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October Dates: 
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 4; Launch Stewardship 
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 11, 25; Sunday School 
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Upcoming Dates: 

 Nov 1; ONE SERVICE 

All Saints and Ingath-

ering  

 Nov 2; Remembrance 

Service 

 Nov 7; Open Mic Night 

 Jan 17-24, 2016:     

Safe Haven 

 Feb 6; Mardi Gras 

Letter from the Rector 

we give back to God, to 

the community, to the 

church. 

For some, this is not a 

favorite time of the 

year.  I know that some 

of us would prefer that 

we didn’t discuss money 

or giving at all.  The 

question Can we not 

have this conversation? 

can be an undertone of 

this feeling.    

Others of us see this as 

simply a practical mat-

Every generous act of 

giving and every perfect 

gift are rivers of light 

cascading down from 

the God of light.  James 

1:17a 

Dear Friends, 

October is the time in 

our life together at St. 

George’s where we focus 

our attention on giving.  

We are invited to reflect 

on what we have been 

given – by God, by our 

community – and what 

ter:  to survive, the 

church needs money.  

The church’s members 

give money, which 

makes it all work.  We 

are willing to have the 

conversation, but as a 

matter of necessity.   

Still others of us may 

look forward to this time 

of asking big questions 

and having discussions 

on big topics such as our 

financial giving: not so 

much what it does for  

     (continued on page 2) 

2015 Stewardship Campaign: God the Giver 

not because we deserve 

it, but because God’s 

love is freely given.  It 

is grace.  It is not 

earned; it cannot be 

earned.  It does not 

need to be earned.”  

God is the Giver, the 

ultimate lover of all 

God has created.  

Our campaign will close 

with a special, com-

bined 9 am service on 

November 1, including 

a celebratory luncheon. 

On Sunday, October 

4th, we will kick off our 

annual giving cam-

paign: “God the Giver.” 

Over the next four 

weeks, we will explore 

how acknowledging 

God’s generosity to us 

can unleash greater 

generosity in ourselves.   

Archbishop Desmond 

Tutu in his book, “In 

God’s Hands” says, 

“This is a God who in-

tervenes on our behalf, 

You will receive more 

information in bulletin 

inserts, during the ser-

vice, and in a few let-

ters. 

If you have any ques-

tions or need more infor-

mation, please see a 

member of the steward-

ship team- Dan Ryan, 

Luella Tabor, and Roy 

Peterson, or speak to 

Connie+.  
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(continued from page 1)  

the church, but what it 

does for us.  (I know, it 

may seem hard to believe, 

but those who enjoy stew-

ardship are out there.) 

The challenge, it seems to 

me, is in inviting us all 

into a conversation, no 

matter where you find 

yourself on the spectrum.  

It is in helping us all to 

deepen our understanding 

of giving, so that it is not 

a simple transaction (we 

get something by being 

part of the church, so we 

have to give something 

back) but rather a trans-

formational, spiritual ex-

perience. 

For me, it is an everyday 

conversation with myself 

about what I believe and 

how I want to live.  I try 

to be generous, to live 

generously, to commit 

myself to the value as 

generosity as a way of 

life.  Sometimes that feels 

easy and natural; at other 

times it is a real struggle.  

I think this is true for 

many of us. 

The theme of this year’s 

Stewardship Campaign is 

God the Giver.  The letter 

of James reminds us that 

“every generous act of giv-

ing and every perfect gift 

are rivers of light cascad-

ing down from the God of 

light,” and says two 

things.   

One, that we are recipi-

ents of God’s generous 

giving to us; we are 

bathed in light and grace 

and blessing from God.  

And two, that we partici-

pate as Christians in the 

experience that we and 

others have of that light 

when we too act generous-

ly in our own lives – our 

own giving, our own en-

counters with the other, 

our own commitments to 

the values we hold. 

I hope that you will be an 

active participant in our 

conversation about giving 

and generosity this Octo-

ber. You are particularly 

invited to engage in a par-

ish wide conversation af-

ter the 10:00 service on 

Sunday, October 18.   

Lunch and childcare will 

be offered to those who 

want to be a part of the 

discussion about these big 

questions of generosity 

and giving, as we reflect 

on where we see God 

moving generously in our 

own lives and in the 

world, and where we are 

able to live generously or 

where we struggle.   

I look forward to journey-

ing with you. 

Blessings, 

Connie+ 

November 2—Remembrance Service in the Chapel  

the office with names at 

officestgeo@comcastbiz. 

net.   

Join us for this special 

service in the Chapel at 7 

pm on November 2. 

ied in our cemetery, as 

well as anyone who has 

died that you would like 

to remember.  

The forms to submit 

names will be available 

throughout October at 

church, or you can email 

On Monday, November 

2nd at 7:00 p.m., St. 

George’s will celebrate its 

annual service of remem-

brance in the Chapel, this 

year on All Souls Day.   

We remember and pray 

for all those who are bur-
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Fall Ministry Fair 

welcome others to St. 

George’s or join a prayer 

group, just to name a few. 

So come to the fair and 

learn about the many 

ministry opportunities at 

St. George’s, ask ques-

tions, get connected, and 

discover where God is 

calling you to share your 

time, talent and treas-

ure.   

As each one of us partici-

pates in ministry, God’s 

redeeming love will con-

tinue to grow and flourish 

here at St. George’s and 

inside each and every one 

of us. 

- Roy Peterson,  

Senior Warden 

George’s. 

All of us are called to St. 

George’s—and our goal is 

to help everyone find a 

place of service and ful-

fillment within our com-

munity. 

Also, we know there are 

times in our lives when 

each of us turns to our 

church family for assis-

tance and direction.   

We hope you will learn 

where you can turn for 

what you need—whether 

for spiritual direction, to 

learn about the Bible, for 

support when you are 

grieving the loss of a 

loved one, to meet new 

friends, reach out to the 

surrounding community, 

October 25 is your oppor-

tunity to find your place 

or renew your ties with 

St. George’s.  Come to the 

ministry fair following the 

10 am service. 

St. George’s is a very live-

ly church, with many of 

us using our gifts and joy-

fully sharing them with 

one another.  That’s what 

makes us a vibrant com-

munity of faith.   

Many people want to be-

come more involved, but 

don’t know how. Some 

wonder, “Where do I fit 

in?” “What can I do?” “Do 

I really have anything to 

offer?”  The ministry fair 

will help you find your 

place and renew your 

commitment to St. 

Sunday November 1st  One Festive Service at 9:00 am— 
All Saints and Ingathering 

many blessings.  

The service is followed by 

a festive brunch to which 

all are invited.  Come and 

celebrate this special day 

in the life of St. George’s. 

Saints and remember all 

that God has given us.  

This is a feast day in the 

church, and it is the cul-

mination of our Steward-

ship Season as we give 

thanks to God for our 

Come celebrate All Saints 

Day and our Stewardship 

Ingathering by returning 

your pledge card on Sun-

day, Nov 1 at our one 9:00 

am service, as we cele-

brate the Communion of 

Come to the 

ministry fair on 

October 25 and 

discover different 

ways you can 

engage more deeply 

in the life of St. 

George’s. 

is Sunday October 25th!
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“Listening for the Still, Small Voice”  

to St. George’s. 

More and more over the 

last few years I have 

found myself wondering 

how to invite God (or 

Spirit, or Christ, or the 

divine) into my life more 

consistently. So I was in-

trigued when a friend 

posted on Facebook about 

a program offered by the 

Shalem Institute for Spir-

itual Development that 

had changed her life.  

Called Transforming 

Communities, it focused 

on contemplative prayer 

and retreat leadership.  

For anyone that may not 

be familiar with the 

Shalem Institute, it is an 

ecumenical organization 

devoted to teaching spir-

itual development and 

contemplative prayer.  

I believe each person’s 

experience of God is 

unique, down to the name 

we call God and our 

method of prayer. This 

contemplative prayer pro-

gram will be flexible and 

relatable to a variety of 

experiences.  

There is no expectation to 

incorporate any of the 

methods into your daily 

life. We will support our 

learning together in a 

confidential and compas-

sionate way, as a commu-

nity.  I hope to see you 

there! 

-  Sarah O'Brien  

In those quiet moments 

on the mountain top I ex-

perienced feelings of 

peace and awe, and what 

I can only call “presence”.  

There was a sense of con-

nection with all of crea-

tion, a feeling of expan-

siveness.  I was immersed 

in something greater than 

myself that held me with 

tenderness and terrifying 

greatness.  The still mo-

ments brought me to a 

place resting fully in God. 

Fast-forward about 30 

years and life is pretty 

busy. It is full of work, 

family and social commit-

ments, home upkeep and 

trying to squeeze in a va-

cation here or there.  I 

sometimes look back at 

the moments of magic on 

the mountain top wonder-

ing where the time went. 

That experience lasted no 

more than a half an hour, 

but it felt like an eternity.  

How did those moments 

become so rare? 

Somewhere along the line 

my priorities shifted.  The 

mountain top experience 

got tucked away on the 

shelf for later.  

Then I experienced health 

problems and some family 

losses, and it became 

clear to me just how short 

life can be.  Some part of 

me began yearning to find 

the mountain again, and 

that yearning brought me 

Contemplative Prayer 

Program: 

This Fall’s program, 

“listening for the still, 

small voice,” will offer op-

portunities for quiet time, 

personal reflection and 

periods of optional shar-

ing. I constructed the pro-

gram with the under-

standing that prayer is 

one possible way to invite 

an ongoing relationship 

with God, acknowledging 

that everyone’s experience 

of prayer is unique.  

Don’t worry if you are new 

at this (I am too!)  There 

are no complex structures 

or forms that you will 

need to memorize.  Just 

bring yourself and an 

open mind.  

There will be an introduc-

tory half-day to the pro-

gram on October 3rd from 

3-7pm.  Dinner will be 

provided. That will be fol-

lowed by six, two hour 

sessions on Thursday eve-

nings from 7-9pm.  De-

pending on group size 

times may run shorter 

The Story: I’ll never    

forget a night when my 

siblings and I looked up at 

the stars from the top of a 

mountain. I was about 

seven years old. There 

was no sound of cars, and 

no lamps to dim the night 

sky.  The light of the stars 

was brilliant.  There were 

no words.  

There will be an 

introductory half-

day program Oct. 3 

from 3-7pm. That 

will be followed by 

six sessions on 

Thursday evenings 

from 7-9pm. 
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There are many 

opportunities to 

enjoy the arts at St. 

George’s, either as 

a participant or an 

observer!  

Join us Oct 17th or 

Nov 7th for two fun 

fundraisers for the 

St. George’s 

Players. 

St. George’s Arts Update 

Pricing is not yet final-

ized, but all proceeds will 

help defray the cost of 

Jesus Christ Superstar. 

You can place your order 

throughout the month of 

October.  

Anthem choir will be 

rehearsing on Sundays 

from 12 noon to 1:30 be-

ginning 10/04. We will be 

singing 11/01, 11/29, 12/6, 

12/13, & 12/24. (Late ser-

vice).  Anyone interested 

in joining is welcome—no 

experience necessary.  

Special Children’s 

Choir will be singing at 

the service on 12/20. Chil-

dren between the ages of 

5-12 are invited to re-

hearse from 11:15-11:45 

on Sundays.  

socialize, sing and 

swing.  $20 dona-

tion will help de-

fray the cost of 

Jesus Chris Su-

perstar produc-

tion.  Tickets will 

be available begin-

ning     October 

4th after both ser-

vices.  

November 7, 7pm

-10pm: Open Mic 

Night! Bring your act to 

St George’s. Sing, dance, 

read, play an instrument, 

recite. $10 donation will 

help defray the cost of 

Jesus Christ Superstar. 

Sign up to participate on 

the posted sign-up sheet 

in the Narthax.  

St. George’s T-shirts 

Is your St George’s t-shirt 

tired and worn out? Do 

you need your first St 

George’s t-shirt?  Now 

is the time to order a 

replacement or get 

your very first one! 

Orders for shirts - long 

sleeve, short sleeve, 

men’s & women’s, 

youth and toddler sizes 

are available in a rain-

bow of colors.  

Jesus Christ Superstar 

Coming to St. George’s 

this Spring! 

St George’s Players is 

working to get the rights 

&amp; royalties for Jesus 

Christ Superstar for 

spring performances!  

Watch for ongoing up-

dates about auditions, re-

hearsals, dates for our 

run, and more.  

Please save the dates! 

Saturday, October 17, 

7pm-10pm: “Music in the 

Night”; presenting a wide 

range of music for your 

listening and dancing 

pleasure. We will be fea-

turing a variety of sounds 

- 40’s and 50’s acoustic 

guitar, a little rock, may-

be some Praise music too!   

This will be a fun night to 

Sunday School Dates in October 

Sunday School meets at 

9:00 am in the classrooms 

downstairs. 

All young people ages 4 

through high school are 

invited to participate.   

The next Sunday School 

dates are October 11 and 

25.   
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 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

Thank you 

everyone who 

joined us at 

Greenbelt Park 

for our Season of 

Creation service.  


