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Letter from the Rector  

of St. George’s will be 

confirmed this year!). 

As I reflect on life at St. 

George’s this Easter-

tide, I am struck by the 

power of a low-key yet 

important ministry at 

our parish: the prayer 

shawl ministry.   

Members of St. 

George’s volunteer to 

knit or crochet prayer 

shawls to be given to 

members of the congre-

gation who might need 

one, or sometimes pa-

Dear Friends, 

This May we celebrate 

Eastertide and hear the 

stories of Jesus appear-

ing to his disciples after 

the resurrection, as well 

as prepare as the disci-

ples did for the gift of 

the Holy Spirit that Je-

sus leaves with them 

and with us.   

At St. George’s, we look 

forward to annual May 

events like Confirma-

tion at the National Ca-

thedral (seven members 

rishioners will ask for 

one for a friend or fami-

ly member in need.  

The idea is that those 

who create the shawls 

pray while they are 

knitting/crocheting 

them, and then they are 

blessed by the rector 

and parish at a  Sunday 

service.  

Prayer shawls are given 

for such life events as a 

death or illness, for the 

dying or sick person or 

     (continued on page 2) 

May Dates: 

 4, 5, 6; The Story 

 4, 18; Sunday School 

 10; Yard Sale 

 11, 12, 13; The Story 

 17; Confirmation 

 18, 19, 20; The Story 

 25, 26, 27; The Story 

 

 Coming up: 

June 8; Pentecost, Last 

Sunday School, Inter-

national Potluck  

October 18; Fall Party 

St. George’s Yard Sale Saturday, May 10; 8am-1pm 

the stuff or bake good-

ies or post flyers or help 

on the day of the yard 

sale.  A sign up sheet 

will be posted in the 

narthex. Your delicious 

baked goods should be 

individually wrapped 

and brought on Fri-

day or Saturday.   

BIG HELP will be 

needed at 1pm on Sat-

urday at the end of the 

sale as we must pack 

and perhaps haul the 

Make room for new 

shoes and clothes! Make 

room for your car! How? 

Empty your closets, 

basement, and garage of 

the extra stuff that 

might fetch a little mon-

ey for St. George's.  

Bring the items to Mil-

ler Hall from Tues-

day May 6 through Fri-

day May 9, 7-9pm.   

We are looking for vol-

unteers to help organize 

extra stuff to a donation 

center.  We may get a 

donation center to help, 

so if we need trailers or 

vans it will be an-

nounced. 

If you have any ques-

tions, contact Gene "I¹ll 

empty my garage"    Fer-

rick at gene@ umd.edu 

or 443-812-6846 or Mary 

"I refinish yard sale fur-

niture" Koster at mary 

flairdc@yahoo.com or 

202-251-8894. 
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Alternate  

says, “The prayer shawl 

helped me to pray, stay 

calm and relaxed, and to 

trust that God would take 

care of me during my sur-

gery... I want to thank all 

of the artists who create 

the prayer shawls.  Even 

though you may not real-

ize it, the prayer shawls 

you create can make a 

huge difference in peo-

ple’s lives.  It certainly 

did in my case.” 

Blessings, 

Connie+ 

(continued from page 1) 

for a family member; for 

those who are going 

through difficult life tran-

sitions; for those who 

need to feel the comfort of 

God’s presence and the 

care of the church com-

munity. 

I have had occasion re-

cently to give prayer 

shawls to several parish-

ioners who have had sud-

den deaths in their fami-

lies.  Those who have re-

ceived this tangible sign 

of God’s love and care and 

the symbol of a church 

community of prayer and 

support have shared that 

they are incredibly grate-

ful and touched by this 

gift.   

Many thanks to those 

who create the shawls; 

please know how valued 

your contribution is to the 

life and spiritual well-

being of St. George’s. 

In closing, I share the 

gratitude of one recipient 

of a prayer shawl, who 

I am one of the more sen-

ior members of St. 

George’s, but one of its 

newest ones.  After 30 

years as a Lutheran and 

20 years not going to 

church, I have been at-

tending St. George’s for 3 

years.   

In January I was elected 

to the vestry.  This means 

that I am a vestry mem-

ber with many years of 

life’s experiences, but a 

very new member of the 

church’s governing body.  

At the time I thought, I 

have a lot to learn! 

Couple this with the fact 

that I have been an edu-

cator for almost 50 years, 

and one of the most im-

portant tenets during 

these years was life-long-

learning.  This as an 

awareness that students 

are never finished learn-

ing and we, as teachers, 

enable them to continue  

       (continued on page 3) 

Vestry Reflection 

The Story Part 6:  What’s Next for the New Church 

6; 10; 12-13; 15-16; Gala-

tians 1; 3; 5-6; 1 Thessalo-

nians 1-5 

May 18, 19, 20, Paul’s 

Final Days:  Acts 20-23; 

27-28; Ephesians 1-6; 2 

Timothy 1-4 

May 25, 26, 27, The End 

of Time:  Revelation 1-5; 

19-22 

Bible Study meets Sun-

days at 9:00 am and Mon-

days and Tuesdays at 

7:00 pm. 

May 4, 5, 6, New Begin-

nings: Acts 1-10; 12 

May 11, 12, 13, Paul’s 

Mission:  Acts 13-14; 16-

20; Romans 1, 3-6; 8; 12; 

15; 1 Corinthians 1; 3; 5-

The last part of the year-

long Bible Study The Sto-

ry begins this May.  Any-

one who would like to par-

ticipate is welcome; if you 

are interested in the Acts 

of the Apostles and how 

the Christian church was 

established, come and sit 

in.   



(continued from page 2) 

learning after they leave 

their formal education. 

As a life-long-learner, I 

have learned so much in 

the past four months.  In 

addition to serving on the 

vestry, I also began con-

firmation class.  I was 

confirmed a Lutheran at 

age 13 but wanted to ex-

plore the tenets of the 

Episcopal Church – I was 

especially intrigued by 

the foundations of the 

church: the scriptures, 

tradition, and reason.   

The Book of Common 

Prayer was a revelation 

to me.  All Episcopalians 

worship in the same way, 

but our beliefs and under-

standings can differ. 

So, I have been on a jour-

ney re-examining my past 

understandings and be-

thy destroyed the destruc-

tiveness of the wicked 

witch, allowing in Doro-

thy and her friends to re-

ceive their wishes.  I don’t 

know if this was L. Frank 

Baum’s intention, but I 

interpreted it as such. 

I was telling my son, An-

drew, about this and he 

quoted one of his profes-

sors from Gettysburg Col-

lege.  “Dad, that is a 

‘blinding flash of the obvi-

ous’!”  One of the things I 

treasure as a father is 

learning from my son. 

I’m looking forward in my 

years as a member of the 

community and the vestry 

at St. George’s to remain-

ing a young learner, 

and to always being 

open to the blinding 

flash of the obvious.  

- Tim Dangel 

liefs about the Bible and 

being a member of this 

community of faith.  I 

have learned to be more 

open to the examples of 

Jesus’ life and teaching 

and the presence of God 

and the Holy Spirit in my 

everyday life. 

So, a few weeks ago I was 

reading the Wizard of Oz 

to my 4-year old twin 

granddaughters.  They 

wanted me to read two 

parts of the story over 

and over – the house fall-

ing on the Wicked Witch 

of the East and Dorothy 

tossing a pail of water on 

the Wicked Witch of the 

West.   

I don’t know how many 

times I reread these pas-

sages, but suddenly I 

thought, this is a bap-

tism!  Using water, Doro-
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At St. George’s we 

offer plenty of 

opportunities for 

life-long learning, 

from Sunday 

School to Bible 

Study to 

Confirmation. 

Come and learn 

with us! 

Vestry Reflection (cont.) 

On Saturday, May 17th  

at 10:00 am, seven mem-

bers of our St. George’s 

family will be confirmed 

in the Episcopal Church.  

Bev Brown, Andrew Dan-

gel, Tim Dangel, Mark 

Fehling, Terry Lawlah, 

Joey Hoke, and Norman 

Williams have been stud-

ying with Connie+ for 

several months now, and 

the service at the Cathe-

dral on the 17th will be 

the culmination of all of 

their work and learning.   

Everyone is invited and 

encouraged to attend this 

service in support of all of 

our confirmands. 

Confirmation Saturday, May 17, at the Washington National 

Cathedral 

Sunday School Finishing Strong in May and June 

of another great year of 

Sunday School at on the 

8th of June.  

May 4, May 18, June 1, 

and June 8.   

We will celebrate the end 

The next (and last) dates 

for Sunday School for the 

2013-2014 school year are 
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 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

Gaywood Elementary School Library Project Update 

to look at the library, 

speak with the principal, 

and create a plan for how 

to move forward with the 

project.  As you can see 

from the pictures, there is 

plenty to do! 

The team will be updating 

the parish as work is 

done; meanwhile, thank 

you for your ongoing sup-

port.  

If you have not yet turned 

in your Lenten offering 

envelope or bank, it is not 

too late.  Please bring it to 

church as soon as you can 

so we have the best possi-

ble handle on how much 

money we have for this 

project. 

For our 

Lenten 

Outreach 

this year 

we have 

raised 

money to 

help up-

date and 

make 

over the 

library at Gaywood Ele-

mentary School.   

Gaywood serves pre-K 

through 5th graders and 

is located about two miles 

from St. George’s, off 97th 

Street in Lanham.   

This Lent, a team of six 

parishioners from St. 

George’s went to Gaywood 


