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Preparing the Space; 

Easter Vigil  
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Upcoming Dates 

 June 3-5; Parish Retreat 

Holy Week 2016 at St. George’s Episcopal Church 

Tenebrae - 7:00 pm Wednesday, March 23 

This is a prayer service in the Chapel, featuring 

readings from the psalms and the book of Lamenta-

tions.  Candles are extinguished during the service, 

symbolically marking getting closer to Jesus’ death, 

until we are left in darkness and leave in silence.  

Maundy Thursday dinner and service – 7:00 pm 

Thursday, March 24 

The Maundy Thursday service with dinner is held in 

the sanctuary. We eat, sharing Holy Communion, 

and follow Jesus’ example and new commandment 

with footwashing.  Next comes the stripping of the altar, the procession to the 

chapel, and the start of the Maundy Thursday Watch. 

Maundy Thursday Watch 

“Could you not watch with me one hour?”  This is Jesus’ question to the disci-

ples, when he goes off to pray in the Garden before his arrest.  You are invited 

to sign up for an hour to come and watch and pray, in the Chapel during the 

night of Maundy Thursday between 10 pm and 7 am. 

Good Friday - 12 noon and 7:30 pm March 25 

The Good Friday service features the reading the Passion according to John as 

we celebrate the solemn liturgy and are witnesses to Jesus’ crucifixion. 

The 7:30 p.m. service also features the reading of the Passion from John inter-

spersed with poetry and music. The reserved sacrament is consumed at this 

service.   

The Eggstravaganza (10am) and Preparing the Space (9am) Saturday, 

March 26 

Holy Saturday is a day of preparation, and we observe this day in two im-

portant ways.  One is by preparing the space and decorating the church for 

Easter – putting the chairs in place, setting the altar, getting the flowers to-

gether. Please come and lend a hand. 

                 (continued on page 3) 
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Then, of course, comes 

resurrection, which ques-

tions the assumptions we 

have made and the way 

we thought things were. 

We sometimes mistake 

the Risen One as the gar-

dener. 

This is Jesus’ journey, 

which he invites us to 

share, and it is also our 

own, if we have the cour-

age to pay attention.  We 

might be less caught off 

guard by an “early East-

er” if we put our hearts 

and minds towards notic-

ing the cues of Maundy 

Thursdays, Good Fridays, 

and Holy Saturdays that 

precede them. 

As we prepare for these 

events in Jesus’ life once 

again this year, I invite 

us all to be mindful of the 

ways God might be invit-

ing us to notice the Holy 

Weeks of our own lives, 

which always have the 

potential to be trans-

formed, by God, into res-

urrection. 

Blessings, 

Connie+ 

March is a reminder of a 

deeper spiritual reality, 

which is the capacity of 

the resurrection to catch 

us off guard.  

I wonder if the arena of 

new life, of transfor-

mation, is a less familiar, 

less comfortable place for 

many of us.  I wonder if 

we are so busy much of 

the time putting on foot in 

front of the other, carry-

ing whatever burdens we 

carry, that we don’t real-

ize when we have come to 

a tomb whose stone has 

been rolled away.  I won-

der how often we miss an 

angel who wants to ask 

the question of us, “Why 

do you seek the living 

among the dead?”  Or the 

angel who wants to share 

with us the news, “He is 

not here; he has been 

raised.” 

To me, much of the pur-

pose of Lent is to be in-

tentional on our walk 

with Jesus and our jour-

ney of faith.  It is to be 

mindful of the events of 

our own lives that we 

could categorize as Maun-

dy Thursdays – deep 

sharings of profound ex-

perience, farewells, be-

trayals.  Or what we 

know as the Good Fridays 

of our lives – sufferings, 

dyings, deaths.  Or where 

we experience Holy Sat-

urdays, times of waiting, 

when hope is lost.   

Dear Friends, 

Much to the dismay of 

some, it is an “Easter in 

March” year.  About a 

month or so from when 

the March Wider Circle 

comes out we will be gath-

ering to celebrate Jesus’ 

resurrection.   

It feels very far away, giv-

en that we are only in the 

second week of Lent at 

this writing.  And I will 

field any number of com-

ments over the next 

weeks along the lines of 

“wow, Easter is early this 

year.” 

If you ever wonder why 

Easter comes when it 

does, and why it moves 

each year, it’s because it’s 

a lunar holiday, tied to 

the cycles of the moon. 

Easter is the first Sunday 

after the first full moon 

after the spring equinox.   

This means Easter can 

fall as early as March 22, 

and as late as April 25.  

(Check the chart on p. 883 

of the Book of Common 

Prayer if you want to see 

when it will be for the 

next forty or so years). 

It might be that the 

‘feeling early’ phenome-

non when Easter falls in 

March is simply a func-

tion of calendar, but I 

wonder if there is more to 

it than that.  I wonder 

whether Easter coming in 
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Holy Week (cont.) 

(continued from page 1)

The other way is by deco-

rating the eggs to be used 

in the Easter egg hunt on 

Sunday.  This is an inter-

generational event, and 

all children and adults are 

invited to come and par-

ticipate beginning at 

10:00 am with lunch after 

all the eggs are dyed!  

The Great Vigil of East-

er – 8:30 pm Saturday, 

March 26 

This is the single most 

sacred service of the en-

tire year.  We kindle the 

new fire, hear the story of 

our salvation history, re-

new our baptismal vows, 

and celebrate the first 

Eucharist of Easter, in a 

celebration of the resur-

rection.  Bring food to 

share for a reception and 

first Easter celebration 

following the service! 

Easter Sunday services 

– 8 and 10 am March 27 

The celebration of 

Christ’s resurrection will 

continue on Easter Sun-

day, with great joy that 

the powers of death have 

been defeated and that 

God’s love has once again 

emerged victorious.  

Come and celebrate in 

prayer, singing, and the 

joyful re-

turn of the 

kids’ in-

struments! 

Lenten Offering: Family Crisis Center of Prince George’s 
County 

This year, the Outreach 

and Social Justice Com-

mittee proposed three  

recipients for the Lenten 

Offering. At the parish 

meeting everyone present  

voted and chose to sup-

port the Family Crisis 

Center of Prince George’s 

County for the Lenten Of-

fering.  

This organization has 

been helping victims of 

domestic violence since 

1981. They provide a safe 

place to live for those flee-

ing violence at home, as 

well as continuing support 

and counseling to assist 

the families in taking the 

steps needed to start life 

in a new safer setting.  

Families are allowed to 

stay in the shelter for up 

to three months, and this 

period can be extended if 

circumstances demand it. 

They also provide wrap 

around services for survi-

vors and perpetrators of 

domestic violence. 

One of the ways to con-

tribute  to the Family Cri-

sis Center is by the Adopt 

A Room program. By do-

nating a specific amount 

of money, a group can 

support one room for a 

period of one year. The 

expenses that are covered 

include providing new 

linens for each family 

that stays in the room as 

well as covering expenses 

such as utilities, food and 

supplies which are used 

in the course of a year.  

The categories include:  

$800 rooms—these rooms 

accommodate 2 people. 

There are 5 of these 

rooms. 

$1500 rooms—These 

rooms accommodate 3 

people. There are 5 of 

these rooms. 

$3,000 rooms—These 

rooms can accommodate 

up to 5 people. There are 

4 of these rooms. 

Based on the generosity 

of St. Georgians for past 

Lenten Offerings, we are 

setting a target of adopt-

ing one $800 room and 

one $1500 room with the 

Lenten Offering this year. 

Regardless of the final 

tally, we know that we 

are helping people in 

need in our own commu-

nity. 

Our Lenten 

Offering this year 

will support the 

Prince George’s 

County Family 

Crisis Center. We 

hope to sponsor a 

room, which will 

support the 

families that stay 

there year round. 
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St. George’s has a 

proud history of 

providing shelter 

during the winter 

months to those in 

need. Help us 

decide whether to 

continue with Safe 

Haven or to work 

with Warm Nights 

for that outreach. 

Safe Havens or Warm Nights? 

A van driven by a staff 

member of Warm Nights 

brings the guests to the 

church and picks them up 

in the morning. The van 

driver is also available to 

drive the guests for show-

ers and laundry.  

2- On Site Support: With 

either program, members 

of St. George’s are respon-

sible for problems that 

arise with the church 

building.  Issues with the 

heat have occurred in the 

past; issues related to the 

building would be han-

dled by a St. George’s 

member with either pro-

gram.  

When hosting Safe Ha-

vens, members of St. 

George’s spend the night 

and are responsible for 

any issues that may arise 

with the guests. 

With Warm Nights, a so-

cial worker stays over-

night on site along with 

host members of the par-

ish. The social worker is 

responsible for any guest 

situations which occur. 

3- Linens and Bedding: 

With Safe Haven, the 

host parish provides the 

linens and the bedding 

and is responsible for 

washing, drying, and 

storing the linens after-

wards. 

  

       (continued on page 6) 

cluded the classrooms on 

the lower level to provide 

separate spaces for fami-

lies.) 

In general, the differences 

between Safe Havens and 

Warm Nights center 

around the organizations 

behind them. Safe Ha-

vens relies on the host 

churches to provide all 

the needs of the guests 

during the week they are 

staying at a particular 

church. Warm Nights has 

a county funded organiza-

tion behind it, and pro-

vides an onsite social 

worker and van transpor-

tation for pickup, show-

ers, and laundry. The 

Warm Nights organiza-

tion has agreements with 

several community and 

recreation centers with 

shower facilities. 

The differences are in 

three areas: 

1. Transportation: The 

guests at Safe Haven 

need to have their own 

transportation or mem-

bers of St. George’s must 

provide it. This means 

that for the men to take 

showers or do laundry 

someone from the parish 

must be available to drive 

them back and forth. Just 

getting to and from St. 

George’s in the morning 

or evening is not easy, as 

the church is not close to 

public transportation.  

St. George’s has hosted a 

homeless shelter for many 

years, and the parish is 

committed to continuing 

to serve as a shelter for 

those in need of it. Histor-

ically, we have hosted 

Safe Haven, an organiza-

tion which provides shel-

ter only for men. During 

the past year, the Out-

reach and Social Justice 

Committee members have 

been evaluating whether 

to make a change to the 

Warm Nights program 

which provides shelter for 

families with children as 

well as single men and 

women. 

The programs include 

some similar services for 

the guests. Both programs 

provide opportunities to 

serve dinner and break-

fast and interact with the 

guests. Both programs 

offer shower and laundry 

opportunities although 

the arrangements are dif-

ferent. Both programs 

provide guests with a 

warm, safe place to sleep 

for a period of one week at 

each host church.  

Safe Haven has a maxi-

mum of 15 guests, and 

Warm Nights typically 

hosts up to 25 guests at 

each church.  (Recently 

the Warm Nights Coordi-

nator surveyed our build-

ing and was comfortable 

that we could accommo-

date 25 guests if we in-



Page 5 Volume 14  Number  3  

Clean-Up Day! 

hopes you can join us for 

any part of the day—

many hands make lighter 

work.  Thank you for con-

sidering help in our ef-

forts to keep the church 

clean and in good repair.  

buildings (weather per-

mitting), starting at 10:00 

AM and planning to fin-

ish by 2:00 PM.  Lists of 

projects to be under taken 

will be forthcoming.   

The Buildings and 

Grounds Committee 

Calling all Parishioners! 

Please mark your calen-

dars on Saturday March 

19 for a Church Clean-up 

day in preparation for Ho-

ly Week and Easter.   

We’ll be doing work inside 

and outside the church 

Join us on March 

19 at 10am as we 

clean and repair 

our Church and 

grounds! 

Gaywood Uniform Drive 

gether, the new uniforms 

and shoes filled six large 

cartons.  

Although most parishion-

ers chose to make cash 

donations, we also collect-

ed gently used shirts (21) 

and pants (11). Finally, 

$175 in Target gift-cards 

were donated, which will 

enable Gaywood to make 

purchases to meet specific 

student needs. We deliv-

ered the uniforms and gift

-cards to the Gaywood 

principal on February 22 

and he expressed his 

gratitude for St George’s 

on-going efforts on behalf 

of the Gaywood students.  

Thank you again for help-

ing us to help Gaywood! 

pairs of uniform pants 

from a local vendor. In 

addition to offering us a 

bulk discount on the 

shirts and pants, the ven-

dor donated 61 pairs of 

uniform shorts and 16 

pairs of shoes; the value 

total value of the donated 

items was approximately 

double the amount that 

we actually spent! Alto-

Thank you to everyone 

who participated in St 

George’s Uniform Drive 

for Gaywood Elementary 

School during the month 

of January. As usual, St 

Georgians responded with 

great generosity.  

We raised a total of $606 

in cash donations, which 

were used to purchase 38 

uniform shirts and 19 

Sunday School Notes 

St. George’s Eggstrava-

ganza.  The eggs will be 

used in the Easter Egg 

Hunt after 8 and 10 am 

services on March 27, 

Easter Day. 

beginning at 9:00am. 

Parents and children also 

note that on Saturday, 

March 26 beginning at 

10:00 am you are invited 

to come dye eggs for the 

Sunday School dates for 

March are the 13th and 

the 20th.  All children ag-

es 4 through high school 

are invited to participate; 

classes meet downstairs 



Adult Education 

3. Key Application – 

What difference does this 

make in the way I live?  

There is no study guide or 

preparation necessary, 

come as you are with a 

questioning mind, a will-

ingness to share what you 

believe and a desire to 

continue expanding your 

spiritual journey.  

No classes will be held on 

Palm Sunday or Easter 

Sunday and will restart 

on April 3. 

top ten key beliefs of 

Christianity. These be-

liefs may be considered 

the top ten themes affect-

ing the spiritual develop-

ment of Christians.  

Within each belief we will 

address three areas:  

1. Key Question – What 

life question does this be-

lief answer? 

2. Key Idea – What is the 

unifying concept of this 

belief that most Chris-

tians embrace? 

The last of the women an-

cestors of Jesus session 

will be March 6, featuring 

Bathsheba.  Thanks to 

Carolyn Lassiter for lead-

ing a fascinating series.   

Beginning March 13, Jef-

fery Williams will present 

"Think Like Jesus – What 

Do I Believe?” 

As Christians we a taught 

to be more Christ-like in 

our thoughts and actions. 

On March 13, we begin a 

five-week series which 

allows you to explore the 
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Adult education 

will be held 

Sundays in March 

(except for the 27!) 

at 9am downstairs 

in the library. 

Save the Date: St. George's Parish Retreat—June 3-5, 2016   

Buckeystown, MD.   

The cost for this two day 

retreat is $219 for a single 

occupancy room and $192 

The St. George's Church 

parish retreat will take 

place on June 3-5, 2016 at 

The Clagget Center in 

(per person) for a double 

occupancy room.   

More details to come in 

the month of April!  

Safe Haven (cont.) 

week.  

There will be more talk 

about this issue in the 

next few weeks and no 

commitment to either or-

ganization has been 

made for the upcom-

ing winter.  

You are being asked 

to prayerfully consid-

er which option 

would best suit our 

community and the 

homeless population 

in our area, as well 

(continued from page 4) 

With Warm Nights, the 

clean linen is provided, 

and the dirty linen is col-

lected at the end of the 

as what your experiences 

have been when you have 

volunteered with either 

program or other similar 

programs, and think 

about what you believe is 

the best choice for St. 

George’s in the future.   

The Outreach and Social 

Justice committee needs 

the input of all St. Geor-

gians on this important 

decision. 
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Last fall some members of 

a previous church were 

invited to join a group to 

do a ten day pilgrimage to 

Israel, with two priests. I 

have always wanted to go 

to Israel, as both a Chris-

tian and someone interest-

ed in history. And ever 

since I have been an adult, 

there has been conflict in 

Israel. so I put it off.  

But we finally decided it 

doesn’t really matter, and 

lots of other folks go, so 

Russ and I signed up. 

along with four others 

from our area. As I write 

this, the group is in Israel, 

and I am not. What hap-

pened? It’s complicated. 

You may remember that 

late last year there was 

big uptick in violence be-

tween the Israeli and the 

Palestinians, including 

shootings and bombings in 

Jerusalem, the base of the 

trip for about half the 

time. Some of us got in-

creasingly nervous, and 

we ended up canceling the 

trip. But this week I’ve 

been seeing all sorts of 

pictures and posts on Fa-

cebook of my friends visit-

ing all of the stunning 

Christian sites.  

I have mixed feelings 

about all of this for a vari-

ety of reasons. As part of 

the trip preparation, they 

asked us to read a book 

called “My Promised 

Land: The Triumph and 

Tragedy of Israel”. Writ-

ten by an Israeli, the book 

is an unvarnished look at 

the good and not so good 

about Israel.  

I don’t often think about 

it, and in the US I think 

the typical view is to be 

pro-Israel, but after read-

ing the book I certainly 

was left with more empa-

thy for the Palestinians.  

It’s hard to read about the 

concrete wall they erected 

to wall off Palestine, and 

their continued construc-

tion in the Golan Heights- 

it just seems wrong. Some 

of us discussed the ques-

tion of how we feel about 

supporting a country that 

oppresses people, alt-

hough one can argue that 

the US oppresses people 

in its own way as well.  

And now perhaps the 

most uncomfortable point 

for me. The trip they are 

taking is a pilgrimage, 

and they have visited sites 

and prayed, held hands in 

a circle and sang hymns; 

some of them even did im-

mersion baptism in the 

River Jordan. Some of 

those pictures left me un-

comfortable. I’m a cradle 

Episcopalian—we don’t 

worship in public!  

I don’t know how I would 

feel in those situations, 

and that has led to 

thoughts about my faith. 

Why does that make me 

uncomfortable? Would it 

be different if I was there? 

Maybe everyone does it in 

Israel? Or maybe the Holy 

Spirit would move me in 

those special places?  

For me, as usual with God, 

there are no clear answers 

to these questions, just 

lots of conflicting thoughts 

as I continue to grapple 

with my relationship with 

God, and my willingness 

to move closer to Him.  

Israel, indeed the entire 

Middle East, is a compli-

cated place. Conflict has 

been a way of life there for 

thousands of years, before 

the time of Jesus and the 

Romans. I always wonder 

why that tiny piece of land 

is such a hotbed, it’s not 

really logical for it to be 

such a point of conflict.  

Many people have strongly 

held views of what the so-

lution should be, and of 

course their version of God 

strongly supports their 

view. I pray that at some 

point people can put aside 

their differences and 

through prayer-

ful consideration 

come up with a 

reasonable solu-

tion.  

- Dan Ryan,  

Junior Warden  

My “Trip” to Israel 
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 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

eggs, but all are welcome 

to bring eggs and supplies 

to add their own personal 

flair or decorations.  

This is an intergenera-

tional event, and all chil-

dren and adults are invit-

ed to come and partici-

pate! Anyone interested in 

helping to set up can meet 

there at 9:00 AM. Also, if 

you want to bring some 

eggs to decorate and take 

home with you, feel free.  

Lunch will be served fea-

turing sandwiches, includ-

ing egg salad, cold cuts 

and vegan and vegetarian 

options. 

Holy Saturday is a day of 

preparation, and we ob-

serve this day in two im-

portant ways.  One is by 

preparing the space and 

decorating the church for 

Easter – putting the 

chairs in place, setting the 

altar, getting the flowers 

together. Please come and 

lend a hand.  

The other way is by deco-

rating the eggs to be used 

in the “Easter Egg Hunts” 

on Easter Sunday morn-

ing.  Everyone is invited 

to come and help decorate 

the dozens and dozens of 

eggs in preparation for 

this beloved annual tradi-

tion.  

The event will be 

held on Saturday 

morning, March 26, 

2016 beginning at 

10:00AM in Miller 

Hall.  

Food coloring, 

gloves, crayons and 

lunch will be sup-

plied, along with 

the hard boiled 

Holy Saturday & Eggstravaganza 2016!  


