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Letter from the Rector
Upcoming Dates:



October 2-9; Warm
Nights

“For whatever was written in former days was
written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the
scriptures we might
have hope.”
- Romans 15:4
Dear Friends,
Just recently a group of
St. Georgians came to
the end of a study of the
gospel of John we started in October; by the

end of the summer a
group who have been
doing bible study over
the past year from Brian McLaren’s We Make
the Road by Walking
will meet for our final
time together; and this
June we started 50 day
reading of the gospel of
Luke.
It strikes me as a true
gift that here at St.
George’s we have multiple opportunities to
read and study scrip-

ture together. As Episcopalians we hear a lot
of scripture every Sunday in worship, but we
have to make an effort
to study the bible together.
I know that for myself,
despite growing up as a
regular church going
Episcopalian, I never
really studied the bible
until I got to seminary.
And today as a priest,
one of my favorite
(continued on page 2)
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Our parish embraced
the question of how best
to continue our ministry
to those without shelter,
and as a result of that
process, we have joined
the Warm Nights shelter program. It was
wonderful to see how
many parish members
are committed to reaching out through a shelter program.
Warm Nights has asked
us to take responsibility

for the shelter for the
week of October 2
through October 9.
We’ll be hosting men,
women and families
during that week. As
you know, Warm
Nights provides support
for overnight hosting,
transportation and
moving supplies to and
from our site.
Our assigned week is
much earlier in the season than we have host-

ed in the past, and that
means we have already
begun planning. We’ll
have the benefit of
warmer weather, so no
snow crew (we hope)
will be needed, but we
have a shorter window
for preparation..
So, how can you help? In
the next few weeks
you’ll begin to get details about program
needs, and will be of(continued on page 6)
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Letter from the Rector (cont.)
(continued from page 1)
things to do remains
reading the bible together
with a small group of interested, engaged people
who want to grow in faith.
We read the bible for a
number of reasons: because it is an ancient
practice of the church; to
learn more about the nature of God; to get to
know Jesus better; because it tells us something about our history as

people of faith are only a
few of these.

The Apostle Paul gives us
another reason, as you
can read at the top of this
page: to give us hope. I
don’t think often of that
as a reason we read the
bible; maybe you don’t
either. But try that one
for a moment: we read
our holy scriptures so
that we might have hope.
To me the enduring hope
of the bible is that
through God’s love and

the grace of Jesus Christ,
new life is always possible. Though we experience difficulties and endure hardships in our
lives, these are not God’s
desire for us. God’s desire
is that we know fullness
of life. Reading and reflecting on the scriptures
reminds us of these eternal truths. For this, let
us give thanks.
Blessings,
Connie+
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Quiet prayer in the Chapel—Beginning July 24, 2016
Sunday Morning with
the Pastoral Care Team
In the bustle of Sunday
mornings, sometimes
there’s no time for a quiet
moment of prayer with
someone who can listen.
It’s sometimes hard to find
time to speak quietly with
Connie or find a restful
space. However, we are
blessed to have our historic chapel, a lovely space
that invites calm and provides a respite.
Beginning July 24, each
Sunday the chapel will be
open from 9:15 to 9:45 if
you wish to talk to a pastoral care team member.
When you need to a concern or seek a prayer partner, the pastoral care

team offers an opportunity for you to find support
and private prayer between the Sunday services.
Whether you have a burden you wish to share, or
you want a quiet prayer
for grace and strength,
the chapel door will be
open and you’ll find a
member of the team available to provide care and
support. Of course, if you
just want a prayer
and prefer not to discuss your concern,
you can pray together. If you do want to
share a concern, the
discussion will be
confidential, though
shared with Connie if
you wish, and with

the pastoral care team as
you prefer.
Our pastoral care team is
a group of your fellow parishioners who support
Connie in reaching out to
our community. The pastoral care team includes
Josephine Ross, Terry
Doyle, Margaret McHale
and Mary Frances Bruce.
Each Sunday one of the
team will be available in
the chapel.
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Vestry Reflection: Pride Parade and Pulse
My emotions the weekend
of June 11 & 12 ranged
from joy to despair. I
marched in the Washington Gay Pride parade on
the 11th with my St.
George’s family, and, as in
the past, was joyful at the
increasing acceptance and
celebration of the LGBT
community. Less than 24
-hours later, I was devastated to hear the news of
the killing of 49 mostly
young Latino LGBT men
and women in Orlando,
Florida.

I have found it difficult to
wrap my heart and mind
around these two events
at the extremes of acceptance/rejection of the
LGBT community, and I
continue to see discrepancies in the acceptance/
rejection of this community locally.
A week after the Orlando
event, I attended a candle
light vigil at the Annapolis city dock organized by
two Annapolis churches
(Episcopal and United
Church of Christ). It was
sad, comforting, and cautiously hopeful. Members
from the LGBT community spoke about their reaction to the Orlando tragedy and their own experiences in Maryland.
One spoke directly to
teenagers who are not only struggling with their

own identities but have
just learned about a terrorist act against their
community. Another
speaker talked about
scanning the crowd to see
if it is safe to hold her
partner’s hand. The Sunday morning after the vigil, Joy Reigns Lutheran
Church in Edgewater,
MD planted 49 rainbow
flags in front of the
church; that evening all
had been pulled out and
thrown on the ground.
I am reminded of a comment Brad posted on Facebook after attending
Jenn and Liz’s wedding
several years ago. My
family was invited to the
ceremony and the picnic
reception at a park in
Prince George’s county.
There was music and
dancing.
Brad posted that he never
thought he would be able
to dance in public with
Jose, but was able to do
so at this wedding for the
first time, and was so
happy to be able to do so.
I was touched by his post
and happy about the safe
setting that St. George’s
provides for each of us to
be who God created us to
be, but sad that it had
never been possible for
Brad and Jose before.
While I struggle with the
acceptance/unacceptance

events over
the past two
weeks I keep
thinking of
the term
sanctuary.
Sanctuary
has meaning
for us as
members of
St. George’s
and for the
Pulse community. It
means the
most sacred part of the
church in which the altar
is placed and in which
worship services are held
and it is also a place of
refuge and protection.
The young people at
Pulse went there as a
sanctuary and safe place
where they could meet.
We gather together at St.
George’s to worship and
celebrate our very accepting spiritual community
where all are welcome
and all valued.
I thank God for St
George’s and pray for
more sanctuaries for
members of the LGBT
community. We St. Georgians also need to continue to work to provide
sanctuary and acceptance
for members of the LGBT
community.
- Tim Dangel, Vestry

There is much
work to do to
provide sanctuary
and acceptance for
members of the

LGBT
community—here
at St. George’s and
in our
communities.
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Join the Conversation!
I am extremely excited to
announce the formation of
the St. George’s Tech
Team (SGTT)! We will be
expanding our online presence while also implementing some different
technologies inside the
building. It is my philosophy that great technology
be invisible and functional. So sorry there will not
be transporter (yet!).
We will be making some
changes to the website in
the coming months as we
work with the Diocesan
Technology Director Peter
Turner. The team, headed

up by myself, will be split
into two groups. The first
group will be our Infrastructure group that will
focus on the physical
building components i.e.
the sound system, office
computers, and future
technologies for the library and classrooms. The
second group is our Social
Media group that will be
updated our official website, Facebook and Twitter
accounts.
I know what you just
thought “We have a twitter account? We have a

Facebook?” Yes we do!
Over the past couple of
months I have spoken
with many of you and discovered this was not
something that was common knowledge. These
platforms will begin to be
updated regularly with
various pieces of information concerning the
parish and our community. Be on the look out!
stgeorgesglenndale.org/
Facebook.com/StGeo
twitter.com/StGeoMD

- Jay Tobias, Vestry

Adult Education: A Journey with Luke
Everyone is welcome to
join our Journey with
Luke as part of The 50
Day Bible Challenge during the Adult Education
hour at 9:00 AM on Sundays.

For seven weeks this summer, we will read passages from Luke, meditations, and prayers and
then discuss what we
have experienced for the
following Sunday.

Reading scripture in community is an ancient
practice of the church, so
come and be part of this
journey over the summer!’
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St. George’s
members marched
in Capital Pride in
June, and had a
fantastic time!
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Mission Statement:
The mission of St. George’s
is to build a Christian
community of love and
support that actively seeks
and includes all people.
We commit ourselves to
spiritual growth through
worship and education
that empowers us to follow
Christ’s example in the
world.

Warm Nights (cont.)
(continued from page 1)
fered a chance to sign up.
In preparation, consider
the following. We’ll need
volunteers to fill many
roles, such as:
 Hosting overnight, sup-

porting the Warm
Nights staff member
who stays on site
 Providing back up to the

shelter coordinators
 Preparing our facil-

ity for guests by setting up beds and
serving areas
 Food preparation,

with a preplanned
schedule so you’ll
know what is needed

and how much to prepare
 Serving food and clean

up
 Helping with children’s

activities
 Providing supplies and

shopping for supplies
There are many opportunities to help, and there is
certainly some way you
can engage. Please give
some thought today to
how you would like to
help, and look for more
details and sign-up opportunities in the next few
weeks. We will need to fill
volunteer slots by September 18 in order to be sure

we are ready for our first
week as a Warm Nights
Shelter.
Questions? Any of the following outreach committee members can tell you
more. Pat Alexander, shelter coordinator, teamed
with Sanford Holman; Joann Prosser, volunteer
coordinator, teamed with
Peggy Alexander; Randy
Haselton, Site Coordinator; Bev Brown, Food Coordinator, Mary Frances
Bruce, communications
coordinator; and Diane
Clark and Dani Beitzell,
activities coordinators.
- Mary Frances Bruce

