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Letter from the Rector
September Dates:

 5; Labor Day Parade

Dear Friends,

 11, 18, 25;

I want to thank you for
your prayers and support as I walked with
my father through his
last days and his death
this August. I so appreciate
the
cards,
thoughts, and expressions of care I have
heard from so many of
you.

Adult Education

 11, 25; Sunday School

 17; Church Work Day
 25; Blessing of the
Animals
Upcoming Dates:

 November 6-13;

While it has not been
an easy time, I have
been comforted by your
love, and I thank you
for that.
I want to express my
gratitude to Roy Peterson and Dan Ryan, our
wardens, and to the
vestry for their leadership in the time I was
away.

Knowing
that
St.
George’s was in good
hands meant that I
could focus my attention
on family matters without worry, which was
also a comfort.
Also, I want to share
with you all how much
my dad enjoyed coming
to St. George’s over the
(continued on page 2)

Warm Nights

Greenbelt Labor Day Parade & Festival
Inside this issue:
Letter from the Rector

1

Labor Day Parade

1

Diocesan Council

2

Sunday School

4

Church Work Day

4

Warm Nights Rescheduled

4

Children Invited to Process

5

Behind on Your Pledge?

5

Adult Education

5

Bible Study

5

September 2016 Calendar

6

Season of Creation

7-8

Parades are always fun
and who doesn't love a
parade?
St. George's
loves parades and we
will be marching in the
Greenbelt Labor Day
Parade on Monday, September 5, starting at 10
AM.
The route itself is a 1.5
mile route up Crescent
Road starting from near
Buddy Attick Park and
ending at the Roosevelt
Center. We will have
our bouncy balls and
pinwheels available to
hand out to the crowds,

and I am crossing my
fingers
for
cooler
weather but at least the
parade route has lots of
shade.
Once we reach the end
you’re right there at the
festival where you can
hop on carnival rides,
enjoy great food, check
out the book sale, or
listen to live music. So
mark your calendars
and come on out on
what should be a beautiful September morning to show your St.
George's pride (wear

your T-shirt!) to the
community of Greenbelt
and beyond.
Also if anyone has a car
or truck available for
some parishioners to
ride in, we could use it.
If you would like more
information about the
Labor Day Parade and
how you can help, you
can talk to me after a
service or shoot me an E
-mail
at
theblackdog@gmail.com. Thank
you in advance for your
interest in Labor Day!
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Letter from the Rector (continued)
(continued from page 1)
past ten years. This was
a very special place
to him, and he treasured
those times he was able to
be here.
That wasn’t just about
him being the proud dad
of his daughter the priest
(though he was); it was
also about the welcome he
found here. You made
him feel part of the extended family of St.
George’s, and that meant
much to him.
At his memorial service,
the music was what could
be called a “St. George’s
mix” of hymns, which he

would have loved. The
final song was an Easter
hymn and the first two
verses are as follows:
The strife is o’er, the battle
done
The victory of life is won
The song of triumph has
begun: Alleluia.
The powers of death have
done their worst
But Christ their legions
hath dispersed
Let shout of holy joy outburst: Alleluia.
This hymn and others
that celebrate Jesus’ resurrection are not especial-

ly easy to sing in the face
of a significant loss.
And at the same time,
singing them in the midst
of death is an act of faith,
reminding us of our deepest convictions: in our
death, our lives are
changed, not ended; because Jesus Christ was
raised from the dead, so
too shall we be raised;
and God’s love is stronger
than death itself. Even in
the most difficult of circumstances, may we remember these truths.
Blessings,
Connie+

Member of Diocesan Council
Hello everyone! For those
of you that do not know
me, my name is Diane
Clark and I am honored to
be the newest member of
St. George’s Vestry. In addition, I am also a member
of the Diocesan Council.
You may ask, what is the
Diocesan Council? The
answer is, it is the Vestry
for the Diocese. The Diocese is made up of 89 parishes from District of Columbia and four counties
in Maryland.
You may also ask, how
does one become a member of Diocesan Council?

We are elected from the
now eight regions that
comprise the Diocese for a
three-year commitment.
We can serve two consecutive terms and then rotate
off for at least one term.
Maybe, the final question
would be, how does that
work? Hopefully, what
follows will answer that
question.
The Diocesan Council is
comprised of two elected
representatives from each
region; one clerical and
one lay. There are additional
representatives
that are appointed by the

bishop to sit on council.
The regional assemblies
that occur in the fall are
business meetings as well
as an election.
There are nominations for
various Diocesan committees, for example, Standing Committee, Commission on Ministry, Ecclesiastical Trial Court, etc.
One can be elected from
the regions as well as at
the Diocesan Convention.
I was elected from Region
V which is now Prince
Georges North. Originally there were five regions
(continued on page 3)
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Diocesan Council (continued)
(continued from page 2)
and at the last Diocesan
Convention, the regions
were re-structured to the
now eight regions named
by geographic location.
The main focus within the
re-structuring was to better enable the parishes to
work together to develop
programs,
share
resources, and further the
mission work with which
we are tasked, as well as
“do church” outreach
geared more to those who
do not normally attend
church.
The re-structuring is still
in the infant stages and
will possibly take at least
three to five years to be as
functional in practice as
we would hope.
The Council is a very diverse group of folks that
take care of the business
associated with the Diocese. Like any parish Vestry, we are responsible for
the budget, the property
of the Diocese, and any
issue that requires council
approval. Parishes often
petition the council for
guidance and financial
assistance for a Capital
Campaign, and a variety
of other financial concerns.
With the new regional restructuring, we are also
responsible for the evaluation and approval of the

grant process. In addition, the Diocesan Council
was also responsible for
selling St. Luke’s in
Bladensburg, St. James
in Bowie, and will continue to work closely and
monitor the spending associated with the Bishop
Walker School for Boys in
Southeast, Washington,
D.C.
It has been an interesting
adventure sitting on
council for the last six
years and soon will come
to an end at the next Diocesan Convention. At
times it has been very
exciting and stimulating,
on occasion frustrating,
and even sometimes overwhelming in the face of
the enormity of the decisions before us, particularly the responsibility to
those directly affected by
each decision, or sometimes lack of a decision on
certain impassable occasions.
We work diligently to be
good stewards of our resources, the environment,
and inclusiveness for all,
to ensure we successfully
complete the work that
God has given us to do.
I have met many wonderful people throughout the
Diocese and have come to
realize that most parishes
are all in the same boat
and share the same con-

cerns. There is a common
misconception
among
some parishes who feel
apart from the Diocese
because those at Church
House have had little interaction with their parish in the past.
As Episcopalians, none of
us are alone and can always call on another parish, either in our own region or anywhere in the
Diocese, to ask for help.
But there is also a great
deal of support from
Church House and the
Bishop available to every
parish in the Diocese, and
we hope the recent restructuring will further
open those lines of communication and ensure
that every parish feels
like an integral part of
the bigger whole that is
our Diocese of Washington.
There will be several
openings on Council and,
if you are inclined, I urge
you to put forth your
name for candidacy to be
a representative from
Prince George’s North
region. It has been an
honor and a privilege to
serve on council. It has
been a wonderful experience.
Thank you and many
blessings to you all.
- Diane E. Clark

Serving on the
Diocesan Council is
an interesting
adventure. There will
be several openings
soon, and
parishioners are
encouraged to apply.
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Sunday School Starts September 11 for All Ages!
On Sunday, September 11
we will kick off the new
Sunday School year. Classes meet downstairs at
9:00 am. This year there
are four different classes
available for those ages 2
– high school.
The Godly Play Class is
for those ages 2-4 and will
be let by Jay Tobias and
his able assisting teacher
Tasha. Godly Play is a
Montessori-based curriculum which focuses on telling the biblical stories and
encouraging the children
to engage with the story
and related material at
their own pace and their
own level.
The Primary Class is for
those in first through

third grade and will be led
by Katie Lawley, assisted
by Ernie Lawley, and Liz
Matson, assisted by Leslie
Horne. The curriculum is
called Living the Good
News and is tied in to the
lectionary, the lessons
that we use during Sunday morning church service.
The Middle Class is
grades 4-8 and will be led
by Rowland and Silvia
Hoke. It also uses the
Living the Good News curriculum and focuses on
the lessons we hear in
worship. This group has a
new space – they will
meet in the library.
The High School Class
meets in the teen room

and will be led by Gabrielle Moskey and James
DeMaio. The high school
students tie in real life
issues and experiences
with the biblical story and
their faith.
This year there will be
regular meetings of the
high school students for
service and fellowship on
the third Friday of the
month, likely to start in
October. Stay tuned for
more details!
There will be a comprehensive Sunday School
and Youth and Family
Event schedule coming
out shortly and made
available to all who are
interested. We look forward to a great year!

Church Work Day: Parish Clean-Up Saturday, September 17
Calling all Parishioners! A sign-up
sheet is posted in
the narthex, with a
listing of our major
projects for the
day. Work will
begin at 10:00 AM
and conclude some time
mid-afternoon.

We need parishioners to
help deep clean the kitchen in preparation for
Warm Nights, as well as
help winterizing, organizing, some power washing,
and cleaning up the
grounds and parking lot.
Please wear clothes you
wouldn’t mind ruining.

The
Buildings
and
Grounds Committee hopes
you can join us for any
part of the day – many
hands
make
lighter
work. Thank you for considering helping our efforts to keep the church
clean and in good repair.

Warm Nights Shelter Rescheduled
Warm Nights has
been rescheduled
for November 6-13.

Our planned October
week hosting the Warm
Nights Shelter has been
rescheduled.

We'll be hosting Warm
Nights in early November
instead.

More details about our
new shelter week schedule will be available soon!
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Children Invited to Process—10:00 Service Sundays in Sept.
All children and young
people are invited to be at
church by 9:55 on Sunday
mornings during the
month of September, the
Season of Creation.

of this season, in which
the children follow the
acolytes in procession and
bring objects up to the
altar that connect to our
theme each week.

There will be a Children’s
Procession each Sunday

More details will be sent
out via email, but the

theme for each Sunday
are as follows:


4 – Ocean Sunday




11 – Storm Sunday
18 – Cosmos Sunday



25 – Animal Sunday

All children are encouraged to participate!

Behind on Your Pledge? Please Catch Up
Over the summer it is not
unusual to be traveling,
on vacation, or otherwise
not at church on Sundays.
Rest and refreshment are
wonderful things and they
are to be encouraged.
One outcome of this
though is that it is also
not unusual to get behind
on one’s financial pledge
to the church. Late sum-

mer is often the time, as it
is this year, when St.
George’s finds its finances
a bit tight because some of
us have not kept up with
our pledges.
If this applies to you, we
ask that you make every
effort to get current with
your financial commitment to the church. If you
want to know where you

are relative to your
pledge, you can always
ask Mary Frances Bruce,
our treasurer, or Ed
Neuschler, our bookkeeper, and they would be
happy to look it up for
you.
And as always, thank you
very much for your support of St. George’s.

learn about Prayers and
Thanksgivings that you
can use, the Catechism,
Historical
Documents,
and Daily Devotions for
Individuals and Families.
In October, we will start a
program exploring what is

means to act like Jesus.
Please come for all or
some of our time together
as we explore the rich traditions of the church and
its people. Adult Ed meets
in Miller Hall at 9:00 AM.

In-Depth Bible Study on the Prophet Isaiah Coming this Fall
Continuing our practice of
the past few years, we will
be offering an in-depth,
year-long study of scrip-

ture starting in October.
The final details are still
to come, but the subject of
our study will be the book

finds its finances
tight at the end of
summer, as
vacation schedules
interfere with
pledged giving.
Please make sure
you are up to date
on your pledges!

Adult Education
Adult Education will resume September 11 at
9:00 AM, with a look at
what is in the Prayer Book
and how to use it. Last
year we talked about the
history of the Prayer Book
and this time we will

St. George’s often

of the Prophet Isaiah. Or
more precisely, the books
of the prophet Isaiah – to
learn more, sign up!
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2016
Join the celebration
this

September

St. George’s Episcopal Church
FOLLOW US ONLINE:

stgeorgesglenndale.org
facebook.com/stgeo
twitter.com/stgeomd

St George ’s Episcopal Church, Glenn Dale Parish

7010 Glenn Dale Rd.
Glenn Dale, Md 20769
Phone: 301 262 3285
Fax: 301 262 0666
http://stgeorgesglenndale.org/

Mission Statement:
The mission of St. George’s
is to build a Christian
community of love and
support that actively seeks
and includes all people.
We commit ourselves to
spiritual growth through
worship and education
that empowers us to follow
Christ’s example in the
world.

Season of Creation Begins September 4
It’s September and that
means the Season of Creation has made its return.
This year, we observe the
Wisdom cycle and feature
a different aspect of creation each week.
When you attend services
this month be sure to take
a close look at the new
altar frontal, which was
created by the children of
St.
George’s
with the coaching and inspiration of Charlotte
Colvin.
You can see the
images the children created for
the
various

weeks of the month.
September 4 is Ocean
Sunday to celebrate life in
the seas and all our waterways. Then in the second
week, we mark Storm
Sunday on September 11.
September 18 is Cosmos
Sunday to honor the Cosmic Christ of the universe.
And we end the month
with September 25 and
the blessing of animals on
Animal Sunday.
With special regard to Animal Sunday, we are most
welcome to bring fourlegged friends to church
for the 10:00 AM service
for the Blessing of Animals. Note that it is a

Sunday service this year
rather than being held on
Saturday. At the same
time, we can also do a
blessing in proxy for your
animals you may choose
not to bring to the service.
Note: The 8:00 service will
NOT include an animal
blessing. So bring your
furry creatures to the later service, only.
Lastly, send digital pictures of your pets, current
or from the past to:
TerrenceDoyle@msn.com
or bring a hard copy photo
to church. We will have a
PowerPoint photo montage of your pets.

