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Letter from the Senior Warden 

even while on vacation, 

has remained strong. 

This is a wonderful sign 

for our Parish Family.  

We certainly are taking 

our vacations and get-

ting out into the world, 

but we are also remem-

bering to come to 

church on Sunday to 

pray, and to be with our 

church family. 

As the Senior Warden 

and chair of the Stew-

ardship Committee I 

must also remind you 

that your pledge is very 

important! Even in the 

summer we have to pay 

Here we are getting 

near the end of summer 

and we certainly have 

had some heat and 

storms to go with it.  

At St. George's this has 

traditionally been a 

time of relaxation and 

recharging of our bat-

teries until the fall be-

gins to approach and 

the ocean water temper-

ature, and the cool 

mountain air no longer 

beckon.  

This year is no different 

except that the numbers 

of people coming to 

church each Sunday, 

our bills and we rely on 

you to stay current so 

we can stay current 

with our creditors.  

This is always critical, 

but this year even more 

so since we have recent-

ly put security cages 

over the replaced air 

conditioning units, have 

removed the unsafe chil-

dren’s playset near the 

parking lot, and re-

paired several items 

from the lengthy to-do 

list of minor repairs. 

Now that I have shared 

a bit of the reality of  

    (continued on page 2) 

St. George’s Camping Trip 9/25-27/15 Greenbelt National 
Park  

and the entrance to the 

park is directly across 

from the TGI Friday’s 

Restaurant and Capital 

Cadillac.   

There are tent and RV 

spaces available for just 

$16 per night per 

space.  All campers will 

be required to pay their 

own site fees at the 

As in years past, mem-

bers of St. George’s will 

be spending the 4th 

weekend of September 

camping at Greenbelt 

National Park.   

The park is located just 

4.5 miles down Green-

belt road from the 

church. The address is 

6565 Greenbelt Road 

Ranger Station at the 

Campground entrance.   

Most people will be ar-

riving in the late after-

noon and early evening 

hours of Friday, 9/25, 

and some may only be 

spending either one of 

the two nights there.   

Everyone who is inter- 

    (continued on page 4) 
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keeping up with the 

maintenance of our be-

loved church, I think 

some good news is in or-

der. Connie+ our Rector 

will be back from sabbati-

cal and will again helm 

the worship services 

starting Sunday, Septem-

ber 6th! Let us all wel-

come her back with open 

arms.    

Thank you all for your 

love and support of the 

hard working St. George’s 

vestry.  We tried our best 

to handle the things that 

Connie does so consistent-

ly in keeping us organized 

and spiritually nourished 

the rest of the year. 

- Roy Peterson 

Season of Creation Begins September 13 

Cosmic Walk along with 

the 10:00 AM service at 

the park. 

We conclude our Season 

of Creation on October 4.  

It not only marks the 

Feast of Saint Francis, 

but focuses on our hu-

manity.  Humanity Sun-

day drives home for us 

the role that we play as 

stewards of Creation in 

service to the preserva-

tion of Earth and the well

-being of the creatures 

with whom we share it.  

This culminating week-

end for the Season of Cre-

ation will also include the 

annual Blessing of Ani-

mals on Saturday morn-

ing, October 3. 

There are many ways to 

become involved in the 

Season of Creation.  We 

will be doing special art 

projects, music and wor-

ship. If you would like to 

take an active role, please 

contact Terry Doyle 

(TerrenceDoyle@msn.com) 

or speak with Connie+. 

As we move to September 

20, we will observe Moun-

tain Sunday.  Throughout 

the Scriptures, mountains 

and mountain tops figure 

prominently as symbols of 

experiencing God’s pres-

ence.  And as in recent 

years you will see our 

sanctuary transformed: 

perhaps with some moun-

tain peaks, of sorts. 

September 27 is Sky Sun-

day.  And what better 

way to observe it than by 

holding services under 

the open sky itself?  Make 

plans to join the congre-

gation at Greenbelt Na-

tional Park for our 10:00 

AM service. (There will be 

the usual 8:00 AM service 

in the sanctuary.)  

Some in the congregation 

will also camp at Green-

belt Park on Friday and 

Saturday evenings (see 

the story on page 1) but 

you can just come for the 

services if you prefer.  We 

will hold a special Satur-

day evening service of the 

Now that September is 

upon us, we are entering 

the Season of Creation. At 

St. George’s we will begin 

this special time to cele-

brate the Earth and crea-

tion on Sunday, Septem-

ber 13 and continue 

through the remaining 

Sundays of September 

and into October with the 

Blessing of the Animals 

on the first Saturday in 

October and the culmina-

tion of the Season of Crea-

tion on October 4, the 

feast day of St. Francis. 

Each Sunday we will take 

up a new theme. The first 

week centers on Earth 

itself.  We explore the sto-

ries of creation and the 

way the primal elements 

of Earth were formed.  

Earth Sunday also intro-

duces the concept of the 

Word or Logos, which in 

the language of the Pro-

logue to the Gospel of 

John is the creative im-

pulse at work from the 

beginning.  
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“Listening for the Still, Small Voice”  

a social life, a job. They 

took all my time.  

Then I experienced health 

problems and some family 

losses, and it became 

clear to me just how short 

life can be.  I began to re-

alize that life was passing 

me by. I had everything 

anyone could want, but I 

was on auto pilot, never 

at peace, never satiated. 

Some part of me began 

yearning to find the 

mountain again, and that 

yearning brought me to 

St. George’s. 

As it turned out, one of 

my favorite St. George’s 

programs became the half 

day of quiet led by Connie 

in the church sanctuary 

around the holidays.  The 

hubbub in my head set-

tled down in just a few 

hours of quiet, and a feel-

ing of calm and spacious-

ness ensued.  It was like a 

small glimpse of the stars 

twinkling above the 

mountain those many 

years ago, a sense of 

peace and of a presence 

greater than myself.  

I wondered to myself how 

life would be if I kept this 

spaciousness and pres-

ence going somehow. I 

sensed I would be less 

angry, more compassion-

ate, more relaxed and 

more content. I also 

sensed my choices  would  

       (continued on page 7) 

In those quiet moments 

on the mountain top I ex-

perienced feelings of 

peace and awe, and what 

I can only call “presence”.  

There was a sense of con-

nection with all of crea-

tion, a feeling of expan-

siveness.  I was immersed 

in something greater than 

myself that held me with 

tenderness and terrifying 

greatness.  The still mo-

ments brought me to a 

place resting fully in God. 

Fastforward about 30 

years and life is pretty 

busy. It is full of work, 

family and social commit-

ments, home upkeep and 

trying to squeeze in a va-

cation here or there.  I 

sometimes look back at 

the moments of magic on 

the mountain top wonder-

ing where the time went. 

That experience lasted no 

more than a half an hour, 

but it felt like an eternity.  

How did those moments 

become so rare? 

Somewhere along the line 

my priorities shifted.  The 

mountain top experience 

got tucked away on the 

shelf for later. Knowing it 

was there provided me 

with comfort, almost as if 

it were an old and cher-

ished teddy bear. Rarely 

would I go into my closet 

and bring it out.  There 

was too much to do: dish-

es to wash, homework 

assignments to complete, 

Program information: 

This Fall’s program, 

“listening for the still, 

small voice,” will offer op-

portunities for quiet time, 

personal reflection and 

periods of optional shar-

ing. I constructed the pro-

gram with the under-

standing that prayer is 

one possible way to invite 

an ongoing relationship 

with God, acknowledging 

that everyone’s experience 

of prayer is unique.  

Don’t worry if you are new 

at this (I am too!)  There 

are no complex structures 

or forms that you will 

need to memorize.  Just 

bring yourself and an 

open mind.  

There will be an introduc-

tory half-day to the pro-

gram on October 3rd from 

3-7pm.  Dinner will be 

provided. That will be fol-

lowed by six, two hour 

sessions on Thursday eve-

nings from 7-9pm.  De-

pending on group size 

times may run shorter. 

The story: 

I’ll never forget a night 

when my siblings and I 

looked up at the stars 

from the top of a moun-

tain. I was about seven 

years old. There was no 

sound of cars, and no 

lamps to dim the night 

sky.  The light of the stars 

was brilliant.  There were 

no words.  

There will be an 

introductory half-

day program Oct. 3 

from 3-7pm. That 

will be followed by 

six sessions on 

Thursday evenings 

from 7-9pm. 
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St. George’s Camping Trip (cont.) 

cle” off of Loop B.  The 8 

am service will be held at 

St. George’s as usual.  

There is plenty of parking 

on the B loop and hospi-

tality will be served there 

after the service is 

over.  For non-campers, 

there will be signs posted 

along the park road lead-

ing to the Campground 

area for you to follow to 

the correct location.   

If you need any further 

information, please call 

Roy Peterson at 202-215-

6878 or by email at 

rpeterson@avtekstaffing. 

com  I hope to see many 

of you there for some or 

all of the festivities! 

- Roy Peterson 

naturalist (and fellow St. 

Georgian) Tom Beal.   

Come and learn about 

this amazing park.   

On Saturday evening 

from 6 pm – 10 pm, we 

will gather in the 

“Campfire Circle” located 

off of Loop B between 

sites 60 and 61 to share 

worship and entertain-

ment.  We will have a 

seasonal based liturgy led 

by St. George’s members,  

a campfire, S’mores, 

drinks, and the movie 

“E.T.”.   

On Sunday morning, 

9/27, we will have our 

regular 10 am Sunday 

Holy Eucharist service at 

the same “Campfire Cir-

(Continued from page 1)

ested is expected to bring 

their own food and camp-

ing equipment.  We will 

be gathering in Loop B, 

which is the first camping 

area on the left after en-

tering the Campground 

section of the park. 

If you are not interested 

in camping but want to 

participate in some of the 

fellowship opportunities 

during the weekend, there 

are three events you 

should consider attending.  

On Saturday morning, 

9/26, at 10 am, we will 

gather next to the shower 

room, located off of Loop B 

near sites 60 and 61, to go 

on a nature walk led by 

St. George’s 

members always 

have a wonderful 

time camping and 

worshipping at 

Greenbelt Park. 

Join us this year 

September 25-27! 

2015-16 St. George’s Sunday School Programs 

ing Dani one Sunday a 

month by reading a story 

to the children.  If you are 

the parent of a child at-

tending this class, please 

consider assisting since 

you will already be here.  

If you are interested 

please contact Tim Dan-

gel (410-271-4312 or 

stdangel@comcast.net). 

The middle school aged 

students will be taught 

again by Roland and Syl-

via Hoke.  They will use 

the Living the Good News 

curriculum.  Some new  

       (continued on page 7) 

in early September. We 

estimate that up to 29 

children and youth will be 

attending one of three 

programs this year. 

The program for pre-

school through elemen-

tary school children is 

called Godly Play and in-

cludes stories from the 

Bible, crafts and activi-

ties.  It is taught by Katy 

and Ernie Lawley and 

Danielle Beitzell.   

We are still looking for a 

fourth teacher to assist 

Dani.  This means assist-

While summer’s leisurely 

pace and wonderful 

weather are always enjoy-

able, I always look for-

ward to the resumption of 

activities and programs 

that begin in September, 

including St. George’s 

Sunday School Program.  

Sunday school will re-

sume on Sunday, Septem-

ber 13 for both the youth 

and adults. Sunday school 

programs for children and 

youth are scheduled every 

two weeks.  A finalized 

list of Sunday School 

dates will be announced 
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St. George’s 

newsletter, website, 

and Facebook 

pages are critical 

communications 

tools. Make sure to 

like St. George’s 

official page and 

join our “Friends 

of” page for all the 

latest news. 

St. George’s’ “Open Door”: Working to Keep Our Church 
Family Welcoming and Vibrant — PART 2 

The official page is fo-

cused on announcements 

of upcoming church activ-

ities and church news. If 

you are a Facebook user, 

we encourage you to “like” 

our page so that you can 

get regular announce-

ments as they are posted.  

You should also join the 

“Friends of …” page. Once 

you do, you not only get 

postings in your Facebook 

news feed, but you can 

also post to the page your-

self. Because of this fea-

ture, this page is a means 

for anyone in the St. 

George’s family to share 

faith- or church-related 

postings with anyone else 

who accesses the page. 

Connie+, Mary Frances, 

Russ, myself, and the 

Vestry have discussed 

possible strategies for in-

creasing the effectiveness 

of the church website and 

the official Facebook 

page:  

 Addition of a new 

church URL for the 

church web page. A 

more traditional “.org” 

URL helps people easily 

find and remember our 

web presence. We now 

have a new, additional 

URL for the church, 

stgeorges glenndale.org. 

The WordPress URL 

automatically redirects 

to this new URL.  

    (continued on page 8)      

monthly newsletter, The 

Wider Circle; our church’s 

web page; and our 

church’s presence on so-

cial media.  

Since you are reading this 

article, you are presuma-

bly familiar with The 

Wider Circle, which is 

very ably edited by Jen-

nifer Bevan-Dangel.   

Our website, stgeoweb. 

wordpress.com, was set 

up last year, led by our 

then-Senior Warden Ka-

ren Horrocks. The two 

primary people currently 

working with the web 

page are myself and St. 

George’s current Junior 

Warden, Mary Frances 

Bruce. Russ Little has 

also met with us to give 

advice on using the Word-

Press website. We are 

seeking new people who 

can help manage and edit 

the website. If interested 

please contact me. 

The third key element of 

St. George’s communica-

tions ministry is our pres-

ence on social media, es-

pecially Facebook. Our 

official Facebook page is 

www.facebook.com/StGeo. 

There is also a separate 

“Friends of St. George’s 

Episcopal” group page at 

www.facebook. com/

groups/75769083348.   

Both pages are critical 

components of our com-

munications outreach. 

In the May 2015 issue of 

The Wider Circle I first 

wrote about St. George’s 

“Open Door” Committee, 

which the Vestry estab-

lished to help us at St. 

George’s work together to 

make sure that anyone 

who walks through our 

doors feels welcome here.  

The “Open Door” Commit-

tee focuses on our new-

member welcome, Sunday

-morning greeters, and 

church communication 

activities. The May article 

focused on the first two of 

these three.  

Since it appeared, we 

have held a successful 

New Member brunch after 

church and have expand-

ed our Sunday morning 

greeter program to in-

clude additional greeters 

specifically focused on 

identifying and welcoming 

individuals who are 

guests at St. George’s for 

the first time. The com-

mittee will renew its work 

this fall to strengthen our 

greeting and welcoming 

activities. We will sched-

ule a meeting in Septem-

ber. If you are interested 

in attending, please speak 

to me at church any Sun-

day or e-mail me, 

bbrymph@verizon.net.  

This article will discuss  

the third focus – church 

communications. These 

activities include this 
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ECQ Book Group 

this book but it raised im-

portant questions about 

what church should be.  

Another social justice sto-

ry by Wes Moore, The 

Other Wes Moore, really 

called us to consider the 

many ways our systems 

may fail those who most 

need a helping hand. 

While it was not strictly a 

spiritual book, it deeply 

challenged us to explore 

what we as Christians 

can do to transform our 

society.  

If you want to read 

ahead, this fall we’ll be 

reading Just Mercy by 

Bryan Stevenson, a book 

about the justice system 

that has been suggested 

as a diocesanwide read. 

We may be scheduling an 

evening or Sunday ses-

sion for discussion about 

this book. We’ll also be 

reading Richard Rohr’s 

Falling Upward. 

Of course, this is just a 

sampling of the many ex-

cellent books that may 

open up new ways to look-

ing at faith, spirit and 

social justice. In addition 

to the authors listed 

above, you might try 

books by Barbara Taylor 

Brown, Lauren Winner, 

Brian McClaren, Karen 

Armstrong, Peter J 

Gomes or President Jim-

my Carter, among many 

others. Happy reading! 

the books we’ve enjoyed 

so far, a look back has 

something for everyone. 

There’s a surprisingly 

funny tradition in modern 

spiritual writing, with 

books that challenge us 

while still providing an 

enjoyable reading experi-

ence. Our first book, Pas-

trix , by Nadia Bolz

Weber, is absolutely fun-

ny and absolutely thought

provoking.  

Anne Lamott’s best-

selling spiritual memoir 

Traveling Mercies is also 

written by a quirky, origi-

nal thinker who may 

bring you up short in the 

middle of a chuckle. Even 

The Year of Living Bibli-

cally, by A.J. Jacobs, 

clearly written to be hu-

morous, provides a win-

dow into faith and the 

search for meaning. 

For a look into a lifetime 

of spiritual exploration, 

try Convictions: How I 

Learned What Matters 

Most, the last book by 

wellregarded theologian 

Marcus J. Borg. It is ac-

cessible and spiritually 

enriching.  

Take This Bread by Sara 

Miles looks at the faith 

journey through ques-

tions about social justice, 

focusing on the authors 

path to belief through ser-

vice to the hungry. We 

had mixed feelings about 

If you love, books, good 

conversation, and a 

chance to explore faith 

and spirit, the ECQ book 

group may be just the 

thing. We explore inter-

esting books about faith 

and social justice and 

spiritual memoirs, many 

of which spark lively con-

versation and raise or an-

swers questions we may 

have considered in our 

own lives.  

The group is informal and 

comfortable, and the 

books we’ve chosen have 

been stimulating. You can 

join the group at any 

time. We meet on the 3rd 

Tuesday of each month in 

Miller Hall at 10 am. 

In September, the group 

will be reading The Faith 

Club, by Ranya Idliby, 

Suzanne Oliver and 

Priscilla Warner.  It’s de-

scribed on the Amazon 

website as follows:  

“A groundbreaking book 

about Americans search-

ing for faith and mutual 

respect, The Faith Club 

weaves the story of three 

women, their three reli-

gions, and their urgent 

quest to understand one 

another.  Personal, power-

ful, and compelling, The 

Faith Club forces readers 

to face the tough ques-

tions about their own reli-

gions.” 

If you are interested in 

The ECQ Book 

Group meets on the 

3rd Tuesday of 

each month in 

Miller Hall at 10 

am. You can join at 

any time! 
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Each person’s faith 

experiences are 

different. This 

program will be 

flexible and 

relatable no matter 

where you are in 

your journey. 

2015-16 St. George’s Sunday School (cont.) 

oped for the year include 

Women in the Bible and 

the Early Church, a study 

of the Prophets, and an 

examination of the Book 

of Common Prayer. 

Look for announcements 

about specific dates and 

topics in the bulletin and 

the weekly email. Please 

consider attending Sun-

day School this year! 

change will be made dur-

ing morning announce-

ments in early Septem-

ber.  The children and 

teenagers will receive a 

reminder from their 

teachers to attend classes 

prior to September 13. 

The Adult Forum is 

taught by various mem-

bers of St. George’s.  

Some topics being devel-

(continued from page 4)

developments for this 

class will be adding music 

to the classes, rearranging 

the class room, and paint-

ing a St. George and the 

Dragon mural on one of 

the classroom walls. 

The senior high school 

class will have a change 

in teachers this year.  The 

announcement of this 

“Still, Small Voice” (cont.) 

opportunity to join.   

This brings me to where I 

am today.  It is an inter-

section of craving a deep-

er connection with God, 

hoping to give back to a 

community that has nur-

tured me and exploring 

together how we can each 

find our mountain (or our 

beach, or our desert). 

I believe each person’s 

experience of God is 

unique, down to the name 

we call God and our 

method of prayer. This 

contemplative prayer pro-

gram will be flexible and 

relatable to a variety of 

experiences. There is no 

expectation to incorporate 

any of the methods into 

your daily life. We will 

support our learning to-

gether in a confidential 

and compassionate way, 

as a community.  I hope 

to see you there! 

-  Sarah O'Brien  

prayer I am a beginner, 

and as I was not raised in 

the church my knowledge 

of scripture is limited.  

Even so, I was intrigued 

when a friend posted on 

Facebook about a pro-

gram offered by the 

Shalem Institute for Spir-

itual Development that 

had changed her life.  

Called Transforming 

Communities, it focused 

on contemplative prayer 

and retreat leadership.  

For anyone that may not 

be familiar with the 

Shalem Institute, it is an 

ecumenical organization 

devoted to teaching spir-

itual development and 

contemplative prayer. 

The opportunity to join 

this program coincided 

with a growing wish to 

give something back to 

the community of St. 

George’s.  I jumped at the 

(continued from page 3)  

be different.  It struck me 

that this was God’s “still, 

small voice” trying to 

reach me. I had begun to 

listen again. 

A funny image comes to 

mind. It is a memory from 

when I was eight or nine 

years old. I was very an-

gry at my mom and she 

was trying to talk with 

me. I have my fingers in 

my ears and am sticking 

my tongue out, saying 

“I’m not listening!” Some-

times the same thing goes 

on with God and I.  The 

mountain is there, I am 

sitting on it, but I am not 

listening.  

More and more over the 

last few years I have 

found myself wondering 

how to invite God (or Spir-

it, or Christ, or the divine) 

into my life more consist-

ently. When it comes to 



7010 Glenn Dale Rd. 

Glenn Dale, Md 20769 

St  George ’s Ep iscopa l  Church,  Glenn Da le  Par ish   

Phone: 301 262 3285 

Fax: 301 262 0666 

http://stgeorgesglenndale.org/ 

 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

St. George’s’ “Open Door”: Keeping Our Church Family Welcoming and Vibrant  (cont.) 

for expanding the web page. If 

you have any photos that you 

think might be appropriate for 

the website or the official Face-

book page, please feel free to 

submit them to me for us to pos-

sibly use. We would love to get 

so many photos that it simply 

isn’t feasible to use them all! If 

you are a member of the 

“Friends of …” group page, you 

are already able to post photos 

directly to that page. 

  Increased sharing of church 

news, including the rector’s ser-

mons, on the official Facebook 

page. We recognize that we have 

not been making full use of our 

Facebook page to post church 

news, and will be expanding our 

use of the page this fall. For ex-

(continued from page 5) 

For unfortunate and complex 

reasons we are phasing out our 

longtime URL, stgeo.org. 

 Increased use of photographs on 

both the website and the Face-

book page. One of the greatest 

strengths of St. George’s is our 

people — their vibrancy, their 

enthusiasm, their diversity, and 

especially how much we truly 

love worshipping, studying, 

praying, and playing with each 

other. We would like to help 

convey this strength by making 

both our website and our Face-

book presence more photo inten-

sive. In particular, we would 

like to build up a stock of photos 

of church-related activities in 

recent years that we could use 

ample, with Connie+ returning 

from her sabbatical, we plan to 

begin posting links to podcasts 

of our Sunday morning sermons. 

These podcasts are already fre-

quently posted on the church’s 

website at stgeorgesglenn-

dale.org/category/podcast/. 

We welcome your input on any of 

these ideas, as well as any other 

suggestions you may have for our 

communications ministry. To 

make our communications most 

successful, we need the active par-

ticipation of as many people as 

possible. If you would like to as-

sist with the website or Facebook 

page, or have photographs that 

you would welcome us using, 

please let us know. 

— Brad Rymph 


