

er Circle we’ll have a full 

schedule for the next six 

months to help us plan  

        (continued on page 5) 
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Bible Study will 

explore the psalms 

this year, at 7pm 

on Monday 

evenings every two 

weeks starting 

October 2 through 

May. We will share 

insights and pray 

the psalms with 

one another. 

Encountering the Psalms Begins October 2 

ommended to be between 

30 and 45 minutes.  Then 

every other Monday even-

ing, we will gather be-

tween 7:00 and 8:30 pm 

to share insights and pray 

the psalms with one an-

other.  

Along the way, members 

will learn methods of 

chanting and body prayer 

that may be integrated 

into one’s daily discipline.  

We will also use a variety 

of sources to explore dif-

ferent translations and 

interpretations of the 

psalms to sort through 

layers of meaning and 

emotional depth. 

Please contact Connie+ or 

Terry Doyle (Terrence 

doyle@msn.com) if you 

are interested in taking 

part in this program. 

There is also a sign-up 

sheet on the bulletin 

board in the narthex.  

psalms this year.  We will 

hold Monday evening 

meetings every two 

weeks, beginning on Octo-

ber 2 and continuing into 

May with breaks around 

Christmas and Holy 

Week.  The sessions will 

be conducted by Connie+ 

and Terry Doyle. 

We refer to the program 

we’ve planned as an 

“encounter” with the 

psalms as we aim to expe-

rience the psalms through 

a variety of methods of 

study, reflection, jour-

naling, Lectio Divina, 

chanting and move-

ment.   

Group members will be 

encouraged to develop a 

daily discipline of en-

countering one or two 

psalms each day in per-

sonal reflection, prayer 

and journaling. One’s 

daily encounter is rec-

It has been called the 

Psalter, the 19th Book of 

the Bible, or a set of an-

cient poems and songs to 

God. The collection of He-

brew psalms is a rich 

source for spiritual in-

sight, worship and pray-

er.  And down the years 

since their composition, 

the practice of reciting, 

chanting and singing the 

psalms has played a cen-

tral role in Jewish and 

Christian liturgy.  

Our evening bible study 

group will explore the 

Jacobs. We’ve read works 

by Richard Rohr, Barbara 

Brown Taylor and Anne 

Lamott.  

Some books were loved by 

all, some resonated with 

only a few, and one or two 

did not work for any of us. 

But each book served as a 

springboard for conversa-

tions about our faith, our 

lives and our world.  

(continued from page 4)

ahead in our reading.  

If you wonder what we’ve 

been reading over the 

past two years, our selec-

tions have included Pas-

trix by Nadia Bolz-Weber, 

The Other Wes Moore by 

Wes Moore, Between the 

World and Me by Ta-

Nehisi Coates, The Year of 

Living Biblically by A. J. 

ECQ Book Club (cont.) 

Hope to see you on Sept. 

26! If you have any ques-

tions, just ask Mary 

Frances Bruce. 

Note: Our Sept. selection 

is available in Kindle or 

paperback format, or 

check with your lo-

cal library for a copy 

in their collection or 

through an interli-

brary loan.  
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 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

Sunday School Kick Off is September 10! 

They use the Godly Play cur-

riculum and Jay and Tasha 

Tobias are their teachers.  

This class is for 3-5 year olds 

and engages the children di-

rectly into the bible stories 

that shape our faith. 

The Sunday School schedule 

can be found on the church 

web site 

www.stgeorgesglenndale.org 

in the calendar section, and 

hard copies of the calendar 

are available at church.   

We look forward to a great 

year with our learners and 

teachers, and thank all teach-

ers and parents for their par-

ticipation in the Sunday 

School program. 

10 – 12 year olds are encour-

aged to come.  The curriculum 

they will use is the lectionary 

based Living the Good News, 

which ties in with the Sunday 

readings each week. 

The Primary Class meets in 

the left hand side of the dou-

ble classroom and they also 

use the Living the Good News 

curriculum.  All students from 

first through fourth grade are 

invited to be part of this class, 

which is led by Katy and Er-

nie Lawley and Liz Matson 

and Leslie Horne. 

Rounding out the offerings is 

the Toddler/Preschool class, 

who meet in the right hand 

side of the double classroom.  

The first day of Sunday 

School is September 10th and 

all classes begin at 9:00 am in 

the classrooms downstairs.   

The High School Class will be 

led again this year by James 

DeMaio and Gabrielle Mos-

key; they meet in the teen 

room.  Planning their events 

for the year including discus-

sion of the next mission trip is 

on the agenda for Sunday 

School this fall, so plan to be 

there and be part of the con-

versation! 

The Middles, the 

tween class, will 

meet in the library 

and will be led by 

Jen Matson.  All 


