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Holy Week at St. George’s
April Dates:

 2, 9, 23; Sunday School
 9; Palm Sunday
 12; Tenebrae
 13; Maundy Thursday
 14; Good Friday
 15; Great Vigil of Easter
 16; Easter Sunday

Tenebrae - 7:00 pm Wednesday, April 12
This is a short prayer service in the Chapel, featuring readings from
the psalms and the book of Lamentations. Candles are extinguished
during the service, symbolically marking getting closer to Jesus’
death, until we are left in darkness and leave in silence.
Maundy Thursday dinner and service – 7:00 pm Thursday, April 13
The Maundy Thursday service with dinner is held in the sanctuary. We eat,
sharing Holy Communion, and follow Jesus’ example and commandment with
foot washing. Next comes the stripping of the altar, the procession to the chapel, and the start of the Maundy Thursday Watch in a beautiful and sacred service.

Upcoming Dates:

 June 3; Bowie Baysox
game

 June 10; Capitol Pride
Parade

Maundy Thursday Watch April 13/14
“Could you not watch with me one hour?” This is Jesus’ question to the disciples, when he goes off to pray in the Garden before his arrest. You are invited
to sign up for an hour to come and watch and pray, in the Chapel during the
night of Maundy Thursday starting at 10 pm and ending at 7 am on Good Friday.
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Good Friday - 12 noon and 7:30 pm April 14
The Good Friday service features the reading the Passion according to John as
we celebrate the solemn liturgy and are witnesses to Jesus’ crucifixion. The
7:30 p.m. service also features the reading of the Passion from John interspersed with poetry and music. The reserved sacrament is consumed at the
evening service as we bear witness to Jesus’ death.
Preparing the Space Saturday, April 15 9:00 am/10:00 am
Holy Saturday is a day of preparation, and we one way observe this day is by
preparing the space and decorating the church for Easter – putting the chairs
in place, setting the altar, getting the flowers together. Please come and lend a
hand! If you can help with setting the sanctuary, please come at 9:00
am. If you can help with flowers, please come at 10:00 am.
(continued on page 4)
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Letter from the Rector
Almighty God, we pray
you graciously to behold
this your family, for
whom our Lord Jesus
Christ was willing to be
betrayed, and given into
the hands of sinners, and
to suffer death upon the
cross . . .

most gracious, as
both we and
God bear
witness to
the pain and
suffering of
God’s beloved Jesus.

Dear Friends,

But this
prayer has
some important reminders in it, and those words
this your family is one of
them. We are God’s family, in all of our messiness,
imperfection, and even at
our worst – even when we
would participate, metaphorically speaking, in
crucifixion. We are still
God’s family.

That is from a prayer taken from our prayer book
that we begin the Good
Friday service with: Almighty God, we pray you
graciously to behold this
your family, for whom our
Lord Jesus Christ was
willing to be betrayed,
and given into the hands
of sinners, and to suffer
death upon the cross.
If you think about it, this
is a remarkably audacious prayer. We pray you
graciously behold this
your family. It’s a big
ask, we might say, to request of God that on this
day when Jesus died by
human hands God view
us not in our sinfulness,
but rather through the
lens of God’s abundant
grace. I can only imagine
that this might not be the
time to catch God at God’s

God doesn’t repudiate us,
doesn’t turn away from
us, despite what we are
capable of. And so, we
dare ask for God’s grace .
. . and by the time we get
to the empty tomb at
dawn on Easter morning,
we know that God has
bestowed the grace of resurrection on us.
Why? Because Jesus felt
we were worth it. We are
the family for whom Jesus was willing to be be-

Sunday School in April

Bookkeeper
Mary Rogers,
Convention Delegate
Karen Horrocks,
Alternate

Sunday School meets on
April 2, April 9, and April
23 this month, starting at

9:00 am in the downstairs
classrooms.

trayed and to suffer. We
are the family Jesus was
willing to lay down his
life for. If we could come
up with no other reason
for God to be gracious to
us, we could point to the
humbling reality that Jesus was willing to die for
us, that we might live.
Jesus was willing to suffer death, that we all
might be invited to resurrection.
This is the profound mystery of our faith, the mystery we celebrate as we
walk with Jesus through
his final days this Holy
Week. I hope to see you
along the way.
Blessings,
Connie+
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Lenten Reflection
As we come to the conclusion of our Lenten season,
I was asked to reflect on
my experience on Ash
Wednesday participating
in Ashes to Go with Connie+.
If you are not familiar
with Ashes to Go, here is
a primer: Ashes to Go
started out small in 2010
when three Chicagobased Episcopal churches
decided to administer
ashes to the community
at local train and bus stations around the city and
suburbs. Eventually,
more churches, as well as
the Chicago Diocese, became involved and by
2012, Ashes to Go was
featured on national news
and went “viral”.
Currently, any Episcopal
church that has received
approval from their Diocese may bring ashes out
of the church service to
members of the community. Usually, churches in
metropolitan areas set up
near metro and subway
stations, greeting those
on their morning commute who have either no
time to attend Ash
Wednesday services or
had forgotten about the
tradition.
Ashes to Go is not trademarked or licensed or limited to certain sectors or
brands of Christianity.

Methodist, Presbyterian,
United Church of Christ
and other Christian faiths
in the US and around the
world have participated
in versions of Ashes to Go
such as “Drive By Ashes”
or Ashes Take Away.
2017 marks three years of
St. George’s Church participating in Ashes to Go.
This year, my schedule
worked out and I was
about to join Connie+ at
the New Carrollton Metro
Station for a brief time on
Wednesday, March 1st.
We had an Ashes to Go
sign, a small pamphlet
about St. George’s, our
containers of ashes and
our smiles.
This experience provided
a truly special Ash
Wednesday devotion. I
was repeatedly stuck by
the idea of human connection: spiritual, intellectual, and physical.
Over the course of an
hour and a half, Connie+
and I greeted and administered ashes to approximately 30 or so people
running to and from the
Orange line. Some were
fellow Episcopalians who
noted which local church
they attended. Some
were from other Christian
traditions and joined in
praising God as Connie+
put the sign the Cross on
their forehead.

One man stated that he
was a minister with and
AME church in Southern
Prince George’s county. A
few years ago he had participated in an ecumenical Drive-by Ashes event
with three other local
churches and he felt it
was a truly unique and
spirit-lifting experience.
I was stuck by how Connie+ and I connected spiritually with all these different people—some with
a common worship experience and some without—
to feel God’s grace in our
lives.
Of course, there were a
few people who did not
wish to receive ashes for
various reasons. Instead,
they engaged in conversation with us; asked us
theological questions
about Jesus being the ultimate sacrifice or the
symbolism of ashes. I
was reminded that we are
blessed with intellect and
free will from God (and I
am thankful that the
Episcopal church values
reason). We are able to
discuss and engage in discourse with our fellow
humans.
We may not always agree
but we can find a connection in reasoned thought
and the sharing of
knowledge. I know that
(continued on page 7)

Assisting with
“Ashes to Go” gave
one parishioner a
new appreciation
for Ash
Wednesday—and

an insight into
human connection;
spiritual,
intellectual, and
physical.
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Saturday April 15 is the Easter EGGStravaganza!

Join us Saturday,
April 15 for the
Easter
EGGStravaganza.
We dye eggs and
enjoy lunch. We are
looking for
someone to run the
event next year so

The Hospitality Team is
personally extending an
invitation to everyone to
come and decorate the
multitude of eggs on Saturday April 15 in preparation for the Easter Egg
Hunts on Sunday morning April 16.
Food coloring, gloves,
crayons and lunch will be
supplied (along with the
hard boiled eggs). Every-

come and learn
more about it!

one is welcome to participate in this annual eventthe young and the young
at heart. We will begin at
10am in Miller Hall.
We are looking for Easter
“Eggstravaganza” apprentices to help run the event
in future years so if you
would like to assist, come
and see what all the fun
is about!
We will be boiling 360+(!)
eggs in the church kitchen after the Good Friday
Service. Anyone interested in being an “Eggstravaganza” apprentice can
meet us there then, or at
9 am Saturday morning
to help with set up for the

10 am event.
Feel free to bring any
other accessories and
techniques that you wish
to use to decorate the
eggs. You are welcome to
bring eggs of your own if
you would like to have
dyed eggs to bring home.

Generally the egg dyeing
takes approximately 1.5
hours and then lunch is
at around 12 noon. There
will be cold cuts and egg
salad to make sandwiches, plus pickles and chips,
and carrot cake for desert.
Come and get your hands
messy!

Holy Week (cont.)
(continued from page 1)
Eggstravaganza Saturday April 15 at 10:00
am
Our preparation also includes decorating the eggs
to be used in the Easter
egg hunt on Sunday. This
is an intergenerational
event, and all children
and adults are invited to
participate. Lunch is
served after the eggs are
dyed!
The Great Vigil of Easter – 8:30 pm Saturday,
April 15
In this most sacred ser-

vice of the year, we kindle
new fire, hear the story of
our salvation history, renew our baptismal vows,
and celebrate the first
Eucharist of Easter as we
at last celebrate the resurrection. Bring food to
share for a reception to
begin our Easter celebration following the service.
Easter Sunday Services – 8 and 10 am
April 16
The celebration of
Christ’s resurrection will
continue on Easter Sunday, with great joy that
the powers of death have

been defeated and that
God’s love has once again
emerged victorious.
Come and celebrate in
prayer, singing, and the
joyful return of the kids’
instruments and our alleluias. Each service is followed by an Easter Egg
Hunt!
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Letter from the Vestry
During this contemplative
time of our Christian calendar, I am driven to give
thought to Christ’s final
words as he breathed his
last from the cross.
In rereading the scripture
passage, I recalled that “It
is finished” was the last
statement Christ made as
He was dying on the
cross, and I knew generally the events surrounding
the crucifixion, but only
upon investigation did I
realize that these last
words are only recorded in
the gospel of John.
In this refreshing moment
I came to the realization
that Christ uttered these
words with such clarity of
thought and finality of
purpose that He seemed
truly satisfied that His
mission here on earth was
complete. He knew what
He had been sent into this
world to do and having
done it, He proclaimed “It
is finished” with a sense
of almost contentment
that He had followed that
path that God had set for
Him.
He had traveled the lands
to make people know the
wonders of God and to
spread the word of God.
He did these things with
the knowledge that His
journey was predestined
and that He needed to
fulfill his mission to save

mankind’s soul.
He walked into that city
knowing that He was going to die, knowing that
this phase of His journey
was coming to an end. By
the time He was crucified
He was at peace with
mankind and with God.

I thought about how
Christ’s statement reflects on my life…how His
acceptance of His fate as
He uttered these words
strengthens me. I wonder
at how I live my life. I
believe that there is a
path set forth for all of us
when we are born into
this world. Am I fulfilling
my purpose?

Spiritually and emotionally I try to lead a Christian life, treat others as I
would like them to treat
me, extend kindness to
strangers, offer help
where needed, attend
church regularly, and
participate in this existence we call life with enthusiasm and sincere conviction in the goodness of
mankind.
But is that all there is? Is
this what God wants me
to do? That like Christ, it
is part of my mission to
spread the word of God
and share with all I meet
the goodness of his Holy
name.

If I knew I was going to
die in a week, a month, a
year, would I feel as if my
mission in life had been
fulfilled? What is that
mission? Would I be able
to accept the finality of
life on this plain with the
sense of peace and satisfaction that Christ had of
having done what I was
sent here to do?

That in His way, I accept
people for who they are
and invite them into the
family of God. That I always speak with words of
kindness to everyone because I can never know
how those words may affect that person. That by
attempting to live in the
ways of Christ I am fulfilling God’s mission.

In trying to find an answer within myself I
think about my life and
how I live it. I have a loving husband and family,
good friends, a descent
home, a fulfilling job, a
wonderful church family,
and I’m not in want of
any physical comfort.

This journey is difficult.
We are tempted by so
much along the way.
There are forks on the
path and sometimes I
have taken the wrong
fork, but I somehow managed to find my way back
having learned from the
sidetrack that the only
(continued on page 8)

“It is finished.”
Let us learn to
accept the path
God has chosen for
us, just as Jesus
accepted the path
he was to tread.
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Gaywood Food Program

St. George’s has
expanded our work
with Gaywood to
include delivering
boxes of food to the

families most in
need. This program
has been called a
“blessing from
God.” You can help
by increasing your

pledge to support
the program or
volunteering to
package food. Help
us do even more
good!

You may have noticed a
new activity in Miller Hall
after the 10:00 service
some Sundays…St Georgians sorting and packing
boxes of food to be delivered to Gaywood Elementary School, a public
school serving pre-K
through 5th grade, located
about two miles away.

program for Gaywood
families who have been
identified as needing food
support. Thanks to the
generosity of St George’s
parishioners, the vestry
was able to allocate funds
for this project as part of
the 2017 parish budget,
and the program rolled
out in February.

St George’s has a long history of supporting Gaywood; each year we hold a
“back to school” supplies
drive, and in recent years
we’ve helped renovate the
school library and conducted a school uniform
drive.

Families receive both boxes of food and grocery
store gift-cards on a regular schedule; St George’s
volunteers purchase food
for the boxes using giftcards from the Scrip program; boxes are then
packed and delivered by
additional volunteers.

During a meeting with
school administrators in
the fall, we learned that
there are a number of
Gaywood families in need
of food assistance. The
majority of Gaywood students qualify for free or
reduced price meals at
school based on family
income; unfortunately, for
some children these are
their most reliable meals.
Gaywood staff members
are very tuned in to the
children most at risk and
frequently send home
snacks with these children, but there was no
formal program in place.
Over the last 4-5 months,
members of St George's
have worked closely with
Gaywood staff to set up a

Currently we are serving
six families (34 individuals), however this number
will fluctuate as families
move away and new families are identified; we recently “lost” three families who had moved out of
the Gaywood district but
added two others, one of
whom described the program as a blessing from
God.
On Sunday
March 19, Jalisa
McKnight and
Jessica Hayes
from Gaywood
visited St
George’s. Jalisa
is the Parent Engagement Assistant (PEA) at

Gaywood, and Jessica is
the school counselor; they
have been our primary
contacts at Gaywood, and
are on the “front lines”
identifying families in
need of assistance and
otherwise helping us to
implement the program.
To celebrate their visit,
parishioners were asked
to donate laundry detergent, dish detergent, and
toiletries, items which fall
outside the scope of the
food program but for
which many of the families have expressed a
need.
Many thanks to everyone
who has helped make this
program possible, either
by increasing their pledge
to help fund the program,
or by volunteering to implement it. If you are interested in learning more
or would like to find out
how you can get involved,
please speak to Sandy
Rayford or Donna Haselton.
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Help With Easter Flowers—April 15
Lent is halfway over and
Easter is approaching
fast as we prepare
to celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus
Christ. It is also time to
think about decorating
our beautiful Sanctuary
with lovely Spring flowers
and plants.

The flowers will be ordered within the next few
weeks and will arrive at
the Church Thursday or
Friday of Holy Week. As
many of us have often
said, "Many hands make
light work". We are in
need of folks to help set
up, prepare the plants

and flowers to decorate
the church, and clean up
after the beautification
process is complete.
Please consider donating
a few hours on Saturday,
April 15 between 10AM3PM. There will be a sign
up sheet on the Narthex
bulletin board that will
indicate tasks and time
slots. We will also have
some light refreshments
and a wonderful time of
community.
If you have questions and/
or concerns, please contact Diane Clark at 301805-4638 or via email:
decht528@verizon.net.
We look forward to seeing
you there!

Lenten Reflection (cont.)
(continued from page 3)
our political climate might
have us forget this, but
God gave us brains in our
heads and it’s important
to use them.
Finally, the physical act of
placing the ashes on
someone’s forehead and
touching their shoulder to
bless them on their journey was, to be honest, a
little unnerving at first – I
felt actual chills. I realized that this act of placing my hand on a stranger

and giving them direct
eye contact was odd and
foreign to me.
I mean, consider it for
yourself. Unless you are
in the medical field, how
often to your touch a
stranger body? It is rare,
if it ever happens at all. I
was reminded of the experience on Maundy Thursday foot washing but on a
new level. This was truly
the “stranger.”
We are taught to keep
strangers at a distance.

As this person took a moment to breathe and to
accept God’s grace, they
shared that moment with
me…someone they did
not know and would probably never see again. We
recognized our humanity,
that while our day to day
lives may differ tremendously, we share the common human experience.

And as the words of Ash
Wednesday say, remember we come from dust to
dust we shall return.
- Mary Rogers

We need help
beautifying our
Church with
flowers for Easter.
Many hands make
light work—join us
Saturday, April 15
from 10am—3pm
to help!
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Easter Donations

Easter donations
support our
ministries and
parish activities.
Donations can be
made by check or

online. Please
make donations by

Please consider making a
special Easter donation to
St. George's this season.
Our vibrant and growing
parish relies on donations
to support our ministries
and parish activities.
If you have weekly envelopes you can use the special Easter envelope, or
just place your donation
in the basket. If you do-

nate by check, please add
a memo line noting that
this is your Easter donation.
If you would like to give
specifically for flowers, or
remember someone in
your donation, please
mail the form (found on
the last page of the newsletter) to the office, or
bring it on a Sunday.

You may also donate
through our online giving
page, accessible at
stgeorgesglenndale.org/
giving/.
The deadline to get
names in the Easter bulletin is Sunday April 9;
Easter donations are welcome anytime. Many
thanks!

April 9 to be listed
in the Easter
bulletin; donations
can be made

anytime.

Letter from the Vestry (cont.)
(continued from page 5)
path to be on is the one
that leads to God.

So that when that day
comes, and I come to the
end of this life I can close
this chapter with the conviction of knowing that I

did my best to be pleasing
to God and walk in His
way. That I have learned
the lessons that Christ’s
sacrifice have provided
and will use His life as an
example to live my own.
That on this day He died
for my sins and with the

words of the song conclude that… It is finished,
the battle is over. It is
finished, there’ll be no
more war. It is finished,
the end of the conflict. It
is finished, and Jesus is
Lord.
- Ingrid Charlton
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Outreach Update
The Outreach and Social
Justice Committee continues to be busy, especially
as we have expanded the
focus of our mission.
In the past we have spent
most of our attention and
energy on the direct delivery of services to targeted
physical needs. The parish has supported the
School Supplies Drive for
Gaywood, the Warm
Clothing Drive for the immigrant children in
Prince George’s County
Schools, as well as
Thanksgiving and Christmas Baskets.
Additionally, we must remember the most sustained and widely supported commitment has
been the week long hosting of Safe Haven, and
now Warm Nights. This
year, there is a new long
term commitment of a
program at Gaywood to
address the food needs of
families with regular food
deliveries. (See “Gaywood
Food Program” for more.)
In recent months, we have
explained how we are expanding the focus to include work on issues of

Social Justice. We recognize that we can make a
greater impact on problems affecting Social Justice by working to improve the laws which impact the lives of large
numbers of people in addition to providing direct
service to those affected.

Bail Bondsmen in the
country. Frequently when
someone is arrested, they
spend a lengthy time in
jail prior to trial, simply
because they cannot afford to post bail. This
leads to loss of employment, and sometimes
homelessness.

Two issues where you can
be involved are Immigrant Rights and Bail Reform. You probably know
of many others. Information about these two
issues is on the bulletin
board in the narthex.
Please feel free to add additional issues that call to
you.

Legislation to address
this problem has stalled
in the legislature this
year due to a huge infusion of cash and other
contributions by the Bail
Bond industry. Although
the Court of Appeals voted to make changes to
this system this year,
some legislators are working right now to stop that
from happening.

We have provided warm
clothing to immigrant
children, now we are asking you to think about
ways that we can help
them feel safe in our
country. Information has
been posted and shared
about the Trust Act in the
Maryland legislature,
which addresses how police departments respond
when there are incidents
which involve immigrants, either as victims
or suspects. Please let
your delegate or senator
know of your support for
this legislation.
A second topic has been
the issue of Bail Reform.
Maryland is one of the
most profitable states for

This is another issue
where you can make your
feelings known to your
representatives.
The work of the Outreach
and Social Justice Committee needs the support
and energy of every member of the parish. We welcome your ideas and your
enthusiasm. Our mission
is to work for Social Justice. There are so many
areas of need that everyone can be involved. We
are all workers in God’s
Kingdom!
- Peggy Alexander
Outreach and Social
Justice Committee

The Outreach and
Social Justice
Committee has
expanded its work
this year—with
new direct service
programs and new
advocacy
engagement. Please
make your voice
heard, either with
the legislature or
by volunteering
with our programs.

S t G e o r g e ’ s E p i s c o p a l C h ur c h, G le n n D a le P a r i s h

7010 Glenn Dale Rd.
Glenn Dale, Md 20769
Phone: 301 262 3285
Fax: 301 262 0666
http://stgeorgesglenndale.org/

Mission Statement:
The mission of St. George’s
is to build a Christian
community of love and
support that actively seeks
and includes all people.
We commit ourselves to
spiritual growth through
worship and education
that empowers us to follow
Christ’s example in the
world.

Easter Flowers

Your Name: _____________________________________________
In Memory of

In Thanksgiving for

__________________________________

______________________________________

__________________________________

______________________________________

__________________________________

______________________________________

__________________________________

______________________________________

__________________________________

______________________________________

Total Given: $ _____________

