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Letter from the Rector 

Who Is God For You? 2016 Parish Retreat on the Horizon 

Be strong and coura-

geous; do not be fright-

ened or dismayed, for 

the Lord your God is 

with you wherever you 

go.’ Joshua 1:9 

 

Dear Friends, 

Because it is May and 

that time when 

“graduation season” 

tends to begin, I find 

myself thinking about 

times of transition and 

that state of being ‘in 

between.’  The technical 

term for the times of 

our lives where we are 

‘in between’ is called 

being in “liminal 

space.” 

Liminal is Latin for 

threshold, as in crossing 

a threshold.  We know 

what it is to go from one 

room to another, or from 

outside a building to in-

side.   

As a metaphor for our 

spiritual lives (or our 

lives in general) these  

    (continued on page 2) 

mind may go to any 

number of less comfort-

ing ideas, such as 

judge, scorekeeper or 

vending machine.   

Of course, there is no 

one answer.  In fact, 

there are countless 

combinations of an-

swers – because we 

each have unique expe-

How do you picture 

God?  Is your image of 

God person-based, such 

as Father/Mother, Je-

sus, or the Holy Spirit?  

Perhaps you relate more 

to God’s tender quali-

ties, such as mercy, 

compassion or wisdom, 

or to traditional images 

like shepherd, wind or 

flowing waters.  Or your 

riences of God and these 

experiences evolve as we 

move on in years and in 

faith.   

Building on our 2015 

parish retreat that fo-

cused on various prayer 

styles, the theme of this 

year’s retreat will be 

each person’s individual 

     (continued on page 4) 
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are times when we have 

left behind the old, what-

ever that is for you, and 

the new has not fully 

come to be. When we 

cross over, we are in limi-

nal space. 

Franciscan Richard Rohr 

says that liminal space “is 

a unique spiritual posi-

tion where human beings 

hate to be but where the 

biblical God is always 

leading them. It is when 

you have left the ‘tried 

and true’ but have not yet 

been able to replace it 

with anything else… It is 

when you are in between 

your old comfort zone and 

any possible new answer.  

Think of Israel in the de-

sert, Joseph in the pit, 

Jonah in the belly, the 

three Marys tending the 

tomb.”  I would add to 

Rohr’s biblical list some 

times we know Jesus him-

self  was in these spaces – 

in the wilderness after his 

baptism, and the time 

between his death and his 

resurrection. 

In our everyday lives, we 

experience liminal space 

when we come to gradua-

tions, retirements, transi-

tions of any kind.  These 

might include the ending 

of school, a job change, 

the time after a death – 

all of which point to the 

reality of crossing a 

threshold from where we 

were to a new direction 

we might go. 

These times and spaces 

and stages are not easy.  

They often require great 

courage to let of go of 

what was, and great pa-

tience to let what will be 

emerge. They require us 

to draw on our faith in 

God and trust that some-

thing new will come to be, 

even when we cannot yet 

see it.  

This brings to mind the 

words from the first chap-

ter of the book of Joshua, 

when the people Israel 

are about to enter the 

promised land – their own 

kind of liminal space: “Be 

strong and courageous;” 

they are told; “do not be 

frightened or dismayed, 

for the Lord your God is 

with you wherever you 

go.”   

That reminder that God 

is with us wherever we 

are, and wherever we 

may go, is one we often 

need to carry with us as 

we cross thresholds in our 

lives. 

It is also the case that 

baptism is one of these 

liminal times.  I am hap-

py to report that we will 

celebrate baptism on May 

15, the Day of Pentecost 

as we formally welcome 

Miara Dantzler into the 

community of faith.  I 

hope we will see you on 

that day to support Miara 

and to celebrate the giv-

ing of the Holy Spirit to 

the church those weeks 

after Jesus was risen.   

Note too that the day be-

fore this, May 14, there 

will the culmination of 

the confirmation journey 

that four St. Georgians 

have walked this winter 

and spring, as they are 

confirmed at the Wash-

ington National Cathe-

dral. Everyone is invited 

to that service as well.  

Please pray for our bap-

tismal candidate and our 

confirmands as they cross 

this threshold of their 

journey of faith – and 

pray for each other and 

members of our parish 

who are moving through 

liminal spaces that we 

don’t always know about.   

May we remember that 

God is with us wherever 

we go, and may we draw 

on our strength and cour-

age as we journey. 

Blessings, 

Connie+ 
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Letter from the Vestry 

“Voting is the expression 

of our commitment to our-

selves, one another, this 

country and this world”  

             - Sharon Salzberg 

In April the St. George’s 

community was asked to 

cast their votes to decide 

upon the direction we 

would pursue in our ef-

forts to support our home-

less brethren.  We would 

either continue with Safe 

Haven or switch to Warm 

Nights.   

In many church organiza-

tions this decision may 

have been decided by the 

minister or members of a 

church board of elected 

representatives.  St. 

George’s, however, chose 

to take a path which re-

sulted in a vivid example 

of Christian community at 

work.  

With the help of savvy 

voting process gurus, the 

paper and on-line ballots 

were put into place.  Each 

service, 8:00 and 10:00, 

was given an opportunity 

to ask questions, share 

feedback, and cast their 

paper ballots on this past 

Sunday, April 17th.  The 

on-line ballots were avail-

able for a week, from 

April 14 through 20th.   

A decision which not only 

impacted the congrega-

tion but the lives of our 

homeless brethren was 

weighed quite seriously.  

Throughout the year long 

process to a decision, 

much kindness, love and 

inclusiveness was shown 

to everyone at St. 

George’s, at Safe Haven 

and Warm Nights.   

The Outreach committee 

resisted the tendency to 

try to make a decision 

quickly and on its own.  

Instead, the committee 

worked to collaborate and 

communicate with Con-

nie, the Vestry and St. 

George’s members.   

We have been blessed to 

have experienced a great-

er level of unity and feel-

ing of togetherness 

through this decision 

making process.  We are 

admonished by the apos-

tle Paul to act in this 

manner as a Christian 

community:  “Be joyful. 

Grow to maturity. En-

courage each other. Live 

in harmony and peace. 

Then the God of love and 

peace will be with you.” (2 

Corinthians 13:11).   

Many thanks to all of you 

who support St. George’s 

outreach as we provide 

shelter for the homeless 

in our community, and 

thank you for your partic-

ipation in this process. 

- Carolyn Lassiter, Vestry 

Member and Vestry Rep-

resentative to Outreach 

and Social Justice 

During a busy 

election year, we 

are grateful for 

everyone who 

participated in 

democracy at St 

George’s. The 

future of our 

outreach ministry 

is too important to 

decide without 

your voice being 

heard! 

Confirmation: May 14 at the Washington National Cathedral 

paring for several 

months, and the service 

at the  Cathedral on the 

14th will be the culmina-

tion of all of their work 

and learning.   

Everyone is invited en-

couraged to attend the 

service in support of this 

year’s confirmation class. 

On Saturday, May 14th 

at 10:00 am, four mem-

bers of St. George’s will 

take a next step on their 

faith journey and be con-

firmed (or reaffirmed) by 

the Episcopal Church.   

Rebekah Rowe, Gala 

Barnes-Loveday, Mary 

Rogers, and Dannielle 

Beitzell  have been pre-
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Sunday School Dates in May 

on June 5th.   

Sunday School meets at 

9:00 am in the classrooms 

Sunday School meets on 

May 1, May 15, and May 

29, with the final Sunday 

of the Sunday School year 

downstairs. All children 

and youth are invited to 

participate. Please join 

us! 

Parish Retreat (cont.) 

Interested in knowing 

more?  Here is the basic 

info: 

When: Supper on Friday, 

June 3 through lunch on 

Sunday, June 5 

Where: The Claggett 

Center, Adamstown, MD 

(near Frederick) 

Cost: Single room $219 

per person; double room 

$192 per person  

Scholarships: Available 

via Saint George’s Ensur-

ing Our Future Fund  

Registration: Materials 

were sent out via the par-

ish list serve and are also 

available in the narthex.  

Please register ASAP, 

since knowing the approx-

imate size of the group 

(continued from page 1) 

“God story.”  Tapping into 

a variety of personal styles 

and preferences, our ses-

sions will center on who 

God has been to you at 

formative times in your 

life, how God and you now 

relate to one another, and 

how you would like to see 

your relationship grow in 

the future.   

There will be a mix of re-

flective settings – personal 

space in a beautiful rural 

location, small and large 

group sharing and discus-

sion, and community pray-

er.  Hopefully something 

for everyone, plus a great 

opportunity to get to know 

and enjoy other members 

of the Saint George’s faith 

community! 

would be very helpful to 

our planning.  Absolute 

deadline is Sunday, May 

15.   

As the retreat weekend 

approaches, more detailed 

info will be provided to 

those who register. 

If you have any questions, 

please feel free to check in 

with any member of the 

Retreat Planning Com-

mittee: Lee Rowe (chair), 

Terry Doyle, Margaret 

McHale, Sarah O’Brien 

and Mary Rogers. 
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Make room for new shoes 

and clothes! Make room 

for your car! How? Empty 

your closets, basement, 

and garage of the extra 

“stuff’ that might fetch a 

little money for St. 

George’s.  

Bring the items to Miller 

Hall from Tuesday May 

17 through Friday May 

20, 7-9:30pm.  We are 

looking for volunteers to 

help organize the “stuff” 

or bake goodies or post 

flyers or help on the day of 

the yard sale.  A sign up 

sheet is available in the 

narthex.  

Your delicious baked 

goods should be indi-

vidually wrapped and 

brought on Friday or 

Saturday.   

We need donations of 

hotdogs - burgers 

(meat and veggie), buns, 

soda, and water.  

BIG HELP will be needed 

at 1pm on Saturday at the 

end of the sale as we must 

pack and perhaps haul the 

extra stuff to a donation 

center.  We may get a do-

nation center to help, so if 

we need trailers or vans it 

will be announced.  

If you have any questions, 

contact Roy Peterson, 

rpeterson@avtekstaffing. 

com or202-215-6878. 

Thank you! 

St. George’s Yard Sale—Saturday May 21, 8am-1pm 

Saturday June 11—

usually it's just a typical 

steamy DC summer day, 

right?  Well, it's not just 

an ordinary day this year.  

It's time for the DC Pride 

Parade and St. Georges is 

gearing up to walk with 

many other fabulous 

floats.  

With the Capital Pride 

Parade being one of the 

largest pride parades in 

the U.S. it's our chance to 

show off how awesome we 

are to the DC Metro area. 

We always have a great 

representation at the pa-

rade and this year should 

be no different, but we 

cannot do it without you!  

Mark your calendars to 

walk in the parade, which 

should step off at 4:30PM.   

The staging area is a few 

blocks from the Dupont 

Circle Metro station so it 

is easy to access.  The pa-

rade route itself is just 

over a mile so it's not a 

terribly long walk.   

We are looking for anyone 

who has access to a truck 

or a convertible that 

would be driven in the 

parade with us so that 

those who may not be able 

to walk the whole route.   

Of course we will have our 

items to toss to the 

crowds, including bouncy 

balls and beads.  They 

have always been a popu-

lar item and this year 

should be no different.   

This is why the parade is 

the more the merrier for 

us as the crowds love it 

when we roll by and toss 

them something different.  

If you'd like to help with a 

donation towards purchas-

ing parade items, it would 

be most appreciated. 

I hope you'll be there on 

June 11 and 

don't forget to 

wear your St. 

George's T-

shirt!  I'll have 

more infor-

mation as it is 

provided by 

the Capital 

Pride Parade 

Committee. 

- Michael 

Mangiapane 

Pride is Coming 

The annual yard 

dale will be May 

21! Bring your 

donations any 

evening from May 

17-20. Sign-up to 

volunteer in the 

narthex. 
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 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

Parishioners David Yang and Anne Rowe recently received the BRONZE MEDAL OF EXCELLENCE IN EMS. Congratulations to them both!


