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February 7th—ONE 9am Service and Annual Meeting 

February 6th—Time for a Mardi Gras Party!  

Each year St. George’s 

(and every Episcopal 

Church) holds an annu-

al meeting of the parish. 

At this meeting vestry 

members are elected, 

the rector speaks to the 

‘state of the parish,’ we 

thank the outgoing ves-

try members, and other 

church business is done.  

It is an opportunity for 

the members of St. 

George’s to choose other 

parishioners to help 

lead the parish over the 

upcoming year; it is the 

way we participate in 

the democratic process 

that is part of our 

church governance. 

Our church bylaws 

make provision for St. 

George’s Annual Meet-

ing to be held on the 

first Sunday of Febru-

ary. This means that on 

Sunday, February 7, we 

hold one service at 9:00 

am. This service is im-

mediately followed by 

the annual meeting in 

the sanctuary. 

After service and meet-

ing, we gather in Miller 

Hall for hospitality and 

fellowship. Please plan 

to attend both service 

and meeting on the 7th! 

ask friends, family, or 

neighbors to attend.   

Another thing you can 

do, in conjunction with 

attending the event, is 

to donate items for the 

auction or asking oth-

ers to donate. Finally, 

you can volunteer to 

help with decorating 

and set up, with clean 

up, or with the auction 

itself. Helping out is a 

great way to get in-

volved and have a good 

time while you’re at it! 

 The Silent Auction 

February 6th is just 

days away and St. 

George‘s needs you to 

participate in our annu-

al Mardi Gras Par-

ty!  There are several 

things you can do to 

help with this annual 

St. George’s event.    

The most important 

thing to do is to attend 

the party and silent 

auction from 6 pm—10 

pm on Saturday night, 

February 6th.  The next 

most important thing is 

to invite others to come 

—this is a great event to 

Please consider making 

something (such as a 

craft item), donating a 

service or making some-

thing to order (such as 

lessons like knitting or 

music; baked goods, a 

portrait sitting, a tour of 

an interesting place you 

are knowledgeable 

about) or creating a gift 

basket of food and/or gift 

items.  

If you work someplace 

or volunteer with an or-

ganization that would 

be willing to donate an  

     (continued on page 5)
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Lent is a time to focus on 

what it would mean for us 

to return to God with our 

whole hearts. What would 

that look  like? What 

would that feel like? How 

would it transform not 

only our own lives, but 

the lives of those around 

us? 

This Lent, I hope that to-

gether we can explore 

these questions. I hope 

that many of us will de-

cide to take God up on the 

invitation to return, to 

renew, to recall who God 

is to us and who we are to 

God. I look forward to 

walking this Lenten jour-

ney with you. 

Blessings, 

Connie+ 

“Return to me with all 

your heart.” That is God 

speaking, through Joel. 

That is God’s invitation to 

us. It is a standing invita-

tion; God always invites 

us into deeper, more 

meaningful relationship.  

The question is, do we 

always listen? The truth-

ful answer is, probably 

not. And yet, God never 

retracts the invitation to 

return, and God never 

loses hope that we might 

take the invitation – take 

God – seriously. 

In one sense, the season 

of Lent – this time of 

preparation before Holy 

Week and Easter—is   

fundamentally a remind-

er to respond to God’s   

invitation.  

“Yet even now, says the 

LORD, return to me with 

all your heart; return to 

the LORD, your  God, 

who is gracious and mer-

ciful, slow to anger, and 

abounding in steadfast 

love.” Joel 2:12a, 13 

Dear Friends, 

Those verses from the 

prophet Joel are from one 

of the Ash Wednesday 

readings. I know – Ash 

Wednesday? Already? It 

is hard to believe, but 

true— Lent starts on Feb-

ruary 10.  

This has been a very 

short season of Epiphany, 

all because Easter this 

year is on March 27. And 

so, we soon begin Lent. 

And that is where Joel 

comes in. 

February 10th—Ash Wednesday 

The church invites us all 

to keep a “holy Lent” with 

“self-examination and re-

pentance, and this is the 

way we begin. Hope to see 

you on February 10th. 

am in the Chapel, 12 

noon in the Chapel, and 

7:30 pm in the main 

church. All services are 

Holy Eucharist with Im-

position of Ashes.  

The Season of Lent begins 

with our observation of 

Ash Wednesday on Febru-

ary 10.  

There will be three ser-

vices at St. George’s: 7:00 

Lenten Outreach 2016—STAY TUNED! 

They include the Equal 

Rights Initiative; Family 

Crisis Center of PG Coun-

ty; Sunday breakfast at 

Church of Epiphany; ad-

dress the refugee crisis 

Stay tuned for upcoming 

news on this year's Lenten 

Outreach project.  The 

Outreach Committee has 

received several nomina-

tions for consideration.  

The Outreach Committee 

will meet February 1st to 

chose this year's Lenten 

project.  The final selec-

tion will be announced on 

February 7th. 
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Reflections After One Year on the St. George’s Vestry 

St. George’s annual par-

ish meeting is coming up 

on Sunday, February 7, 

which made me realize 

that it has been one year 

since I began my two-year 

term as a member of the 

St. George’s Vestry. Sit-

ting here at home on a 

Saturday morning watch-

ing snow fall (and fall and 

fall), I find myself in a 

reflective mood about my 

life over the past year. 

Before I volunteered to be 

a Vestry candidate a year 

ago, I had a lot of ques-

tions going through my 

mind: Do I have the ener-

gy? Do I have the time? 

Do I have the needed abil-

ities? Do I have the com-

mitment?  

I talked to several fellow 

St. Georgians – especially 

some people who were ei-

ther on the Vestry at that 

time or who had been in 

the recent past. The gen-

eral gist of their answers 

was that yes – Vestry ser-

vice does take energy, 

time, abilities, and skill – 

but each of them had 

found their Vestry service 

not overwhelming and 

very rewarding.  

Each of them encouraged 

me to be a Vestry candi-

date, and promised me 

that I would find that the 

rewards of Vestry service 

would far exceed any chal-

lenges I might face. A 

year later, I know that 

they were right. 

So, here are my personal 

reflections on the past 

year: 

Within a few weeks of a 

new Vestry year, all con-

tinuing and newly elected 

Vestry members will be 

expected to participate at 

the church in an annual 

Vestry retreat on a Fri-

day evening and Satur-

day. At this retreat, Ves-

try members not only get 

to learn more about the 

role of the Vestry in St. 

George’s life and ministry 

but also get to know more 

about each other person-

ally—our faith and other 

life stories and our per-

sonal callings for ministry 

through the St. George’s 

parish community.  

This latter discussion is 

particularly important, as 

each Vestry member is 

expected to serve as the 

Vestry liaison to a specific 

parish ministry-focus ar-

ea —for example, 

“Building and Grounds,” 

“Education and Spiritual 

Development,” “Finance 

and Stewardship,” 

“Hospitality and Events,” 

and “Outreach and Social 

Justice.” 

I volunteered to be the 

liaison to one of St. 

George’s newer focus are-

as, “Open Door”—

essentially, communica-

tions and welcome. Some-

time before I had joined 

the Vestry, its members 

had decided to establish 

this area recognizing the 

increasing importance of 

these ministries as con-

tinues to grow.  

Among the activities the 

Vestry placed in Open 

Door’s domain were coor-

dination of Sunday morn-

ing greeters, reach-out to 

new members who join 

our St. George’s family, 

and communications via 

the church newsletter (“A 

Wider Circle”), the church 

web page (stgeorgesglenn 

dale.org), and the official 

church Facebook page 

(www.facebook.com/St 

Geo).  

This liaison responsibility 

has reminded me how 

great the people of St. 

George’s really are. Every 

one of the volunteer mem-

bers of the Open Door 

committee has been en-

thusiastic and committed 

in making sure that 

greeting and new-member 

activities are well coordi-

nated for the parish. The 

additional volunteer 

greeters are equally en-

thusiastic and dedicated 

in striving to make sure 

that each person walking 

through St. George’s 

doors feels welcome and 

wanted at our 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday services.  

        (continued on page 4) 
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Please consider 

running as a 

Vestry candidate. 

It is a rewarding 

service that not 

only supports St. 

George’s, but may 

help you find 

unexpected 

support! 

Vestry Reflections (cont.) 

my personal life has had 

its moments of challenge 

over the last year—but 

that is part of life. Vestry 

members, Open Door 

members, and others 

have been exceptionally 

supporting, helping hold 

me up and get me 

through those periods 

when I have felt most 

challenged. 

So, after almost one year 

as a Vestry member, am I 

glad that I volunteered to 

run as a Vestry candi-

date? YES! Absolutely! 

The work and the service 

have been very rewarding 

to me, personally and 

spiritually. For such a 

small (though clearly 

growing) parish, we have 

so many fantastic, im-

portant ministries. I 

knew that before I was a 

Vestry member, but being 

on the Vestry continually 

reminds me of that fact. 

To any of you who may be 

considering whether to 

run as a Vestry candi-

date, I encourage you to 

say yes. I am confident 

that you, too, will find 

that the personal and 

spiritual rewards of Ves-

try service far exceed the 

challenges that you may 

occasionally feel. And the 

St. George’s faith commu-

nity will thank you for 

your service. 

- Bradley Rymph    

ing. Each Sunday morn-

ing, one Vestry member is 

responsible for serving as 

Vestry Person on Duty 

(VPOD).  (On Sundays 

when a guest clergy is 

presiding at worship in-

stead of Connie+, two 

Vestry members share 

responsibilities as co-

VPODs).  

The VPOD is responsible 

for several behind-the-

scenes activities to make 

sure that the church is 

set up for church school 

and for 10:00 a.m. wor-

ship—unlocking church 

doors (including the class-

rooms and cry room); 

making sure that bulle-

tins and offering plates 

are out; checking that 

scripture readers, aco-

lytes, and other service 

participants are in place 

and identifying replace-

ments if needed; asking 

people for help in taking 

up the communion ele-

ments and distributing 

the offering plates during 

worship; etc.  

On Sundays when Con-

nie+ is not present, the 

VPOD greeting the sup-

ply priest and makes sure 

that s/he feels comforta-

ble and ready for services.  

I have been reminded re-

peatedly how truly won-

derful and special the 

people of St. George’s are. 

As several of you know, 

(continued from page 3) 

Jennifer Bevan-Dangel is 

fantastic as editor of “A 

Wider Circle” (so I really 

have not had to give it 

any attention as Vestry 

liaison). And, since becom-

ing St. George’s office as-

sistant, Elle Sharp has 

been equally great in 

maintaining and improv-

ing the church web page. 

Vestry members are also 

expected to participate in 

the monthly (generally 

Tuesday evening) Vestry 

meetings held at the 

church. Generally, I am 

not the kind of person 

who would look forward to 

meetings such as these —

especially when I was 

working, and I would 

have to go directly from 

my office to the church for 

an evening meeting.  

But Vestry meetings are 

different. They begin and 

end devotionally, with 

church business in be-

tween. They never fail to 

amaze me that, no matter 

what specific issues and 

challenges we may be fac-

ing in any given month, 

the people of St. George’s 

are special and are eager 

to contribute to whatever 

ministry or need we are 

facing at the time. 

I have learned that even 

the more mundane tasks 

of being a Vestry member 

can be personally reward-
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Mardi Gras (cont.) 

Dressing, Ghostbusters or 

even something from the 

current nominees that 

were announced on 

Thursday January 14.   

Use your imagination and 

come in a wonderful cos-

tume! There will be a 

prize for the best one, so 

be creative and bold. 

There will be babysitting 

available for children, so 

there is no reason not to 

come! 

Tickets 

Advance tickets are 

$28.00 and are on sale 

now! They can also be 

purchased at the door for 

$35.00. The tickets for 

young adults 11—20 are 

$18 in advance and $25 at 

the door.  Children 10 

years and under are free.  

We look forward to seeing 

you all at this year‘s big-

gest fundraising event 

and a really wonderful 

party!  

hours of 7 and 9 pm, or 

the Saturday of the event 

between 12 noon and 4 

pm.  

Dinner and Theme 

Besides the exciting 

things to bid on at the 

silent auction, there will 

be a wonderful dinner! 

There will be music! 

There will be costumes! 

(You need to wear one to 

make this part happen).   

The theme for the 2016 

Mardi Gras is “The Acad-

emy Awards.” The 88th 

Academy Awards will be 

presented on Sunday Feb-

ruary 28th and this al-

lows us to come as our 

favorite actor, character, 

movie title or even song.   

For those who are more 

into theatre, think of all 

the plays and musical 

that have been turned 

into movies!  The possibil-

ities are endless: Greta 

Garbo, ET, Titanic, Ben 

Hur, Paul Newman Salad 

(continued from page 1)

item for the auction, 

please ask them on behalf 

of St. George‘s and thank 

them for their generosity!  

Popular items in years 

past have been tickets to 

sporting events and arts 

performances, films or the 

theatre. Gift certificates 

to restaurants are always 

a top draw as are week-

end getaways at nearby 

hotels or resort proper-

ties.  

Think of asking your hair-

stylist or massage thera-

pist if they would be will-

ing to donate a coupon for 

a haircut or massage. The 

only way to find out if 

they will donate is to ask 

them…don‘t be shy! All 

items you or others do-

nate are tax deductible to 

the value of the item.  

Any auction items can be 

dropped off at the church 

on Friday evening before 

the party between the 

Mardi Gras will be 

held February 6,   

6-10pm. This is our 

most popular 

fundraiser for St. 

George’s because it 

is such a fun time! 

Tickets are $28 in 

advance or $35 at 

the door.  

See you there! 

Adult Education and Sunday School 

Sunday School this 

month will be held on 

February 14th and 28th. 

All children and young 

people ages 4 through 

high school are invited to 

participate. Sunday 

School begins at 9:00 am 

and classes are held 

downstairs. 

olyn Lassiter leading a 

panel discussion. 

After that Jeffrey Wil-

liams will lead discussion 

on the core beliefs of 

Christianity.  Please come 

and join in the learning 

and the conversation as 

we continue to be disci-

ples of God!  

After recovering from the 

Blizzard of 2016, Adult 

Education will start Feb-

ruary by talking about 

Women in Religion. We 

will spend a couple of 

Sundays talking about 

women and women's roles 

in Judaism, Islam, and 

Christianity, with Car-
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 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

the New York Times, this 

book was named one of 

the top ten books of 2015 

by many critics.  

Our discussion should be 

interesting and challeng-

ing as we consider the 

book, what it says to us on 

our spiritual path, and 

how we might be called to 

respond. Please join us! 

February 16 at 10 am:  

Between the World and Me 

Every month, St. George’s 

own book club explores 

interesting books about 

faith, social justice and 

the spiritual journeys of 

thoughtful people. Our 

ECQ book discussions 

spark lively conversation 

and raise or answers ques-

tions we may have consid-

ered in our own lives.  

The group is informal and 

comfortable, with some 

regulars and some who 

come to discuss a particu-

lar book that interests 

them. ECQ meets on the 

3rd Tuesday of each 

month at 10 am in the li-

brary. 

In February we’ll be dis-

cussing a recent National 

Book Award winner that 

has garnered praise and 

sparked thoughtful con-

versation about race and 

culture. Between the 

World and Me, by Ta-

Nehisi Coates, is a mem-

oir about the author’s life 

as a Black man in the 

United States.  

Presented as a letter to 

his son, if explores the au-

thor’s experiences and his 

thoughtful journey to 

where he is today-a re-

spected and powerful voice 

on racial  issues. Called 

“…profoundly moving” by 

Explore, Consider and Question with the ECQ Book Club  


