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Holy Week 2015 

Palm Sunday  - 8 and 10 am Sunday, March 29 

The 8:00 service will be a Prayer Book service, with Blessing of Palms and Ho-

ly Eucharist; at 10:00 we will bless the palms, process, sing and celebrate!  

There will be special music, special telling of the Passion story, and a dramatic 

and powerful celebration of this doorway into Holy Week. 

Tenebrae - 7:00 pm Wednesday, April 1 

This is a prayer service in the Chapel, featuring readings from the psalms and 

the book of Lamentations.  Candles are extinguished during the service, sym-

bolically marking getting closer to Jesus’ death, until we are left in darkness 

and leave in silence.  

Maundy Thursday dinner and service – 7:00 pm Thursday, April 2 

The Maundy Thursday service with dinner is held in the sanctuary. We eat, 

sharing Holy Communion, and follow Jesus’ example and new commandment 

with foot washing.  Next comes the stripping of the altar, the procession to the 

chapel, and the start of the Maundy Thursday Watch. 

Maundy Thursday Watch 

“Could you not watch with me one hour?”  This is Jesus’ question to the disci-

ples, when he goes off to pray in the Garden before his arrest.  You are invited 

to sign up for an hour to come and watch and pray, in the Chapel during the 

night of Maundy Thursday between 10 pm and 7 am. 

Good Friday - 12 noon and 7:30 pm April 3 

The Good Friday service features the reading the Passion according to John as 

we celebrate the solemn liturgy and are witnesses to Jesus’ crucifixion. The 

7:30 p.m. service also features the reading of the Passion from John inter-

spersed with poetry and music. The reserved sacrament is consumed at this 

service.   

The Eggstravaganza and Preparing the Space –  starting at 9 am Sat-

urday, April 4 

Holy Saturday is a day of preparation, and we observe this day in two im-

portant ways.  One is by preparing the space and decorating the church for 

Easter – putting the chairs in place, setting the altar, getting the flowers  

                                                                                               (continued on page 4) 

March Dates: 

 1, 8, 15, 22; Adult Edu-

cation 

 1, 15, 29; Sunday 

School  

 2, 9, 16, 23; Way of 

Prayer 

 3, 17; Book Club 

 14-15; Parish Retreat 

 29; Palm Sunday 

April Dates: 

 1; Tenebrae 

 2; Maundy Thursday 

 3; Good Friday 

 4; Eggstravaganza and 

Vigil of Easter 

 5; Easter Sunday 
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Dear Friends, 

The daily reading for the 

first Monday in Lent is a 

passage from Leviticus in 

which we find this verse:  

You shall be holy, for I the 

Lord your God am holy. It 

brought to mind for me a 

passage from the gospel of 

Matthew, as part of Jesus’ 

teaching the Sermon on 

the Mount in which Jesus 

tells us,  Be perfect, there-

fore, as God is perfect.  

And I have to tell you:  

this is the stuff that as a 

priest makes me crazy.  If 

the standard is perfection, 

we have already failed.  If 

the standard is God’s lev-

el of holiness, how can we 

ever meet that?   

We can’t.  And I have to 

ask: is God, is Jesus (or at 

least the writers of the 

books of Leviticus and 

Matthew) setting us up 

for failure?  Are we 

doomed to never measure 

up, never feel good 

enough in the eyes of 

God?  Because I don’t be-

lieve that that is what 

God intends for us.  And 

scripture passages like 

this don’t do a good job 

communicating that. 

What then do we do with 

these verses and others 

like them?   In my read-

ing this morning on this 

passage from Leviticus, 

priest Richard Rohr spoke 

of this passage this way:  

Be whole as I am whole.  

It caught my attention 

immediately:  be whole 

as I am whole.   

Again, it put me in mind 

of Jesus’ words in Mat-

thew, and an error in 

translation that unfortu-

nately continues to this 

day.  That error is to ren-

der a word as “perfect” 

when what it really 

means is “compassionate.”  

So what Jesus really said 

was, be compassionate 

as God is compassion-

ate.   

I am reminded of Terry 

Doyle quoting his partner 

John after learning about 

Biblical criticism some 

years ago:  why didn’t an-

yone ever tell us this?  

This is a question well 

applied here as well – be-

cause this understanding 

changes everything. 

This Lent, I want us to 

give up striving to be per-

fect or to be holy.  They 

are not what God asks of 

us.  Instead, I hope that 

in this season of prepara-

tion, when we work on 

realigning ourselves with 

God and with our own 

selves – our values and 

our faith – that we will 

strive for wholeness and 

compassion.   

These are not exactly 

easy either, but they are 

certainly much more 

within our grasp than 

perfection and holiness.  

And, wholeness and com-

passion reflect who God 

is, and who Jesus is – and 

therefore who God and 

Jesus Christ call us to be.   

Practicing compassion 

means treating oneself 

and others whom one en-

counters in the course of 

our daily lives with the 

kindness, love and respect 

that Jesus would treat us 

with.  Practicing whole-

ness means reflecting on 

when you feel most whole, 

and when you don’t.   

The difficult thing is 

when those reflections 

show us that we are not 

in alignment with our-

selves or with God – but 

the good news is that we 

can change that.  That is 

what Lent is for, for hav-

ing these conversations 

and doing this work – all 

to be as whole-hearted as 

possible when we get to 

Holy Week and Easter, so 

that we can fully accom-

pany Jesus in his journey 

through death and resur-

rection. 

So let’s all give up striv-

ing for perfection and ho-

liness this Lent, and in-

stead work on wholeness 

and compassion.  It is, in 

fact, holy 

work. 

Blessings, 

Connie+ 
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St. George’s is in a 

very exciting 

place—one of 

financial security, 

growth, and 

change.  

Reflections on my first vestry meeting 

tain members. The Rector 

is more of a manager, 

supporting and providing 

guidance as needed.  

Of course these defini-

tions are not hard and 

fast, and we can all see 

parts of them here at St. 

George’s. We are going 

through changes, and 

making some transitions 

from Pastoral to Program. 

I see that in the new com-

mittees that have formed, 

like Finance and Pastoral 

Care. Lay leaders are  

becoming more involved, 

allowing Connie+ to 

spend less time on things 

that we can do, and more 

on things that a priest 

does best.  

For me as a new vestry 

member, this is all pretty 

exciting. Change doesn’t 

have to be scary, especial-

ly when it is well man-

aged. The parish survey 

we completed last year 

offers a good map of how 

we can continue to en-

hance our mission and 

ministries to ourselves 

and the outside world, 

while maintaining all 

that makes St. George’s a 

special place.   

- Dan Ryan 

mission and ministries.  

My other thoughts cen-

tered around learnings I 

had from the Church De-

velopment Institute (CDI)

a few years ago. CDI is an 

Episcopal group that 

helps churches grow and 

prosper. They loosely de-

fine churches by their size 

and how they interact 

with their Rector.  

The smallest size is called 

a Family church (less 

than 50 people), where 

everyone knows everyone, 

and those intimate rela-

tionships feed the parish. 

The next largest size is 

called Pastoral (50150 

people), and in these the 

Rector becomes central 

and leads the develop-

ment of activities, partici-

pates in everything, and 

is basically the glue that 

holds the church together.  

The next largest size is 

called Program (typically 

150350), and here not 

everyone knows everyone, 

and no one knows every-

thing that is going on. 

Lay leaders form commit-

tees, design and imple-

ment programs, and these 

programs attract and re-

A few days ago I attended 

my first Vestry meeting 

since being elected a few 

weeks ago. It was a good 

meeting, with some agen-

da items and a lot of just 

getting to know each oth-

er and helping us new-

comers get up to speed on 

how things work. Having 

served on a Vestry at an-

other church, it was inter-

esting to experience it at 

St. George’s, and here are 

a few of my thoughts.  

First, it is great for our 

church to be operating 

from a position of abun-

dance, not a position of 

need. I heard some stories 

about years ago here 

where they juggled the 

bills, deciding which ones 

could be postponed, since 

there wasn’t enough to 

pay all of them. I’ve expe-

rienced that before, and it 

is not fun. It adds a new 

level of stress for the Rec-

tor, Treasurer and 

Bookkeeper and Vestry.  

St. George’s isn’t awash in 

money, but we have 

enough to remove that 

tension about keeping the 

lights on. And once that is 

removed,  the Vestry can 

focus on furthering our 

Sunday School Dates in March 

the classrooms down-

stairs and all are invited 

to participate. 

through high school.  

We meet at 9:00 am in 

Sunday School meets 

March 1, March 15, and 

March 29 for ages 4 
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Holy Week (cont.) 

first Easter celebration 

following the service! 

 

Easter Sunday services 

– 8 and 10 am April 5 

The celebration of 

Christ’s resurrection will 

continue on Easter Sun-

day, with great joy that 

the powers of death have 

been defeated and that 

God’s love has once again 

emerged victorious.  

Come and celebrate in 

prayer, singing, and the 

joyful return of the kids’ 

instruments! 

invited to come and par-

ticipate beginning at 

10:00 am with lunch after 

all the eggs are dyed! 

The Great Vigil of  

Easter – 8:30 pm       

Saturday, April 4 

This is the single most 

sacred service of the en-

tire year.  We kindle the 

new fire, hear the story of 

our salvation history, re-

new our baptismal vows, 

and celebrate the first 

Eucharist of Easter, in a 

celebration of the resur-

rection.  Bring food to 

share for a reception and 

(continued 

from page 1)

together. 

Please come 

and lend a 

hand. 

The other 

way is by dec-

orating the 

eggs to be 

used in the 

Easter egg 

hunt on Sun-

day.  This is 

an intergen-

erational 

event, and all 

children and adults are 

Walking the Labyrinth 

tools. 

We are all invited to take 

advantage of the laby-

rinth walk while at the 

Clagett Center. More in-

formation on the laby-

rinth can be found at sev-

eral websites: 

www.sacredwalk.com and 

http://labyrinthsociety. 

org/about-labyrinths  

In the Middle Ages, walk-

ing a cathedral labyrinth 

was a substitute for going 

on a pilgrimage to Jerusa-

lem. A labyrinth is an an-

cient symbol which com-

bines the imagery of the 

circle and the spiral into a 

meandering but purpose-

ful path. Labyrinths have 

been used cross-culturally 

dating back 4,500 years 

as meditation and prayer 

The upcoming St. 

George’s retreat at the 

Clagett Center will pro-

vide us with a meditation 

opportunity to Walk the 

Labyrinth.  

At its most basic level, the 

labyrinth is a metaphor 

for the journey to the cen-

ter of your deepest self 

and back out into the 

world with a broadened 

understanding of who you 

are.  

The Clagett Center has an 

indoor labyrinth and are 

working to complete their 

outdoor labyrinth. We will 

have access to one if not 

both of them for our re-

treat weekend. 
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There are plenty of 

opportunities over 

the next few 

months to reflect, 

pray, and learn 

together at St. 

George’s. 

The Way of Prayer – It’s Not Too Late to Join! 

with Weeks 6-10, April 13

-May 11, with Praying 

with our Bodies, Scriptur-

al Prayer, Contemplative 

Prayer, Praying with and 

for Others, and Prayer 

and Social Transfor-

mation.  

The sign up sheet is on 

the bulletin board in the 

main hallway at St. 

George’s.  Come do some-

thing good for yourself 

this Lent and share re-

flections on prayer and 

practice with others at St. 

The participant’s book 

costs approximately $11, 

though participation does 

not depend on one’s abil-

ity to purchase the book – 

it will be provided for you 

if you ask. 

Topics covered the first 

five weeks  are How do 

you Pray, Images of God, 

Praying by Heart, Pray-

ing with Music, 

and  Praying by Gaze.  

After our Holy Week/

Easter break, we continue 

The Lenten (and beyond) 

program called The Way 

of Prayer will hold its sec-

ond session on Monday, 

March 2nd.  If you would 

like to participate, it is 

not too late!   

Connie+ will be leading 

this program which be-

gins on  February 23, and 

continues through May 

11, with a two week break 

over Holy Week and East-

er. The group meets Mon-

day nights from 7:00 – 

8:45 pm.   

Adult Education in Lent - A Smattering of Saints 

panions to John Donne to 

Oscar Romero.  And if you 

just said, “Who?” than 

you can come and find out 

more!  

See you in Miller Hall at 

9:00 am on Sunday. 

ognized as a saint, then 

spend three Sundays in 

March learning about a 

few of them.   

We will focus on saints in 

the calendar during Lent 

and learn about holy 

women and men as varied 

as Perpetua and her Com-

At the 9:00 hour from 

March 1-March 22 we will 

pick get to know some of 

the saints in the Episco-

pal Church.     

We will start with looking 

at how our church defines 

a saint, who decides and 

how one comes to be rec-

St. George’s Book Group ‘Explore, Converse and Question’ 

by A.J. Jacobs, which 

should be readily availa-

ble at your local library or 

bookstore or online. Pick 

up a copy, read it before 

we meet on the 17th, and 

come join the discussion.  

Please indicate your in-

terest on the sign-up 

sheet in the narthex so 

we'll know you are com-

ing.  

itual autobiographies and 

other narrative works 

that challenge us to ask 

questions and consider 

spiritual issues in new 

ways. The group will 

meet to discuss Pastrix on 

Tuesday, March 3 at 

10:00AM (rescheduled 

from Feb 17). 

Our next book is The 

Year of Living Biblically 

Enjoy interesting books 

and thought-provoking 

discussions? Then the 

new St. George's ECQ 

(Explore, converse and 

question) may be just 

your cup of tea.  

Join Connie and others 

for a monthly group that 

meets Tuesday mornings. 

We'll explore spirituality 

by reading memoirs, spir-



7010 Glenn Dale Rd. 

Glenn Dale, Md 20769 

St  George ’s  Ep iscopa l  Church,  Glenn Da le  Par ish   

Phone: 301 262 3285 

Fax: 301 262 0666 

http://www.stgeo.org 

 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

Offering Folders Available for St. George’s 2015 Lenten Outreach 

Committee has chosen Doctors 

Without Borders to receive our 

Lenten Offering for 2015. We be-

lieve they exemplify the words of 

Matthew 25- “Whatsoever you do 

for the least of my brothers and 

sisters, you do for me.”  

The folders are available to pick 

up on Sundays or any time you 

are at St. George’s.  The idea is to 

give fifty cents a day for the forty 

days of Lent, as a daily practice of 

reflecting less on ourselves and 

more on those of God’s family who 

are in need of our support. Small 

banks are available for children 

for those adults who would like to 

make this a family practice.  

Thank you for your participation 

this Lent. 

Every year during the season of 

Lent, St. George’s makes a special 

offering as part of the call in Lent 

to generosity on behalf of others.   

In 2014, our Lenten Offering went 

to Gaywood Elementary School to 

help refresh their library. This 

year, the Outreach Committee 

has chosen Doctors Without Bor-

ders to receive our Lenten Offer-

ing.  

Their work is directed toward ad-

dressing 4 areas. They work 

where there are ongoing violent 

conflicts and forced displacements 

of people such as South Sudan, 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, 

Afghanistan, Pakistan and Syria.  

They work to provide food where 

there are nutritional crises be-

tween harvests (resulting in hun-

ger and starvation) in countries 

such as Mali, Nigeria and the Su-

dan to name a few.  

They work to intervene where epi-

demics of diseases like cholera, 

measles, meningitis as well as 

Ebola occur.  

They provide help when natural 

disasters like earthquakes and 

floods cause death and destruc-

tion in countries such as Haiti, 

Pakistan, Chile and China.  

Doctors Without Borders exists to 

assist those who otherwise would 

have no access to medical care. 

They aspire to treat those who 

need it, regardless of ethnicity, 

religion or affiliation. In support 

of this holy work, the Outreach 


