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November Dates: 

 1; Remembrance Service  

 6; One 9:00 AM Service 

and Ingathering 

 6-13; Warm Nights 

 13, 20; Sunday School 

 All November long: 

Warm Clothing Drive! 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

 Dec 3; 4:00 PM Saint 

Nicholas Party 

 Dec 10; 4:00 PM Concert 

with Shuai Wang 

Letter from the Rector 

Welcoming Warm Nights 

This usually causes a 

bit of angst amongst 

some of us; for those 

who attend 8:00 AM, 

having church later and 

with music can be a 

challenge – though for 

the record, we try to 

choose hymns that even 

our non-singers may 

know and enjoy.   For 

those who attend 10:00 

Dear Friends, 

At least twice a year, on 

the Sunday we celebrate 

All Saints’ Day and on 

the first Sunday in Feb-

ruary when we have our 

Annual Meeting, we for-

go our 8:00 and 10:00 

AM Sunday schedule 

and have one service at 

9:00 AM. 

AM, arriving earlier can 

be a challenge for some.   

Most of the complaining 

is good-natured though, 

and everyone’s efforts to 

get here for the 9:00 AM 

services are certainly 

much appreciated. 

I have to say, these 9:00 

AM services have a spe-

cial place in my heart.   

     (continued on page 2) 

and working in the 

kitchen to prepare our 

welcoming meal.  

We’ve gotten a great 

response to requests for 

help during the week, 

but Sunday’s set-up, 

and the following Sun-

day closing of our week 

will be a big job. The 

more, the merrier, they 

say, and we can use ex-

tra hands to get all the 

preparations completed 

before we open our 

doors to our guests.  

Please think about roll-

ing up your sleeves and 

pitching in to help work 

off the calories of that 

yummy parish break-

fast! 

During the week, feel 

free to come by to chat 

with our visitors, lend a 

hand with activities like 

homework, or just sit 

down to share the fun of 

watching a movie. On 

Wednesday night we’ll 

be in the chapel for 

Compline. Come join us!  

Our church is our home 

and we hope you’ll feel 

free to drop by and enjoy      

     (continued on page 5) 

Our Warm Nights shel-

ter opens on Sunday 

November 6, in time for 

the evening meal. After 

our parish Ingathering 

celebration on Sunday 

morning, we’ll begin set-

ting up to welcome our 

guests.  

We’ll be busy on Sunday 

afternoon as supplies 

are delivered by the 

Warm Nights staff; set-

ting up sleeping areas 

in the sanctuary and 

classrooms, preparing 

our common space for 

dining and activities, 
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I really love looking out at 

our congregation in those 

times and seeing the 

breadth of the St. 

George’s family.  I love 

watching people who go to 

a different service have 

opportunity to meet, and 

seeing people who go to 

different services sit next 

to each other at church.   

I love the festive nature of 

these services, especially 

since at All Saints Sun-

day we are often celebrat-

ing baptism - as we are 

this year as well, officially 

welcoming Giovanna 

Warn into the community 

of faith.  I love the energy 

in the air, the tangible 

sense of the Holy Spirit 

being present with us at 

these times. 

In my life at St. George’s, 

there have been moments 

over the years when I am 

leading worship that are 

times of transcendence for 

me – moments that are 

often “thin places,” where 

the everyday and the holy 

intersect and it is easy to 

feel God’s presence.   

Some of these powerful 

times of God being tangi-

bly present have been at 

these joint services, when 

our church community 

comes together to joyfully 

praise God and express 

our gratitude for all of the 

ways God has blessed us. 

As we get ready for the 

next of these 9:00 AM ser-

vices —Sunday, Novem-

ber 6—I hope you will be 

present, and add your 

voice to the chorus of 

thanks and praise.  We 

will be a fuller expression 

of St. George’s in all our 

glory if you are there. 

Blessings, 

Connie+ 

Sunday School Dates in 
November 

The St. George’s Calendar of Events for Children and 

Youth for the year can be found at: 

  

https://stgeorgesglenndale.org/st-georges-calendar 

Please note that the dates 

for Sunday School in No-

vember are November 13 

and November 20. 

The High School Youth 

Group meets on Friday, 

November 18 at 6:00 PM. 

Our four-legged friends and family 

joined us for the Blessing of the 

Animals in September  
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Living Generously  

To turn our virtuous 

circle ever wider—to 

grow our budget and 

continue to create a 

more vibrant 

spiritual home here 

at St. George’s—

please consider 

increasing your 

pledge for the coming 

year! 

cember during which time 

we work to ensure that 

every dollar is argued for 

and allocated. We may 

say 'no' or 'not yet,' or we 

may ask our staff and vol-

unteers to budget $3,000 

when they would prefer to 

have $5,000.   

But, thanks to your giv-

ing, to the pledges you 

make to us, and to our 

confidence as fiduciaries 

that we can count on your 

giving, this year it looks 

like we will be able to 

have a balanced budget. 

What does running a bal-

anced budget mean? In a 

way, it begins to create a 

virtuous circle ever wider. 

It means we are able to 

invest in our future in a 

bid to broaden and deep-

en our appeal to you and 

to anyone else who might 

wander through our 

doors, which we hope will 

increase our membership 

and deepen our pledge 

support as well.  

It means in our meetings 

in Finance, at Vestry, at 

Building and Grounds, 

rather than focusing most 

of our time on how to 

most efficiently fund our 

operations from month to 

month, we are able now, 

more often than not, to 

devote time brainstorm-

ing for the activities, pro-

gramming and initiatives 

that will make us a more 

In this season of Steward-

ship, when you are asked 

to reach into your pocket 

and make a commitment 

to St. George’s, I wish to 

give you a sense of the 

value your dollar creates 

for our operations. Last 

year at this time we asked 

you to give, and you did.  

Thank you for that amaz-

ing commitment from all 

who pledged and gave 

time, talent and treasure. 

In December the vestry 

approved a budget that, 

although it was “faith 

based” (meaning we 

planned for money that 

had not been pledged), 

looks like it will be met 

though your generosity 

this year. This is an annu-

al budget that, reflecting 

our growth, has grown to 

approximately $280,000.  

While that is a big num-

ber, thanks to the rigor of 

our Treasurer, our 

Bookkeeper, our Finance 

Committee, and our Ves-

try, which ultimately ap-

proves our finances, there 

is no “fat” in that number. 

We invest in staff, in edu-

cation and spiritual devel-

opment, in our youth and 

in outreach to serve our 

community, and in our 

building to maintain and 

beautify it.  

We do this with a budget 

process that begins in Oc-

tober and closes in De-

interesting and vital spir-

itual home for you.  

We wish to connect with 

you more deeply and 

more frequently. Our 

many spiritual enrich-

ment offerings came out 

of such discussions, as did 

the “Warm Nights” pro-

gram and process, as did 

the Pastoral Care team, 

even the St. George’s 

Gaywood food program 

and paid music coordina-

tor initiatives that you 

have heard about.  

Our calendar over the 

next year is overflowing 

with musical offerings, 

spiritual enrichment op-

portunities, and fun fel-

lowship events. And so 

the virtuous circle ever 

wider turns. The point of 

this letter is simply to say 

that your pledges of last 

year have made us self-

sustainable as an organi-

zation on an operating 

basis. Thank you! Please 

remember that this year 

as you consider your spir-

itual life with us.  

Your pledges, and an in-

crease of just $7 per week 

per pledging unit, are vi-

tal to help us grow. We 

have every intention of 

continuing to earn your 

trust and making your 

pledges thrive in the ser-

vice of St. George’s.  

Sincerely,  

Roy Peterson 
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Shuai Wang, our 

talented pianist 

who has played for 

Sunday services, 

will be performing 

various classical 

works December 10 

at 4:00 PM.  

Piano Concert with Shuai Wang December 10 

major, selections from 

Schubert’s Impromptus 

Opus 90 as well as his Ave 

Maria, Mozart’s D major 

Variations on a Minuet by 

Duport, and Albeniz’s 

Suite Española No 1 and 

4. 

For the last year, Shuai 

has accompanied our choir 

as an intern, which is part 

of her studies at the Uni-

versity of Maryland.  She 

is presently pursuing a 

Doctor of Musical Arts 

degree in the School of 

Be sure to note on your 

calendar that Shuai Wang 

will present a concert on 

Saturday, December 10 at 

4:00 PM in the sanctuary 

at St George’s. 

We have all appreciated 

hearing Shuai play for our 

Sunday services, and now 

she will be sharing her 

masterful talents from her 

classical piano repertoire 

on December 10.  At this 

point, the program will 

likely include Chopin’s 

Scherzo No. 12 in B flat 

Music at the University, 

studying with Larissa 

Dedova. She also has 

earned degrees from the 

University of Michigan 

School of Music, Theatre 

and Dance for her Mas-

ters in Music, and the 

Oberlin Conservatory of 

Music for her baccalaure-

ate in music as well as 

from the Shenyang Con-

servatory of Music in her 

native China. 

Plan to join us for a won-

derful concert! 

St. Nicholas Party 

in particular children, 

sailors, and prisoners.  

St. Nicholas Day is ob-

served on December 6 on 

the church calendar, and 

that means…it’s time for 

a party! 

The annual St. Nicholas 

party will be held on Sat-

urday, December 3, from 

4:00 PM until 7:00 PM.   

This is a long tradition at 

St George’s, and is always 

Who was Saint Nicholas? 

Nicholas was born during 

the third century A.D., 

and became Bishop of My-

ra (in what is now Turkey) 

at a young age. There 

are many stories 

about his generosity, 

his love for children, 

and his care for those 

in need.  Today he 

may be the patron 

saint of more causes 

than any other saint, 

a wonderful time of fun, 

food, and fellowship for 

all ages, not just kids.  

We will make St. Nicholas 

themed crafts and deco-

rate a Christmas tree, 

while munching cookies 

and sipping hot chocolate. 

Pizza and salad will be 

provided for dinner.   

Perhaps there will be a 

surprise visit by Bishop 

Nicholas himself! 

November 1 All Saints’ Remembrance Service in the Chapel  

cemetery, as well as any-

one who has died whom 

you would like to remem-

ber.  

It is a wonderful celebra-

tion of recognizing the 

On Tuesday, November 1, 

at 7:00 PM, St. George’s 

will celebrate its annual 

service of remembrance in 

the Chapel.  At this ser-

vice we pray for all those 

who are buried in our 

saints who have moved 

from this life to the next, 

and our continuing con-

nection with them, so 

please join us for this spe-

cial service in the Chapel 

at 7:00 PM on the 1st. 
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We are looking 

forward to hosting 

Warm Nights from 

November 6—13. 

Volunteer or just 

visit for a while as 

we open our church 

and our hearts to 

our visitors. 

Are You Interested in Healing Prayer? 

course our individual 

prayers for those we know 

who may need care and 

comfort in particular cir-

cumstances. 

Another way for the com-

munity to care for each 

other in prayer is by offer-

ing healing prayer during 

Sunday services.  This 

has not been the regular 

practice at St. George’s, 

though we have done it a 

bit in the past.  It is 

something however that 

the Pastoral Care Team is 

interesting in gauging the 

parish’s desire for or will-

ingness to participate in.    

To that end, we have two 

questions for you: 

  If healing prayers 

were offered during 

Sunday worship, 

would you have inter-

est in receiving heal-

ing prayers? 

 Would you be willing 

“Are any among you sick? 

They should call for the 

elders of the church and 

have them pray over them, 

anointing them with oil in 

the name of the Lord. The 

prayer of faith will save 

the sick, and the Lord will 

raise them up; and anyone 

who has committed sins 

will be forgiven. Therefore 

confess your sins to one 

another, and pray for one 

another, so that you may 

be healed. The prayer of 

the righteous is powerful 

a n d  e f f e c t i v e . ”  

—James 5:14-16 

These verses from James 

are a message to the com-

munity of faith, encourag-

ing us to pray for each 

other in times of need.  

There are any number of 

ways for us to pray for 

each other, including the 

prayers of the people in 

worship on Sunday, the 

parish prayer list and the 

prayer chain, and of 

to lead prayers of 

healing with your fel-

low parishioners? 

Were we to offer healing 

prayer as part of our Sun-

day worship, we would 

first need volunteers will-

ing to attend training and 

be in conversation with 

the Pastoral Care Team.  

We would then work on 

adding a time of healing 

prayer to the Sunday ser-

vice.  It would be lay-led 

and strictly voluntary, 

simply an offering to 

those who desired it. 

If this is something you 

would like to see come to 

St. George’s, and particu-

larly if you are interested 

in being a prayer leader, 

please speak to any one of 

the Pastoral Care Team.  

They are Mary Frances 

Bruce, Terry Doyle, Mar-

garet McHale, Connie 

Reinhardt, and Josephine 

Ross.   

Warm Nights (cont.) 

open for announcements 

by email during the week, 

just in case we need help 

or supplies that we hadn’t 

anticipated. If you see a 

request, maybe you can 

make a grocery run or 

help out as needed.  

We are looking forward to 

a successful week and are 

so glad St. Georgian’s are 

(continued from page 1)

being at home with fellow 

parishioners and guests. 

Just so you know, during 

the week no one is staying 

in the church during the 

day, although we may 

have guests using Satur-

day as a day to relax and 

stay on site all day.  

Please keep your eyes 

committed to providing a 

warm welcome to those 

who need a welcoming 

place to stay. Thanks in 

advance for your generos-

ity. 

Questions? See Pat or 

Peggy Alexander or any 

member of the Outreach 

and Social Justice Com-

mittee. 
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 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

will use to purchase other 

items students might need 

such as boots, socks, and 

uniforms.  

Target gift cards will be 

available for purchase 

during coffee hour 

throughout the drive; pur-

chasing the cards directly 

from St. George's benefits 

both the children and our 

parish. You may give the 

Target cards to Donna or 

Randy Haselton or Peggy 

Alexander. 

As the weather turns cold-

er, St George’s is again 

reaching out to help the 

Prince George’s County 

School System meet the 

needs of newly arrived 

immigrant and refugee 

children who do not have 

clothing appropriate for 

our winter weather.  

Throughout the month of 

November we will be hold-

ing a warm clothing drive.  

The school system has al-

ready started receiving 

large numbers of refugees 

from Syria and Afghani-

stan; many of the refugee 

families tend to be large 

(four or more children).  

You can help by contrib-

uting coats and jackets, 

new or gently used and 

clean, as well as hats, 

scarves, and gloves.  

The students range in age 

from 5 to 20, so sizes 

youth small to adult large 

are all welcome. Dona-

tions should be placed in 

the bin in the narthex.  

Please bring your dona-

tions to church anytime 

during the month of No-

vember, but remember 

that students are already 

arriving and so is the cold-

er weather!  

In addition, the school sys-

tem would welcome Tar-

get gift cards, which they 

Warm Clothing Drive 


