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Letter from the Rector
August Dates:
 Sign up for Warm Nights
Shelter!
 Bring in your supplies for
Gaywood.

“And now, my children,
listen to me: happy are
those who keep
my ways.”
Proverbs 8.32

Upcoming Dates:

Dear Friends,

 September 11; Sunday
School starts

Although it is definitely
high summer (with the
temperatures to prove
it), there is still much
going on at St. George’s
in this time. The office
is open, the vestry continues to meet, and every Sunday morning we
continue to gather in

 September 25; Blessing
of the Animals

 October 2-9; Warm
Nights

worship and praise of
God. We bring before
God our hopes and our
fears, our joys and our
anguish, and we pray
for our community, our
leaders, our world, and
the most vulnerable
among us in the midst
of a complicated time in
the life of our country.
And we also continue to
work to strengthen important areas in our
parish life. At its retreat this past March,

the vestry identified
several areas which we
wanted to focus on over
the next year and beyond. One was our offerings to youth and
children, and I want to
tell you about some of
what is going on in this
area.
I have convened focus
groups with parents of
differing age groups in
the parish, to hear what
parents and children
(continued on page 2)
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In the middle of a heat
wave it’s hard to think
about the chill of autumn and the arrival of
winter. But winter IS

August/September
 Volunteer sign-up

completed: Sept. 18
 Shelter week:

coming. Although we
won’t be hosting our
shelter “in the bleak
midwinter," remember
that many are without
shelter in every season,
and as autumn nights
get short and cold, we’ll
be ready to provide a
warm welcome.
This is our first year
working with the Warm
Nights program, and if
you’ve volunteered be-

fore, you’ll find that the
essentials are unchanged but the details
of our program may be
different.
What’s essential and
will never change is our
commitment to radical
welcome. In order to live
into that commitment,
we’ll need a dedicated
team of volunteers who
(continued on page 5)
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Letter from the Rector (cont.)
(continued from page 1)
want and need when it
comes to their church and
their faith.
We are more deeply supporting and strengthening our Sunday School
program, and have plans
to begin a class this fall
for the critical mass of
two- and three- year olds
that happily populate our
parish.
We are working on the
creation of a Youth Formation Team who would
work with myself and our
vestry representative for
education in planning,

advising, and supporting
events and offerings to
our children of all ages
and their families. We are
also developing a full year
calendar of events and
programs for families and
children.
It is exciting work in an
exciting time in the life of
St. George’s, work I am
very happy to be engaging
in this summer and beyond. Whether you have
children or don’t, whether
they are of an age to participate in the offerings or
not, know that how we
teach and learn about

God with (and from) our
children and young people
matters. How we engage
them in our life at St.
George’s matters.
I am grateful for everyone
who is making time to
meet and talk and work
on this area, for those
who will be teaching Sunday School when we start
up again in the fall, and
for all of you who want to
see St. George’s thrive, in
this way and in others. I
look forward to sharing
what comes of this work.

Blessings,
Connie+

Labor Day Parade

jbevandangel@yahoo.com

Glenn Dale Parish
Vestry
Roy Peterson,
Senior Warden
Dan Ryan,
Junior Warden
Ingrid Charlton
Diane Clark
Tim Dangel
Terry Doyle
Mark Fehling
Carolyn Lassiter
Jay Tobias
Lee Rowe,
Clerk
Mary Frances,
Treasurer
Ed Neuschler,
Bookkeeper
Mary Rogers,
Convention Delegate
Karen Horrocks,
Alternate

Parades are always fun
and who doesn't love a parade? St. George's loves
parades and we will be
marching in the Greenbelt
Labor Day Parade on
Monday, September 5,
starting at 10 AM.
The route itself is a 1.5
mile route up Crescent
Road starting from near
Buddy Attick Park and
ending at the Roosevelt
Center. We will have our
bouncy balls and pinwheels available to hand
out to the crowds, and I
am crossing my fingers for
cooler weather but at least
the parade route has lots
of shade.

Once we reach the end
you’re right there at the
festival where you can hop
on carnival rides, enjoy
great food, check out the
book sale, or listen to live
music. So mark your calendars and come on out
on what should be a beautiful September morning
to show your St.
George's pride (wear
your T-shirt!) to the
community of Greenbelt and beyond.
Also if anyone has a car
or truck available for
some parishioners to
ride in, we could use it.
If you would like more
information about the

Labor Day Parade and
how you can help, you can
talk to me after a service
or shoot me an E-mail at
theblackdog@gmail.com. Thank
you in advance for your
interest in Labor Day!
- Michael Mangiapane
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Vestry Reflection
“No act of kindness, no
matter how small, is ever
wasted.” These words of
Aesop ring so loudly and
true to me today. However, in light of the recent
incidences around the
world, it seems to have
gotten lost in the desire
by many to inflict their
ideologies, views, and beliefs on others in subversive and harmful ways.
Acts of violence in Germany, France, Turkey, Bangladesh, Afghan, Iraq, and
here at home have left me
reeling at the prospect of
this world for myself and
my children.
Having recently celebrated my 50th birthday, I
have been more cognizant
of my own time in this
world. I have been reflective on the prospects that
face my children as their
future world unfolds.
What should I tell them?
What hope is there for
them? What world climate will they face? I
cannot accept that they
will not have every opportunity to see the world,
aspire to be whatever
their heart’s desire leads

them toward, and follow
the path God has set for
them without fear , anxiety, and worry plaguing
their thoughts.
I pray nightly that they
will be safe. I ask God to
guide their hearts and
minds to help them be
secure in a future. I teach
them that it all starts
with them. They should
treat others as they wish
to be treated despite how
negatively they are treated. I implore them to be
kind to one another and
to everyone they meet as
they do not know the
depth of the impact their
actions might have. I instill in them the love of
God and the values that
the life of his Son has set
for them.
I recall the bible passage
“For I know the plans I
have for you,” declares
the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you
hope and a future.”
(Jeremiah 29:11) This
gives me comfort in knowing that there is a light at
the end of this dark time
for my children.

My hope for their future
is that their kindness toward others will be a
wellspring for everyone
they touch. That that
touch will shine in another’s heart and lead
that person to kindness.
That we all realize how
important it is to embody
the teachings of Christ in
his kindness to others
and know that no one act
is too insignificant.
Amelia Earhart said it
most appropriately when
she said “A single act of
kindness throws out roots
in all directions and the
roots spring up and make
new trees.” So perhaps,
we all will remember that
we, as humans, need
kindness; that words are
powerful and can be used
to either hurt or heal;
that someday the mentality of kindness will overpower the negativity that
permeates the world today.
Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgive
each other, Just as in
Christ, God forgave you.
Ephesians 4:32
- Ingrid Charlton, Vestry

“A single act of
kindness throws
out roots in all
direction and
makes the roots
spring up and

make new trees.”
- Amelia Earhart
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September will be the Season of Creation

The Season of
Creation runs
through September
and will develop
four perspectives
on the Earth;
oceans, storms,

Once again this year, St.
George’s will take a month
-long departure during the
month of September from
the regular lessons of Pentecost to observe the Season of Creation. As we
swap out the green of Pentecost for the aquamarine
of Creation, our liturgies
this year will focus on the
theme of Wisdom in Creation.

God’s presence in the
midst of a storm.

On September 18 we will
explore images of the Cosmic Christ for Cosmos
Sunday. It is time to reflect again on the vastness
of God’s creation as it extends through the worlds
of the galaxy. As we ponder the timelessness of
the “heavens” we are invited to see all creation as
one sacred cosmic reality,
a spiritual universe filled
with God’s presence, especially through the presence of the Cosmic
Christ.

The Wisdom cycle will further develop four perspectives on the Earth. On
September 4, we will mark
Ocean Sunday to begin
the season, mindful that
much of biological life
emerges from the season.

Finally, we will wrap up
the Season of Creation in
a novel way for
St. George’s by
observing Animal
Sunday with the
Blessing of the
Animals – during
our Sunday liturgy at 10:00 in the
Sanctuary.

We turn to Storm Sunday
on September 11 with images of the destructiveness of storms and the
feelings of terror and mystery they evoke. Though
destructive, storms are a
part of the cycle of nature.
Yet, whatever course they
take we are invited to find

This is indeed a departure
from prior years when we
have done this blessing on
a Saturday nearest to the
feast of Saint Francis of
Assisi. Note: The 8:00
service will NOT include
an animal blessing. So
bring your furry creatures
to the later service only.

There will be more information to come on opportunities to participate in
the Season of Creation,
and more about blessing
the animals in service on
September 25 at 10:00
service. We look forward
to another lively September celebrating creation!

Parish Camping Trip?
To those who have asked
about a parish camping
trip this September, and
those who were planning
to participate, we are sorry to say that Greenbelt
Park is no longer renting
their fire pit area where
we have held events ser-

vices over the course of
the camping weekend during the past several years.
Other possibilities for using alternate space in the
park were explored, but a
suitable place could not be
found. Rest assured we
are working on a different

weekend in an alternate
location, but we can say
for certain that it won’t be
in September.
The hope is to have further news this fall about
possible future camping
trip plans.
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Warm Nights (cont.)
(continued from page 1)
will help in many ways.
So what’s new, and how
will it affect my volunteering if I’ve helped with Safe
Haven for many years?
Our guests may include women and families. We’ll be setting up
sleeping quarters in the
downstairs classrooms as
well as Miller Hall. Set up
may require more prep
work and set up, and to
monitor the space differently during the week.

We can expect a significantly larger number
of visitors. We’ll need
more supplies, more food,
and more hands on deck.
More guests means better meal planning and
management. You’ll find
a general meal plan for
each day on the volunteer
sign up sheets, specifying
the meal for each day. We
want to ensure a nice variety of meals and minimize waste with this new
approach.
Check out the list and
choose the meal that you
feel comfortable preparing, or choose the day that
works for you with confidence that you already
know what and how much
to prepare.
On site staff support
makes overnight volun-

teering easier. Having a
Warm Nights staffer who
knows the program and
the participants helps us
focus on providing a caring welcome.
Saturday sleep-in will
provide additional volunteer opportunities. At our
option, we can allow
guests to stay on site on
Saturday, rather than
requiring them to leave
the shelter.
It’s a gift of comfort and
concern to our guests. All
it takes are volunteers onsite during the day Saturday to serve meals, help
out and get to know our
guests better.
I’m new to volunteering
for the shelter and not
sure how to help. What
can I do?
Many people begin
their journey as volunteers by helping with
meals. If preparing a
whole meal for many people seems a little overwhelming, sign up to
bring part of a meal, such
as sides and dessert, and
partner with someone
who is preparing other
items. Or take the plunge
and plan to prepare a full
meal, and we’ll be sure
you get advice and help.
Are you an early riser?
Come in and help with
breakfast. Our guests

leave every morning to
spend the day elsewhere,
whether at work, school,
or perhaps finding a spot
at the local library. Sending folks off with a good
breakfast is a special gift.
Help support the families
who stay with us, with
planned activities, games
and homework help for
the children.
Spend the night. Yes,
it’s not as comfy as climbing into your own bed, but
you’ll have a chance to
sleep, time to sit and talk
with guests or other volunteers, and you’ll head
home in the morning
knowing you’ve made a
difference.
There’s so much more
that you can do. If you
want to know more, contact Pat Alexander or anyone of the Warm Nights
coordinators- Sanford
Holman, Peggy Alexander, Randy Haselton, Bev
Brown, Joann Prosser,
Mary Frances Bruce, Diane Clark or Dani Beitzell.
It’s impossible to list all of
the ways we can contribute and even more impossible to capture the truth
about volunteering. That
truth? Even as we are
giving to others during
that week, we are transformed ourselves.

St. George’s is

excited to host the
Warm Nights
shelter this year.
We will host our
guests October 2-9,
and we need your

help to make their
visit a success!
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Children, Youth, and Sunday School Notes
Save the Date: Sunday
School begins on Sunday,
September 11 at 9:00 am.
If you have a two or
three year old, please
take note: there will be a
Sunday School class for
this age group starting in
September.

Season of Creation
starts on Sunday, September 4, and runs
through Sunday, September 25. One of the things
we want to do during the
10:00 worship is have a
children’s procession each
Sunday. Stay tuned for

more details!

tice Committee to offer a
couple of sessions about
homelessness to prepare
the parish for Warm
Nights.

topics of interest.

Teens and Parents: In
August there will be a
gathering with Connie+
and youth leaders to hear
from you and share ideas
about what the upcoming
year will look like. Please
plan to participate!

Adult Education
Adult education at the
Sunday 9:00 hour will
take a break in August
after finishing a seven
week, fifty day Journey
With Luke.
We will start again in September with a couple of
sessions on using the Book
of Common Prayer. The
Education and Spiritual
Development Committee
will then work with the
Outreach and Social Jus-

In October, Jeffrey Williams will lead sessions
thinking about how Jesus
acted and would act in
today's world. We hope to
have future sessions, on
the letters of Paul, on
Handel's Messiah and his
use of scripture, and other

More details will be announced in the coming
weeks and in next
month's newsletter. In
the meantime please
think about joining us in
learning about God, about
discipleship, and about
ourselves – we meet most
Sundays at 9:00 am and
welcome all who would
like to participate.

Blessing of the Animals—Sunday September 25, 10:00 am

This year the
Blessing of the
Animals will take
place inside during
the 10am service.

This fall we are doing
something different for
the Blessing of the Animals. Rather than hold it
on the first Saturday in
October, which has been
our past practice, we are
going bless the animals
during the 10:00 service
on September 25.
What this means is that
you can bring your animal

companion to church that
day to receive a blessing;
the service will be held in
our main sanctuary, not
outside, so it is absolutely
a rain or shine event.
If you would like
an animal-free
worship experience that day,
than plan to
come at 8:00,

where we will have our
regular service.
Stay tuned for more to
come – but mark September 25 on your calendar
now!

V ol u m e 1 4 N u m b er 8

Page 7

S t G e o r g e ’ s E p i s c o p a l C h ur c h, G le n n D a le P a r i s h

7010 Glenn Dale Rd.
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Mission Statement:
The mission of St. George’s
is to build a Christian
community of love and
support that actively seeks
and includes all people.
We commit ourselves to
spiritual growth through
worship and education
that empowers us to follow
Christ’s example in the
world.

Gaywood Supplies Drive
Gaywood Elementary
School, a public school
serving pre-K through 5th
graders, is located about
two miles from St.
George’s, off 97th Street in
Lanham. St George’s has
a long history of supporting Gaywood; in recent
years we have used our
Lenten Outreach offering
to renovate the school library and conducted a
school uniform drive.
Our earliest and
most consistent
support
has been
through

an annual school
supplies drive at
the beginning of
the school year.
This year’s drive
will begin July
31 and run
through the
month of August.
We will be collecting items for
students such as pens,
pencils, erasers, colored
pencils, crayons, highlighters, kid-safe scissors,
composition books,
construction paper, glue
sticks, and graph paper.
In addition, we will also
collect printer paper,
white board markers and

erasers, Post-Its, hand
soap, hand sanitizer, tissues, and paper towels.
There will be a red tub for
donated items in the narthex. Thank you for supporting the students of
Gaywood, and if you have
any questions, please see
Randy or Donna Haselton.

