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Letter from the Rector  

Ephesians 2:4, 6-7 

This passage from 

Paul’s letter to the 

Ephesians is the basis 

for my favorite line 

from the ordination ser-

vice, when the bishop 

tells the priest-to-be, 

“In all that you do, you 

are to nourish Christ’s 

people from the riches 

of his grace.” 

I was thinking about 

“But God, who is rich in 

mercy, out of the great 

love with which he loved 

us and raised us up 

with him, seated us 

with him in the heaven-

ly places in Christ Je-

sus, so that in the ages 

to come he might show 

the immeasurable rich-

es of his grace in kind-

ness towards us in 

Christ Jesus.”  

this call to nourish 

Christ’s people, drawing 

on the abundant grace 

of God, and reflecting on 

how it is really a call to 

every single one of us.  

As baptized Christians, 

each of us is called to do 

this work of nourish-

ment, to bear one an-

other’s burdens, to share 

the good news of God’s 

     (continued on page 2) 

Gospel of Mark Performance — Friday May 15th, 7:00 pm 

stories rather than as 

words on the page.   

Here is some info about 

Tracy:  “Tracy is a dy-

namic, energetic, inter-

nationally-acclaimed 

storyteller, educator, 

and retreat facilitator. 

Since 1991 she has 

traveled all over the 

United States, as well 

as to several foreign 

countries, bringing her 

special brand of humor, 

insight, and faith to 

audiences of all ages 

through the power of 

St. George’s is very 

pleased to be able to of-

fer a wonderful night 

with biblical Storyteller 

Tracy Radosevic as she 

performs the Gospel of 

Mark.  The performance 

begins at 7pm  on Fri-

day, May 15 and will be 

followed at approxi-

mately 9:30 with a re-

ception in Miller Hall.    

Come and see the gospel 

come to life.  Come and 

see and hear the scrip-

tures embodied as they 

were originally told, as 

narrative.  

The vast majority of her 

work comes through 

churches and religious 

organizations. Working 

across denominational 

lines, Tracy puts to good 

use the extensive train-

ing she received while 

working as a Director of 

Christian Education at 

First United Methodist 

Church in Cherryville, 

NC, as an adjunct pro-

fessor at East Tennessee 

State University, as  

     (continued on page 7) 
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love in our words and in 

our actions. 

This month in particular 

there are a number of 

ways to do this here with-

in the St. George’s com-

munity.  The one that I 

am especially excited 

about is having Tracy Ra-

dosevic, biblical storytell-

er, here on May 15 to per-

form the gospel of Mark.   

Seeing, hearing, and ex-

periencing the Word like 

this can transform one’s 

relationship with the 

scriptures, and make 

them much more of a liv-

ing and breathing entity.  

So I hope to see you at 

7pm on Friday, May 15. 

Within the newsletter 

this month, you will see 

the fruits of our labors in 

supporting Gaywood Ele-

mentary School over this 

past year; hear of ways to 

continue to support our 

outreach through the Rec-

tor’s Discretionary Fund, 

and read about the up-

coming youth mission 

trip.  You will notice that 

on May 16, four members 

of St. George’s will pro-

claim their adult faith as 

they are confirmed at the 

National Cathedral.  

In short, you will notice 

even just from reading 

the Wider Circle how St. 

George’s continues to of-

fer a variety of opportuni-

ties for us to nourish each 

other and those within 

our greater community, 

with the riches of Christ’s 

grace and God’s deep and 

abiding love. 

Seeing the richness of our 

life together makes me 

daily grateful for being a 

part of this community, 

and I invite you to join me 

in offering a prayer of 

thanks to God. 

Blessings, 

Connie+ 

A Note from the Finance Committee 

during announcements, 

or see a note in the bulle-

tin.  

If you are interested in 

learning more, speak to 

Connie+! If you would 

like to make a donation, 

put a check in the plate 

and mark “Rector’s Disc 

Fund” in the memo sec-

tion.  

This fund is a wonderful 

example of St. George’s 

outreach to our local com-

munity. Jesus asks us to 

help those in need, and 

this is a part of our over-

all work to live into 

Christ’s mission for us.  

food cards for Giant, or 

payment of utility bills, or 

some small contribution 

towards housing costs.  

Great care is taken to 

speak with people seeking 

help, to assess their situa-

tion and their need. And 

this is not typically for 

ongoing assistance, it’s 

more for immediate short-

term needs.  

How is this funded? Most 

of it is from specific dona-

tions made by individu-

als. The parish budget 

provides $1,000. If the 

funds run low, you may 

hear Connie mention it 

Did you know… that St. 

George’s has something 

called a Rector’s Discre-

tionary Fund?  

We do, and it is in many 

ways exactly what it 

sounds like  a way for 

Connie to have some dis-

cretionary funds to use for 

worthy purposes.  

What is considered a wor-

thy purpose? It is general-

ly limited to outreach 

items, and giving a help-

ing hand to people in 

need. These people might 

be from our congregation 

or from the local area. Ex-

amples of this might be 
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St. George’s’ “Open Door”: Working to Keep Our Church 
Family Welcoming and Vibrant 

have been attending St. 

George’s feel fully wel-

come. Connie+, Joan Mar-

ionni, Tasha Tobias, and I 

met April 23 for an initial 

committee meeting. Luel-

la Tabor has also ex-

pressed an interest in 

joining us. We would love 

to have more members 

join us. If you are inter-

ested, please feel free to 

speak with any of us on 

the committee. You may 

also email me at 

bbrymph@verizon.net. 

In our kickoff meeting we 

committed to: 

New Member Brunch 

St. George’s first new 

member brunch of 2015 

will be held Sunday, 

May31, after 10:00 wor-

ship and post-worship 

hospitality. We are as-

sembling a list of individ-

uals who have recently 

become active in our 

church and have not yet 

participated in a brunch 

so we can invite each of 

them personally to join us 

for food, fellowship, and 

general discussion about 

St. George’s.  

If you are new to the 

church and have not at-

tended one of these 

brunches, please feel free 

to contact me or Connie+ 

so we can make sure you 

are on the invitation list. 

 

   (continued on page 5) 

together to make sure 

that anyone who walks          

through our doors feels 

welcome here. To do this, 

the Vestry established a 

new focus for church min-

istries, which we have 

dubbed “Open Door.”  

Within this focus the Ves-

try has consolidated new 

member welcome, Sunday 

morning greeters, and 

church communication 

activities (such as the 

new church website, the 

monthly newsletter, and 

our church Facebook 

page). I volunteered to be 

the Vestry liaison for this 

focus area. In the weeks 

since the Vestry Retreat, 

I have begun working 

with different people on 

the various components of 

our “Open Door.”  

In the following para-

graphs, I’d like to high-

light some exciting ideas 

we have for the coming 

weeks related to new 

member welcome and to 

Sunday morning greeters 

— and what you can do to 

help us with these! (More 

on communications-

related updates in a fu-

ture Wider Circle.) 

New Member Welcome: 

We are reviving our new 

member committee (now 

dubbed the Open Door 

Committee) to plan activi-

ties for making sure the 

many new people who 

Are you one of the many 

individuals who have be-

gun attending St. George’s 

in the last several months? 

If so, welcome! We’re ex-

cited to have you here. 

Perhaps you are wonder-

ing how you can learn 

more about our church 

community and become 

part of our active, vibrant 

life together. 

Are you one of the many 

others who have been part 

of St. George’s for a few 

years or even multiple dec-

ades? If so, you’ve un-

doubtedly noticed how 

many new faces we have 

joining us for our worship 

services, for our Bible 

study and Sunday School 

classes, and for our social 

activities. You may also 

be wondering what you 

can do to help make all 

our new St. Georgians feel 

truly welcome and part of 

our church family. 

Whether recent or more 

long-term in your partici-

pation at St. George’s, the 

Vestry is looking for ways 

to make sure that you feel 

truly welcome here and 

know that you are valued 

as a participating member 

of St. George’s.  

To help with this goal, the 

St. George’s Vestry devot-

ed a portion of our retreat 

in March to considering 

how all of us at St. 

George’s can work  

There will be a new 

member brunch on 

May 31 after 

service and 

hospitality. If you 

are a new member 

let us know so we 

can make sure you 

receive an 

invitation! 
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The Way of Forgiveness:  Summer Program on Tuesday 
Nights Starting June 9 

giveness;  

6. Forgiving Others;  

7. Seeking Reconciliation;  

8. Becoming the Beloved 

community.   

There will be a sign up 

sheet up in the hallway at 

St. George’s, so please 

sign up to let us know of 

your interest in partici-

pating. 

through August 4, begin-

ning at 7:00 pm and end-

ing at approximately 

8:45. The topics for each 

week are: 

1. Living in God’s bless-

ing;  

2. Releasing Shame and 

Guilt;  

3. Facing Our Anger;  

4. Transforming Anger;  

5. Receiving God’s for-

This summer we will con-

tinue our practice of offer-

ing a spiritually themed 

program at St. George’s; 

this year the theme is for-

giveness.  The materials 

we will be using are called 

The Way of Forgiveness. 

Nancy Maestri, friend of 

St. George’s, will lead the 

program on Tuesday 

nights from June 9 

St. George’s Youth Mission Trip this July—You Can Help! 

hotdogs from the grill.  

They young people 

will be running both 

and all proceeds go 

towards the trip. 

3. Participate in a 

Chipotle night, where 

a percentage of the 

proceeds go towards 

the youth.   

4. Other fundraising op-

portunities as they 

are presented – in 

short, we hope you 

will invent in this ex-

perience for our young 

people. 

Dates for the  Chipotle 

night and the dinner will 

be announced shortly. 

Look for announcements 

in the bulletin and those 

made by the teens at ser-

vices on Sunday.  Thank 

you in advance for your 

support! 

ty for our young people.  

If you would like to sup-

port the youth as they 

raise money for the trip, 

there are some things you 

can do: 

1. Buy tickets for the 

dinner the youth will 

give when they get 

back.  They will cook 

and serve dinner and 

show pictures and tell 

stories from their trip.  

Tickets will be on sale 

starting Sunday, May 

3 and all proceeds will 

go towards the trip.  

The suggested ticket 

donation is $15 but 

any amount is wel-

come and appreciated, 

so give what you can. 

2. Come to the May 9 

yard sale and buy 

baked goods from the 

bake table and/or 

St. George’s young people 

are excited to announce 

that July 12-17 this sum-

mer they will be taking a 

service trip to Queens, 

New York.  (This is a 

change from the original 

destination of WV).  Up to 

six young people and two 

adult chaperones will be 

heading to the Jamaica 

neighborhood of Queens 

to work with elderly and 

children, participate in 

soup kitchen and food 

pantry ministry, and oth-

erwise go where they are 

needed.   

The program is called 

YouthWorks and they 

have long term relation-

ships with service organi-

zations in the neighbor-

hood, so they will assign 

our group to our minis-

tries while we are there.  

This is a great opportuni-

This year the youth 

of our church will 

go to Queens, New 

York, to support 

YouthWorks with 

community 

projects.  
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“Open Door” (continued) 

— that one of the things 

St. Georgians do really 

well is make everyone feel 

welcome. We need to re-

member an important 

fact, however: as our 

church family continues 

to get larger, it will be-

come ever more im-

portant and more chal-

lenging to make newcom-

ers feel fully welcome and 

wanted here. I know we 

are up to the challenge.  

If you are interested in 

joining us on the Open 

Door Committee or in 

serving as an additional 

greeter, please do not hes-

itate to contact any of the 

committee members men-

tioned in this article. We 

will be happy to chat with 

you and involve you in 

our future planning and 

activities. 

- Bradley Rymph 

duced last year.  

Sunday Greeters: 

When someone steps           

through our doors on a 

Sunday morning, the first 

smiling face they usually 

see is one of our greeters. 

This makes these volun-

teers some of the most 

important people in our 

Open Door ministry, mak-

ing sure everyone feels 

welcome and wanted.  

We already have a core 

group of people (Tim Dan-

gel, Henry Brand, Allison 

Ryan, and Lee Rowe) who 

volunteer to serve as 

greeters one Sunday a 

month before our 10:00 

a.m. service, but we can 

always use more people to 

help with this ministry by 

serving as greeter on “5th 

Sundays” or as backups 

when another greeter is 

unable to serve.   

New volunteers are criti-

cal. We plan to supple-

ment the regular greeters 

with a someone to focus 

on new attendees. And as 

our worship attendance 

continues to increase we 

may soon need an addi-

tional regular greeter. 

(Such a wonderful prob-

lem to have!)  

In the eight years Jose 

and I have been at St. 

George’s, we have often 

said — and have heard 

several others say as well 

(continued from page 2) 

Post-Brunch Follow-Ups  

Participants in previous 

brunches have expressed 

some interest in addition-

al gatherings for more 

focused discussions of spe-

cific questions about St. 

George’s and the Episco-

pal Church. In our upcom-

ing meetings, the Open 

Door Committee will be 

discussing options and 

strategies for this. 

Sunday-Morning New-

Attendee Welcoming   

Our Sunday morning 

greeters do a fantastic job. 

However, as our worship 

attendance has continued 

to grow, our greeters can 

be so busy making sure 

everyone gets a “Hello” 

and a bulletin that they 

simply do not have time to 

pay specific attention to 

new people who are join-

ing us.  

The Open Door Commit-

tee plans to start supple-

menting our regular 

greeters with greeters 

who specifically focus on 

new people walking 

through our doors — mak-

ing sure they get person-

alized welcomes, inviting 

them to sign our visitor’s 

register, and giving them 

each a bag with infor-

mation about St. George’s 

and one of the new, color-

ful St. George’s 

 mugs that were intro-

We need Sunday 

greeters to 

supplement our 

regular Sunday 

welcome and to 

focus on new 

members. Please 

consider 

volunteering. 
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Lenten Outreach 2014—Final Report 

class. We also purchased 

two sets of graphic novels 

(ancient myths, disasters 

in history) and a felt-

board story collection that 

will engage the students. 

Other items include mi-

crophones for the media 

center area of the library, 

so that students can 

broadcast the morning 

announcements, and a 

supply of headphones so 

that students can listen 

to audio books without 

disturbing others. 

St George’s was able to 

purchase and donate   

approximately $2,000 

worth of supplies and 

equipment that will help 

the educators at Gaywood 

to serve the students. 

Thank you to everyone 

who participated either in 

the painting phase, or 

through donations! 

space feel more child-

friendly than the previous 

institutional colors. 

However, what you prob-

ably didn’t realize was 

that the project didn’t end 

there. Thanks to the gen-

erosity of St George’s pa-

rishioners, and working 

with the librarian at Gay-

wood, we were able to do-

nate a number of items 

that will enable the li-

brarian to better serve 

the students and will im-

prove the students’ li-

brary experience.  

In the 21st century, all 

libraries use technology. 

We purchased a 120” 

ceiling-mounted pull-

down projector screen, 

short-throw projector, 

USB camera, and 

speakers, all of which 

will make it easier for 

the librarian to share 

stories with an entire 

For a number of years St 

George’s has supported 

Gaywood Elementary 

School through donations 

of school supplies. So 

when it was time to select 

a Lenten Outreach project 

in 2014, Gaywood was a 

logical choice.  

Specifically, our goal was 

to improve the library at 

Gaywood. Many of you are 

aware that last summer a 

group of St George’s pa-

rishioners spent many 

hours repainting the li-

brary in bright shades of 

turquoise, green, and or-

ange. The results were 

spectacular and made the 
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The Gospel of Mark 

may have been 

written as a 

drama. Hear it live 

on May 15 from an 

acclaimed 

storyteller.  

Sunday School Dates in May and June 

the classrooms down-

stairs and all are invited 

to participate. 

Classes are held for ages 

4 through high school.  

We meet at 9:00 am in 

Sunday School meets:  

May 3, 17, and 31 

June 7 and 14  

Gospel of Mark (cont.) 

Put Friday, May 15th on 

your calendar and plan to 

attend a wonderful even-

ing.  Invite friends and 

family.   

The performance is being 

funded/underwritten so 

that we are able to offer it 

free of charge, making it 

accessible for everyone.  

Come and see – and be 

prepared to be awed! 

Storytellers. She now the 

Dean of the Academy for 

Biblical Storytellers. 

This is an experience you 

do not want to miss. Mark 

is the shortest gospel and 

some scholars believe was 

originally written as a 

drama, meant to be acted 

out.  Seeing the gospel 

performed will change 

how you hear Mark.   

(continued from page 1)

Artist-in-Resident at Mt. 

Vernon Place United 

Methodist Church in Bal-

timore, MD, as well as 

from her extensive educa-

tion.  

Tracy hails from Canton, 

Ohio but currently lives in 

Baltimore, MD. She is a 

member of the National 

Storytelling Network and 

the Network of Biblical 

The Gaywood library has a whole new 

look, thanks to the hard work and gener-

ous support of St. George’s parishioners. 
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Nepal: How to Help 

www.episcopalrelief.org/

NepalRelief 

Doctors Without Borders 

is providing critical medi-

al assistance to residents 

both in the capital and in 

more remote villages. 

They have a blog on their 

website that provides dai-

ly updates on their activi-

ties. 

www.doctorswithoutborde

rs.org/country-region/

nepal 

There are many organiza-

tions providing funding, 

services, and assistance 

in response to this crisis. 

You can find a full list at 

www.interaction.org. 

worst natural disaster to 

ever strike the country.  

With many isolated, rural 

villages completely devas-

tated, Nepal is in dire 

need of aid.  Please con-

sider supporting one of 

the many excellent organ-

izations that are working 

to provide emergency aid 

and rebuild the country. 

The Episcopal Relief 

Fund will work to meet 

immediate needs—

including food and clean 

water, and search and 

rescue assistance. In the 

future funds will be used 

to support partners in 

Nepal and across the re-

gion as they rebuild. 

On Saturday, April 25 a 

7.8 magnitude earthquake 

rocked the country of Ne-

pal. The quake has been 

called “a disaster on an 

unprecedented scale,” and 

is anticipated to prove the 

Confirmation at 

the National 

Cathedral is an 

inspirational 

experience—come 

support our 

confirmands and 

participate in 

worship in this 

historic space. 

Confirmation—Saturday, May 16th at the Washington National 
Cathedral  

and learning.   

Everyone is invited en-

couraged to attend the 

service in support of 

Sandy, Tasha, Leslie and 

Jay.  

Rayford, Jay Tobias, and 

Tasha Tobias have been 

preparing for several 

months now, and the ser-

vice at the Cathedral on 

the 16h will be the culmi-

nation of all of their work 

On May 16 at 10:00am 

four members of St. 

George’s family will be 

confirmed in the Episco-

pal Church.  

Leslie Browne, Sandy 

Bishop Mariann’s Visitation—Sunday, June 7 

she will be here for spe-

cial hospitality following 

the 10:00 service.  Please 

mark the date and plan to 

be here so our bishop gets 

the best possible experi-

ence of our community! 

when the bishop has visit-

ed, this time we will wel-

come Bishop Mariann to 

our normal 8 and 10 wor-

ship services.  We hope 

she will lead the 9:00 am 

adult education time, and 

We are very pleased and 

excited that our bishop, 

the Rt. Rev. Mariann Ed-

gar Budde, will be with us 

on Sunday, June 7.  

Though in the past we 

have held one 9:00 service 
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Adult Education Class on Religions around the World 
Continues in May 

Islam, and Judaism as 

well as a few Ancient Re-

ligions and Traditional 

Religions which may offer 

a few surprising insights.  

Join us as we discover the 

similarities in the many 

paths to enlightenment. 

Even if you cannot make 

every session, come and 

sit in when you can.  

our 9:00 hour Sunday 

Adult Education Class.  

The class will be held 

through May 24 as  we 

will learn about several 

prominent religions. We 

will focus on the origin, 

beliefs, and practices of 

Hinduism, Jainism, Sikh-

ism, Buddhism, Shinto, 

Confucianism, Daoism, 

Did you know that one of 

the most important liter-

ary works in Hinduism is 

a 200,000 line poem? Did 

you know that Sikhism 

was founded by one per-

son’s simple desire to get 

close to God and to do 

God’s will? Come and fur-

ther explore these facts 

and many others during 

Prayer Shawl Ministry at St. George’s  

person can say.  So, our 

movement in church 

reaches out to those we 

cannot even see. To date, 

of our Prayer Shawls 

have reached as far as the 

Philippines, New York 

and here at home.  

We aim for at least two 

annual “cover the altar” 

shawl blessings. The next 

one is May 10, Mother’s 

Day. If you know how to 

either crochet, knit, sew 

or quilt all forms of 

thread work are accepted 

as prayer shawls.     

There is no required 

shape or form.  Triangles, 

circles, squares or long 

wide stoles, yarn or fabric 

are all acceptable.  Pray-

ers and good wishes and 

good environments are 

required.  If you feel lead 

to make a prayer shawl 

then do so and bring it in 

to lay at the altar for its 

blessing. 

- Helen Rowe 

and give thanks to our 

God for the blessings that 

each and every one brings 

to our community 

through are various be-

liefs and cultures.  We are 

truly blessed here at St. 

George and to this we 

must give thanks. 

Prayer Shawls are given 

to those who are sick, 

dealing with many 

angsts, caring for others 

who are sick and possibly 

dying, and sometimes in 

the midst of all this tur-

moil, people just cannot 

come to church.  With my 

knitting I bring some 

church to them. The 

shawls become a form of 

prayer made tangible; 

something real to hold 

onto when the “real” of 

prayer is so hard to reach 

when you are in trouble.   

Sometimes just reaching 

out to wrap yourself in 

something real ends up 

being the only prayer a 

St. George’s has an active 

prayer shawl ministry. 

You will notice there are a 

few of us who knit prayer 

shawls during worship.  

I believe that we are all 

connected, to each other 

and to our environ-

ment.  Our movement in 

church—our singing, 

standing, and walking 

around—all affect each 

other.  The words we hear 

and say affect us.  When 

one hurts then we all 

hurt.  There is good in our 

worship and this good and 

this connectedness is all 

going into the knitting 

that comes off of the nee-

dles I hold.   

What I love most is 

watching and listening to 

Connie+ while my hands 

are moving.  I also love 

watching everyone going 

up to join at the table. 

There are so many vari-

ous peoples here within 

our church family.  I see 



7010 Glenn Dale Rd. 

Glenn Dale, Md 20769 

St  George ’s Ep iscopa l  Church,  Glenn Da le  Par ish   

Phone: 301 262 3285 

Fax: 301 262 0666 

https://stgeoweb.wordpress.com 

 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

A sign up sheet is posted 

in the narthex.  

If you have questions 

please contact Gene Fer-

rick, gene@umd.edu/ 443-

812-6846; Mary 

Koster, maryflairdc@ 

yahoo.com/202-251-8894; 

or Carol Thomas, carol 

androse@verizon.net.  

St. George’s yard sale has 

been rescheduled—that 

means an extra week to 

clean out your closets! 

Bring your items to Miller 

Hall from Tuesday May 5 

through Friday May 8, 7-

9pm.   

You can also volunteer by: 

 Help organize the 

“stuff”  

 Bake goodies. Your 

delicious baked goods 

should be individually 

wrapped and brought 

on Friday or Satur-

day.   

 Donate food for the 

sale. Wee need 

hotdogs, burgers (meat 

and veggie), buns, so-

da, and water.  

 Help staff the sale  on 

Saturday. 

 Come and shop—and 

promote the sale by 

posting flyers or invit-

ing friends. 

 Come at 1pm on Sat-

urday (at the end of 

the sale) as we must 

pack and per-

haps haul the 

extra stuff to a 

donation center.   

 We may need 

trucks to 

transport goods 

on Saturday; 

stay tuned. 

St. George’s Yard Sale—Saturday May 9, 8am-1pm 

The yard sale will 

be held May 9. 

Please come and 

support this 

annual fundraiser. 


