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November Dates: 

 1; ONE SERVICE; All 

Saints and Ingathering  

 2; Remembrance Service 

 7; Open Mic Night 

 8; Safe Haven preview 

 8, 22; Sunday School 

 8; Adult Education 

 8; Cat’s Meow orders due 

 23; Baskets due 

 All Month: warm cloth-

ing drive! 

Upcoming Dates: 

 Dec 5; St. Nicholas Party 

 Jan 17-24, 2016:     

Safe Haven 

 Feb 6; Mardi Gras 

Letter from the Rector 

is also good to know 

what is going on in the 

wider church.  

For instance, did you 

know that he is the first 

African American to 

hold this position?  

Nine years ago 

Katharine Jefferts Schi-

ori made history by be-

coming the first female 

Presiding Bishop, and 

this is another historic 

step for our church. 

Here are a few words of 

Bishop Curry’s after his 

Dear Friends, 

On November 1st the 

Episcopal Church will 

get a new Presiding 

Bishop, the representa-

tive of the Episcopal 

Church nationally and 

internationally.   

The Rt. Rev. Michael 

Curry will be installed 

to his new position in a 

service at the National 

Cathedral.  And while 

that doesn’t affect the 

day to day life of your 

average St. Georgian, it 

election in June: 

We are followers of Jesus 

– Jesus of Nazareth – 

and the truth is we’ve 

got a message to pro-

claim, a life to live and 

something to share and 

offer the world.  

There’s a lot of suffering 

in this world. There’s a 

lot of heartache, there’s a 

lot of nightmare. We are 

people who believe that 

God has a dream and a 

vision for this world, 

     (continued on page 2) 

Safe Haven Homeless Shelter is Earlier this Year (Jan 18-
24, 2016) 

help with laundry and 

showers. 

With opportunities for 

everyone to get in-

volved; we need at least 

40 people. Please mark 

your calendars. 

 General informa-

tional session will 

be held Sunday, 

Nov. 8th at 9 am 

and 11:30 am.  

 Detailed training 

For almost 30 years 

Prince George’s County 

churches have been 

hosting up to 15 men in 

a winter shelter that 

moves from church to 

church each week.  

This marks our 8th year 

participating in this 

ministry, and the 6th 

year we have hosted. 

We provide a hot din-

ner, a place to sleep, a 

hearty breakfast, and 

sessions will be held 

in December and 

early January. 

Don’t forget to invite 

others to volunteer. 

We can only manage 

this if we expand our 

“circle ever wider” and 

ask for assistance. 

For more details speak 

to Joann Prosser 

jprosser@umd.edu or 

Gene Ferrick 

gene.ferrick@gmail.com.  
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 and that Jesus has 

shown us how to follow 

him in the direction of 

that and how to help this 

world live into God’s 

dream and vision for us 

now. 

Our work is actually the 

work of participating in 

the Jesus movement, 

which seeks to realize 

God’s dream and seeks to 

accomplish God’s mission 

in this world. The church 

must help form disciples 

who will live like Jesus, 

who actually live out and 

struggle to live out the 

teachings of Jesus in their 

lives, and make a tangible 

difference in the world. 

Bishop Curry will be in 

our diocese to celebrate 

Absalom Jones Day on 

February 7; Absalom 

Jones was the first Afri-

can American priest in 

the Episcopal Church, 

ordained in 1804.  That 

service will be at the Na-

tional Cathedral at 3 pm 

on February 7, 2016 and 

is open to everyone.  

As we get to know Bishop 

Curry over the next years 

in the life of our church, 

we can look forward to 

being inspired to partici-

pate in his vision for the 

church, and God’s vision 

for the world.  

Blessings, 

Connie+ 

Giving Updates:  Current Year and Upcoming for Christmas  

(roughly 75%), we also 

count on special dona-

tions around major feast 

days like Easter and 

Christmas.   

Last year’s budget deficit 

was due in part to lower-

than-expected Christmas/

end-of-year donations. We 

are hoping for strong   

Christmas giving this 

year.  Thank you! 

P.S.: If your financial cir-

cumstances have changed 

for the worse and you 

won’t be able to fulfill 

your pledge, please let 

Connie+ know. 

Special Donations for 

Christmas:  As you plan 

your Christmas giving, 

please remember St. 

George’s.  Although regu-

lar pledges make up the 

bulk of our income 

Current Year:  As of Oc-

tober 20, our pledge reve-

nue for this year was sev-

eral thousand dollars 

short of (year-to-date) 

budget.   

Please check your 3rd 

quarter statement and, if 

you’ve fallen behind, any 

effort to catch up would be 

much appreciated - we 

don’t want to end 2015 

with a deficit!  

Everything you always wanted to know about the Prayer Book 
(but were afraid to ask) 

tion Forum starting No-

vember 8.  Bring your 

Prayer Book or we'll loan 

you one.  Come learn and 

ask questions! 

previous question ended 

with a preposition?   

These and other ques-

tions can be answered 

each Sunday morning at 

9:00 at the Adult Educa-

What is the Prayer Book? 

Where did it come from 

and why do we use 

it?  How do we use 

it?  What does BCP stand 

for?  How is it that the 
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Thankful for Thanksgiving 

meal together.   

These are familiar bibli-

cal themes, acknowledg-

ing our gifts from God 

and sharing food with the 

people we love.  That may 

explain the longevity of 

this beloved day.  It is 

interesting that almost 

every religion or culture 

sets aside time each year 

to acknowledge their gifts 

and give thanks.   

I wish all of you a most 

bountiful Thanksgiving 

and close with a verse 

from the Book of Common 

Prayer lectionary for 

Thanksgiving Day, Joel 

2:24.  “You shall eat in 

plenty and be satisfied, 

and praise the name of 

the LORD your God, who 

has dealt wondrously 

with you.” 

- Tim Dangel 

decorated for Christmas, 

just like Ralphie in A 

Christmas Story.   

When I married, my wife 

and I tried valiantly for 

13 years to eat two 

Thanksgiving dinners, 

one at my home and a 

second at her home.  We 

tried to monitor the 

amount we ate during the 

first meal to enjoy the 

second and failed misera-

ble every year.   

After Andrew was born, 

we stopped traveling to 

Pennsylvania after one 

long, gridlock trip on I70 

with Andrew as a toddler 

strapped in a car seat.  

This meant creating a 

new way to celebrate 

Thanksgiving in Annapo-

lis, we did so with friends 

for many years.   

Now I join Andrew and 

Jennifer in their home 

and share this meal with 

Jennifer’s family and of-

ten additional friends.  

Andrew roasts the turkey 

and mashes the potatoes,  

I  make  the  gravy,  and  

everyone  else  contrib-

utes  salads,  vegetables,  

and  desserts.  

As I reflect over this cele-

bration which I will expe-

rience for the 72nd time 

this year, a number of 

important elements have 

remained constant: shar-

ing this day with family 

and friends and eating a 

As I experience the chang-

ing seasons from warm 

summer evenings to cool 

fall days with the dazzling 

display of colored leaves, I 

fondly remember autumn 

and Thanksgiving grow-

ing up in central  Pennsyl-

vania.  The way I  cele-

brate  Thanksgiving has 

changed over the years 

but its essential  meaning  

and  elements  have  not.    

My mother always pre-

pared Thanksgiving and 

we were joined by my fa-

ther’s family.  On the 

Wednesday evening be-

fore Thanksgiving my 

four brothers and sisters 

and I would sit in front of 

the TV watching the Per-

ry Como Thanksgiving  

Show while tearing  bread  

for the filling, or stuffing.   

Mother would stuff the 

turkey and roast it  in the 

oven at a very low tem-

perature all night (which 

is no longer recommend-

ed).  When we woke up in 

the morning the house 

would smell  wonderful 

and the kitchen would be 

pleasant and warm.   

My father managed an 

A&P food store and there 

was always plenty of food 

in my home.  After 

Thanksgiving dinner we 

would drive to the neigh-

boring city of Altoona to 

enjoy the windows of Ga-

ble’s Department Store 

Thanksgiving 

resonates through 

the ages because 

the themes of 

acknowledging our 

gifts from God and 

sharing a meal 

with family and 

friends are truly 

universal.  
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St Nicholas Party 

wonderful time of fun, 

food, and fellowship for 

all ages, not just kids.  

We will make St. Nicho-

las themed crafts and dec-

orate a Christmas tree, 

while munching cookies 

and sipping hot chocolate. 

Pizza and salad will be 

provided for dinner.   

Perhaps there will even 

be a surprise visit by 

Bishop Nicholas himself! 

particular children, sail-

ors, and prisoners.  

St. Nicholas Day is ob-

served on December 6 on 

the church calendar, and 

that means…it’s time 

for a party! 

The annual St. Nicholas 

party will be held on Sat-

urday, December 5, from 

4:00.until 7:00.  This is a 

long tradition at St 

George’s, and is always a 

Who was Saint Nicholas? 

Nicholas was born during 

the third century A.D., 

and became Bishop of My-

ra (in what is now Tur-

key) at a young age. 

There are many stories 

about his generosity, his 

love for children, and his 

care for those in need.  

Today he may be the pa-

tron saint of more causes 

than any other saint, in 

Upcoming Sunday School Dates and Other Events for Young 
People 

Plus stay tuned for infor-

mation o come about the 

Christmas Pageant re-

hearsals!  The Christmas  

Pageant is part of the 

Christmas Eve Family 

Service, December 24 at 5 

pm. 

choir,’ singing at the 

10:00 am service on Sun-

day, December 21.  Re-

hearsals are immediately 

after the 10:00 service 

starting November 8, for 

20 minutes each Sunday 

through December 14.   

Sunday School meets on 

November 8 and Novem-

ber 22, and then Decem-

ber 6 and 13.  

Don’t forget that all youth 

are invited to participate 

in a one-time ‘youth 

Cat’s Meow is Back! 

place your order no later 

than Nov 8.  

Checks should be made 

payable to St George’s 

and submitted at the time 

you place your order; 

please write “Cat’s Meow” 

on the memo line.  

We anticipate delivery in 

early December so these 

would make great Christ-

mas gifts!  

Contact Donna Haselton 

if you have any questions. 

We are again taking or-

ders for Cat’s Meow fig-

ures of St George’s 

Church and Chapel. 

These are small wooden 

replicas of our beloved 

buildings.  

Each figure costs $15, and 

St George’s will earn ap-

proximately $6.00 for 

each figure sold.  

Please see the sign-up 

sheet on the bulletin 

board in the Narthex and 
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Help us “Build a 

Basket” for 

Thanksgiving or 

Christmas. Join a 

team, build your 

own, or provide 

supplemental items 

to help families in 

need this holiday 

season. 

Outreach and Social Justice Committee Launches the “Build a Basket 
Challenge” 

for supplemental items. 

Thanksgiving holiday 

baskets should be com-

pleted by 4:00 p.m. Mon-

day, November 23rd.  

These baskets will be de-

livered on Tuesday, No-

vember 24th.  Christmas 

Holiday Baskets should 

be completed by 4:00 p.m. 

Monday, December 21th, 

and will be delivered 

Tuesday, December 22nd. 

All donations will be kept 

in the library until deliv-

ered. 

If you have questions on 

the Build-a-Basket Chal-

lenge, talk to Bev Brown 

(301-577-7343, berae-

brown@yahoo.com) or 

Peggy Alexander (301-602

-6236, peggyalexan-

der28@gmail.com). 

packages of holiday 

napkins) 

 contribute a check or 

grocery gift card to 

help complete baskets  

Here is the recommended 

basket composition: 

Required Basket Con-

tents: 

 Laundry basket 

 2 cans each of: corn, 

green beans, gravy, 

yams or sweet pota-

toes, mushroom soup 

 Cranberry relish (can) 

 Stuffing mix (bag or 

box) 

 Fresh foods: bag of 

potatoes, apples, or-

anges, onions, celery, 

carrots, squash (any 

kind), bread or rolls & 

butter 

Supplemental 

Items: 

 Holiday napkins 

 Olives, pickles, 

nuts 

 Bottled juice 

 Boullion cubes or 

carton of broth 

 Crackers  

 Grocery store gift 

cards 

Beginning November 

1st,there will be a 

collection box in the 

hallway for each 

group holiday basket 

and one collection box 

If you are looking for a 

way to give back this holi-

day season, the Outreach 

and Social Justice Com-

mittee has a challenge for 

you!   

Expanding on our tradi-

tion of assisting our com-

munity families and 

friends with a holiday 

meal, once again St. 

George’s Church will be 

creating holiday food bas-

kets for Thanksgiving and 

Christmas. But, this year 

there is a twist.   

The Outreach and Social 

Justice Committee is chal-

lenging ten (10) St. 

George’s groups or com-

mittees to create and fill 

an entire basket each.  

Check the posters in the 

hallway to learn if your 

group or committee has 

been challenged to build a 

holiday basket – or listen 

for the Sunday morning 

announcements. 

Not serving on a commit-

tee but want to contrib-

ute? No problem! There 

are four ways which indi-

viduals may contribute:   

 assist one of the 

groups to fill a basket  

 bring individual basic 

items to supplement 

baskets for larger 

households  

 offer to buy one partic-

ular item for 5-10  

baskets (e.g. 5-10 
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 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

chase and donate. Pur-

chasing the cards from St. 

George’s benefits both the 

children and our parish. 

You may give the Target 

cards to Donna or Randy 

Haselton or Peggy Alexan-

der. 

Thank you for supporting 

Prince George’s County 

students! 

As the weather turns cold-

er, St George’s is again 

reaching out to help the 

Prince George’s County 

School System meet the 

needs of newly arrived 

immigrant and refugee 

children who do not have 

clothing appropriate for 

our winter weather.  

Throughout the month of 

November we will be hold-

ing a warm clothing drive. 

You can help by contrib-

uting coats and jackets, 

new or gently used and 

clean, as well as hats, 

scarves, and gloves. The 

students range in age 

from 5 to 20, so sizes 

youth small to adult large 

are all welcome.  

Donations should be 

placed in the bin in the 

narthex. Please bring your 

donations to church any-

time during the month of 

November, but remember 

that students are already 

arriving and so is the cold-

er weather!  

In addition, the school sys-

tem would welcome Tar-

get gift cards, which they 

will use to purchase other 

items students might need 

such as boots, socks, and 

uniforms.  

Our gift card guru, Carol 

Thomas, has Target cards 

available for you to pur-

Warm Clothing Drive 


