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 11; Last Day Sunday 

School and Teacher 

Thank You 

 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

 July 1; Mission Trip  

Dinner 

 Oct. 29—Nov 5; Warm 

Nights 

Letter from the Rector 

Reflections on Pride 

“The gifts God gave were 

that some would be 

apostles, some prophets, 

some evangelists, some 

pastors and teachers, to 

equip the saints for the 

work of ministry, for 

building up the body of 

Christ.”        

          Ephesians 4:11-12 

Dear Friends, 

As we move into June – 

in the church calendar, 

the season of the Holy 

Spirit– it is also the 

ending of school for our 

young people.  And it is 

the conclusion of the 

Sunday School pro-

gram, which has its last 

class on June 11. 

On behalf of the parish, 

as well as for myself, I 

write to express our 

gratitude to the stu-

dents who have come to 

Sunday School this year, 

and brought their in-

quisitiveness, their en-

ergy, and their exuber-

ance.  I want to thank  

     (continued on page 2) 

there and ready to wel-

come them.   

By the time we 

marched through down-

town DC, we witnessed 

how much support that 

we got from fellow pa-

rishioners as they do-

nated their time by 

walking with us, helped 

decorate the truck, or 

watched the parade and 

cheered us on along 

with thousands of other 

parade revelers in DC.  

It was a wonderful 

thing to see.   

Participating in the pa-

rade started with our-

Back in 2007 I believe it 

was one of our fellow 

parishioners (Carol or 

Terry?) that had the 

idea that St. George's 

should march in the 

Capital Pride Parade.  I 

had watched the parade 

a few times before so 

the idea of getting to 

march in the parade 

sounded exciting.   

It took some major  

planning and work on 

our end because we 

wanted to not only be 

fabulous in the parade, 

we wanted DC and the 

LGBTQ community to 

know that we were 

selves, St. Thomas, and 

St. Margaret's.  We've 

had different vehicles 

for riders; sometimes 

the weather has been 

great, other times not so 

much. A few times we 

have even had the Bish-

op riding with our con-

tingent.   

Now it's grown to in-

clude the National Ca-

thedral and All-Souls as 

fellow Episcopal parish-

es.  We've even been 

photographed and print-

ed in the Washington  

Blade and Metro Week-

ly.  However, one thing             

     (continued on page 3) 
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have now!) to eventually 

settling with the middle 

group – their sweet spot.  

This is the last time I get 

to thank the Hokes, be-

cause Silvia is retiring 

and she and Rowland are 

moving this summer.   

They have given them-

selves so generously to St. 

George’s and the Sunday 

School program for such a 

long time, and they will 

leave a big space behind 

them when they leave.  I 

can’t thank them enough 

for all they have done for 

our young people over the 

years. Silvia and Row-

land, you will be missed. 

On Sunday, June 11 at 

the 10:00 service we will 

recognize the students 

and thank the teachers, 

and we will express our 

gratitude Rowland and 

Silvia for their service.  I 

hope to see you there. 

Blessings, 

Connie+ 

the big couch and comfy 

chair talking over their 

week, reading along with 

the bible lesson, or at the 

table working on an art 

project, ably led by Liz 

and Leslie or Katy and 

Ernie. 

I want to thank James 

DeMaio and Gabrielle 

Moskey, who led the high 

school group.  Wrangling 

teens can be a challenge, 

but Gabrielle and James 

are invariably good hu-

mored and steadfast as 

they engage our oldest 

group of students in the 

issues of the day and how 

their faith connects.  The 

teens are off to Harris-

burg PA later in June for 

their mission trip, thanks 

to your support. 

Finally, I want to thank 

Silvia and Rowland Hoke, 

who taught the middle 

group again this year.  

The Hokes have been 

stalwarts of the Sunday 

School program for years, 

as they have gone from 

teaching Godly Play for 

all ages (back in the day 

when there were only two 

classes, not four as we 

(continued from page 1)

their parents, for getting 

them here and supporting 

their Christian education.   

And I want especially to 

thank their teachers. 

Teaching Sunday School 

is very much a labor of 

love for our dedicated vol-

unteers.  They give of 

their time and energy, 

faithfully giving of them-

selves in order to engage 

our young people in their 

faith.   

First, I want to thank Jay 

and Tasha Tobias, who 

led the 3-4 year old class 

this year.  It is heart-

warming to see the small-

est of our students con-

necting with each other 

and Jay and Tasha over 

the stories of our scrip-

tures.  (And if you want 

an enjoyable experience, 

ask Jay if he likes the 

teaching or the children!) 

I want to thank Katy and 

Ernie Lawley, Liz Mat-

son, and Leslie Horne, 

who teach the primary 

age class.  If you peek in 

their classroom window, 

you can see the kids on 

10:00 service on June 11 

to say thank to our dedi-

cated crew of  Sunday 

School teachers!  

The final Sunday School 

dates for the year are 

June 4 and June 11.   

Make sure to be at the 

Sunday School News 
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This year’s Pride 

Parade will be 

June 10th. Join us 

as we march to 

show our faith that 

everyone is loved, 

and everyone is 

welcome. 

Pride (cont.) 

everyone. It’s a message 

that is sorely needed to be 

heard right now. 

We love it when we have 

folks walking or riding in 

the parade. Even if you 

can’t make it, send good 

thoughts and prayers our 

way, especially for nice 

weather.  We could also 

use financial donations to 

cover the cost of registra-

tion and our giveaway 

items.  

If you're attending, mark 

your calendars for Satur-

day, June 10. The parade 

kicks off at 4:30 but we 

will be there earlier to set 

up the vehicles. Capital 

Pride will be releasing the 

set up time on June 1 so 

more information will be 

provided as it is released.   

Just like last year I will 

also provide updates via 

E-mail and our Facebook 

page on where to go and 

how to best get there.  

Wear a St. Georges T-

shirt if you have one or 

something bright so we 

can be all colors of the 

rainbow, just like the 

Pride flag.  If you have 

any further questions you 

can always get in touch 

with me.   

I hope to see you there as 

St. George's is unapolo-

getically proud! 

- Michael Mangiapane 

want to live our lives 

without fear or reprisal.   

Unfortunately this attack 

showed that there are 

those who still choose to 

hate and that there is 

work to be done to erase 

that hatred. 

Another reason we still 

need Pride is because for 

many it's the first and 

perhaps the only way all 

year that they get to be 

more comfortable.  They 

get to be in a situation 

where they do not have to 

hide who they are and 

they can discover that 

there are others who are 

like them.  They can see 

that there are organiza-

tions, businesses, and 

even churches that love 

and support them.  It 

stands out as a reminder 

that somewhere they are 

loved.  

It is fitting that this 

year's theme for Pride is 

"Unapologetically Proud."  

None of us should have to 

apologize for being who 

we are; whether we're 

LGBTQ or  an ally.  What 

matters is to follow an 

example in Christ and 

welcome everyone to our 

collective table.   

So let us be proud of who 

we are as people and as a 

community.  Let us again 

show DC that we as 

Christians are here and 

we love and appreciate 

(continued from page 1)

hasn't changed, the love 

and support that comes 

from our parishioners in 

putting together the Pride 

Parade and continuing to 

march in June to show 

our support for the 

LGBTQ community. 

Coming up on 10 years 

since we started partici-

pating in the Pride Pa-

rade, how do we keep 

things fresh and still get 

something out of it?  That 

was a question I was be-

ginning to ask myself in 

the run-up to last year's 

parade. 

Then Pulse happened. 

The attack on the Pulse 

Nightclub in Florida the 

same night we marched 

in the Pride Parade 

brought an urgent re-

minder of why it is that 

Pride exists and why we 

continue to be out there.   

Pride takes place in June 

because it commemorates 

the original Stonewall 

Riots in NYC on June 28, 

1969.  A group of LGBTQ 

patrons at the Stonewall 

Inn finally had enough of 

the police raids and the 

hatred from society and 

stood up to fight back.  

We participate in Pride 

not only to remember 

when our community 

stood up to fight back, but 

to also raise awareness 

that we exist and we just 
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As before, many people 

are needed to make this 

week a success. In fact, 

we realized that we need 

to increase the number of 

volunteers on hand each 

night in order to provide 

the warm caring environ-

ment that St. George’s 

prides itself on. 

Please feel free to volun-

teer! The Outreach and 

Social Justice Committee 

meets on the first Monday 

of the month ( except for 

July 3rd).  We are looking 

for people to join us. So 

many parishioners sup-

port every activity that is 

sponsored, and we would 

like to have more “official” 

members to help with 

planning the activities.  

If you have any questions, 

please contact Peggy Al-

exander at peggyalexan-

der28@gmail.com. 

increase awareness of the 

ways to be involved on the 

state level. 

As June begins, the com-

mittee looks forward to-

ward a busy several 

months starting in Au-

gust with the School Sup-

plies Drive for students at 

Gaywood Elementary. 

This will be followed by 

the Warm Clothing Drive 

for students in Prince 

George’s County Schools.  

The most exciting week 

on the calendar of the 

Outreach Committee is 

the week when the parish 

hosts Warm Nights. This 

year our week will be Oc-

tober 29- November 5th.  

Once again, planning will 

begin over the summer.  

Last year, we were privi-

leged to offer shelter to 26

-29 people every night, 

including many children. 

The Outreach and Social 

Justice Committee is tak-

ing a short break early in 

the summer, and making 

plans for a busy time be-

ginning in August.  

Over the past few 

months, the Gaywood  

Food Support program 

has been helping a num-

ber of families by provid-

ing them with needed 

food supplies on a regular 

basis.  Many members of 

the parish are involved in 

this effort, with tasks 

such as purchasing, pack-

ing and delivering food to 

the school accomplished 

by dedicated people.   

Additionally, the Social 

Justice and Outreach 

Committee tried to pro-

vide updates on various 

legislative issues that 

were being discussed in 

Annapolis this session to 

during this transition as 

we work on finding our 

new person.   

Liz is currently leading 

the Sunday Singers and 

Anthem Choir, which of-

The Music Leader posi-

tion has been posted and 

we are currently accept-

ing resumes.  Our Interim 

Music Leader Liz Ruth-

Brinegar will be with us 

Music Leader Update 

fered an anthem for Pen-

tecost on June 4.   

We will give the congre-

gation further updates as 

the process moves for-

ward.  

meetings.  Please join us 

as we rediscover the Gos-

pel of Matthew.   

thew each day and dis-

cuss any observations, 

themes, inspirations dur-

ing the Sunday morning 

Adult education will start 

in June with 50 Days 

with Matthew.  We will 

read passages from Mat-

St. George’s is 

giving back—

whether providing 

food or shelter, or 

providing input on 

social issues. 

Please join us this 

fall as we gear up 

for the important 

work ahead! 

Adult Education 
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Thanks to your 

support, we have 

provided food—

and so much 

more—to the 

families in need at 

Gaywood 

Elementary.  We 

look forward to 

continuing this 

important work 

with your help! 

July 1 Mission Trip Dinner 

Gaywood Food Program Update 

dents as needed. 

Also in March, Jalisa 

McKnight and Jessica 

Hayes from Gaywood vis-

ited St George’s. Jalisa is 

the Parent Engagement 

Assistant (PEA) at Gay-

wood, and Jessica is the 

school counselor; they 

have been our primary 

contacts at Gaywood, and 

are on the “front lines” 

identifying families in 

need of assistance and 

otherwise helping us to 

implement the program.  

Many thanks to everyone 

who has helped make this 

program possible, either 

by increasing their pledge 

to help fund the program, 

or by volunteering to im-

plement it. To date, seven 

different families have 

shopped for the program, 

and approximately 10 

families have been in-

volved in packing boxes.  

If you are interested in 

learning more or would 

like to find out how you 

can get involved, please 

speak to Sandy Rayford 

or Donna Haselton.  

consisting of 35 individu-

als, including 11 adults 

and 24 children.  

Connie, Donna and Sandy 

recently met with Gay-

wood to discuss how to 

continue the program 

over the summer; we ex-

pect to deliver food and 

gift cards directly to fami-

lies who “opt in” by allow-

ing Gaywood to release 

their contact information 

directly to us.  

Many of these families 

have other needs which 

fall outside the scope of 

the food program, so in 

March we asked St 

George’s parishioners to 

donate detergent and toi-

letries, and in May we 

collected diapers for one 

family who is expecting a 

baby.  

As usual St Georgian’s 

responded with amazing 

generosity. We have also 

assisted one family with 

transportation expenses 

so they can get to work, 

and we periodically pro-

vide snacks foods to Gay-

wood to distribute to stu-

As many of you know, St 

George’s has a long histo-

ry of supporting Gaywood 

Elementary School, a lo-

cal public school serving 

pre-K through 5th grade, 

and in February of this 

year we rolled out a food 

support ministry for Gay-

wood families identified 

by Gaywood staff as being 

in need of food assistance.  

Families receive boxes of 

food and grocery store gift

-cards on a regular sched-

ule; St George’s volun-

teers purchase food for 

the boxes using gift-cards 

from the Scrip program; 

boxes are then packed 

and delivered by addition-

al volunteers. Food and 

gift cards are purchased 

using funds allocated by 

the vestry for this pur-

pose.  

Since February, the num-

ber of families in the pro-

gram has fluctuated as 

families move away and/

or new families are iden-

tified by Gaywood as hav-

ing need; currently we are 

serving seven families 

and the suggested dona-

tion is $15 – though all 

are welcome, and any 

amount will be gratefully 

accepted.  

stories and thank every-

one who supported them 

in making the trip.  The 

dinner will be July 1 at 

7:00 pm in Miller Hall, 

The teens head to Harris-

burg PA for their mission 

trip on June 18, and after 

they come back they will 

hold a dinner to share 
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 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

From Holy Week to Confirmation, 

these are truly blessed months at 

St. George’s! 


