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Letter from the Rector  

book of Ecclesiastes, 

this is considered to be 

a gift of God.   

We think about tomor-

row.  We remember yes-

terday.  This is connect-

ed to our ability to 

learn and to grow from 

our experiences, and, 

theoretically at least, 

keeps us from making 

the same mistakes over 

“God has made every-

thing suitable for its 

time; moreover God has 

put a sense of past and 

future into our minds.”   

(Ecclesiastes 3:11) 

One of the things that 

makes us human is that 

we understand time.  

We have a sense of past, 

and present, and future.  

For the writer of the 

and over again. 

As I was reflecting this 

month on past, present 

and future, I wanted to 

take a moment to think 

about the young people 

in our congregation who 

are experiencing mile-

stones in their lives 

right now.  

     (continued on page 2) 

A Visit from Our Bishop—Sunday, June 7th 

the Rt. Rev. Mariann 

Edgar Budde, Bishop of 

the Episcopal 

Diocese of 

Washington, 

will be with us 

on Sunday, 

June 7.   

Bishop Mari-

ann will preach 

and celebrate 

at 8:00 and 

10:00 services, 

lead the 9:00 

am adult edu-

cation time, 

and be here for 

special hospi-

tality following 

We are very pleased and 

excited that our bishop, 

the 10:00 service.  She 

will also meet with the 

vestry.   

The bishop’s official vis-

itation to a parish oc-

curs about once every 

three years, so it is a big 

event in the life of our 

community.  The war-

dens and Connie+ hope 

that you will make eve-

ry effort to come to this 

celebration of St. 

George’s; we know that 

it will be a wonderful 

day in our life together.   

See on June 7! 
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(continued from page 1) 

David Haselton and 

Nailah Henry have just 

recently graduated from 

college.  Chris Ryan just 

graduated from high 

school.  Marilyn Prosser 

Yang and Mya Williams 

graduate from middle 

school this month. 

A graduation is but one 

step in a longer journey, 

but it is an accomplish-

ment for the young person 

and the adults who have 

supported them.  

Our sense of time, that 

God-given gift, allows us 

to recognize milestones 

like these.  And, they are 

also an opportunity to 

pray for these young peo-

ple – and for that  

matter, to pray for all of 

the children and youth in 

our parish.   

One of the gifts of a being 

in community of faith is 

that we get to be part of 

each other’s joys and sup-

port each other in difficult 

times.  We get the privi-

lege of marking each oth-

er’s milestones – big 

birthdays (Josephine Ross 

turns 80 this month!), an-

niversaries, graduations, 

retirements.   

We also have the privilege 

of being with each other 

in more sorrowful mo-

ments – deaths and ill-

nesses, job transitions, 

other losses. 

Part of what it means to 

be in Christian communi-

ty is this walking with 

each other.  It is in pray-

ing for each other in the 

big moments, good or bad.  

It is in celebrating togeth-

er triumphs large and 

small.  And it is in recog-

nizing that these opportu-

nities are a divine gift. 

The young people who 

graduate this spring are 

taking the next step into 

their particular futures; 

let us take a moment to 

appreciate their accom-

plishments, and to offer 

our gratitude to God for 

putting a sense of past 

and future into our 

minds, and for making 

everything suitable for its 

time. 

Blessings, 

Connie+ 

St. George’s Youth Mission Trip—Coming Up! 

proceeds will go towards 

the trip.  The suggested 

ticket donation is $15 but 

any amount is welcome 

and appreciated, so give 

what you can. 

There may be other op-

portunities to support Jo-

ey, Rebekah, Emma, 

Gabe and Leslie in their 

fundraising efforts, so 

stay tuned.  And many 

thanks! 

service organizations in 

the neighborhood. We are 

excited about this oppor-

tunity for our youth!   

To raise money for the 

trip, the youth will be 

hosting a dinner after 

they return from the trip. 

At the dinner, they will 

cook and serve dinner and 

show pictures and tell 

stories from their trip.   

The date for the dinner is 

Monday, July 26; tickets 

are on sale now and all 

This July 12-17 five young 

people of St. George’s will 

be taking a service trip to 

Queens, New York, head-

ing to the Jamaica neigh-

borhood of Queens. There 

they will work with the 

elderly and children, par-

ticipate in soup kitchen 

and food pantry ministry, 

and otherwise be of ser-

vice.   

We are going with an or-

ganization called Youth-

Works, who have long 

term relationships with 
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Letter from the Vestry 

the Great War with the 

hope that it would be the 

‘War to End All Wars.’  

But at the Versailles ne-

gotiations there was a 

skinny young man in an 

ill-fitting, borrowed suit.  

He wanted Wilson’s Doc-

trine of Self-Determinat-

ion to extend to all people, 

not just Europeans.  He 

was ignored. He would 

later be known as Ho Chi 

Min.   

We got involved in the 

Caribbean and Central 

America, trying to pro-

mote economically stable 

and pliant governments.  

After WWII, it was one 

hot or cold conflict after 

another. And now at the 

end of the Cold War, we 

are now engaged with an 

enemy who seeks to es-

tablish a totalitarian 

state based on their inter-

pretation of the Koran. 

       (continued on page 5) 

After the Revolution, we 

fought the Native Ameri-

cans, off and on, for over a 

century for dominion over 

the lands.  We fought 

Mexico for Texas and the 

West.  Then in our most 

terrible war, we fought 

each other over whether 

we should expand slavery 

into those newly acquired 

territories.  

To become a world power, 

we fought Spain to gain 

her empire.  We entered 

We have celebrated an-

other Memorial Day.  A 

day to remember those 

who gave their last full 

measure of devotion to 

preserve our nation. As 

Lincoln said, it is alto-

gether fitting and proper 

that we do so. And yet, 

America is still at war. 

That is not such an unu-

sual statement.  For at 

least 222 of our 239 year 

history our nation has 

been at war.  

Parish Work Day—Saturday, June 6, 10:00AM-2:00PM  

work from 10 am until 2 

pm (for those late sleep-

ers!)   

If you've got paint brush-

es, spades, pruning saws 

and other tools you think 

might be handy, bring 

them along.  

Questions? Ask Tom Beal 

or Mary Frances Bruce. 

See you there.   

It's time to put on your 

painter's cap, carpenter's 

apron or gardening gloves 

and help spruce up our 

parish home just in time 

for the Bishop's visit.  

We'll be working Satur-

day, June 6. Look for the 

list of projects in the nar-

thex. Bring along your 

skills and energy as we 
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The RenewalWorks Survey Process Continues  

tional events; and dis-

cerning an area for St. 

George’s to focus our so-

cial justice efforts.   

Look for more infor-

mation and opportunities 

for your participation! 

As we get further and fur-

ther away from the sur-

vey, we want to ensure 

everyone that work con-

tinues.  The time and ef-

fort the congregation took 

to contribute to the sur-

vey data continues to 

have a direct impact on 

the day-to-day operations 

of St. George’s.  

Need a hard copy of the 

report or have additional 

questions?  Send an email 

to milenayang@gmail.com 

or call 202-498-1084.  Or 

ask any Vestry member.   

should be consulted and 

informed.  

Vestry members also pri-

oritized the recommenda-

tions to determine which 

activities were most criti-

cal, and which could be 

implemented at a future 

time.  Many activities 

were recommended – but 

not all can be accom-

plished now.  Prioritizing 

ensures that nothing falls 

through the cracks. 

Areas that parishioners 

indicated were of particu-

lar interest and which the 

vestry is working to sup-

port include educational 

opportunities on prayer 

and learning to pray; 

equipping parishioners 

for taking outreach efforts 

into the community; en-

gaging our youth in dis-

cussion and intergenera-

The Vestry of St. George’s 

continues to work on im-

plementing the recom-

mendations that resulted 

from the Renewal Works 

Survey process that began 

in the Fall of 2014.   

In January of this year, 

the Renewal Works Sur-

vey Team presented the 

Vestry with their sum-

mary of findings and rec-

ommendations.  Then in 

February, at their retreat, 

members of the Vestry 

walked through a “RACI” 

exercise – or Responsible, 

Accountable, Consulted, 

and Informed.   

This type of activity pro-

vides an opportunity for 

groups to look at action 

items and assign respon-

sibility and accountability 

and determine what 

groups of individuals 

Join a Parish-Wide Conversation on The Other Wes Moore. 
June 14, 16 or 17  

You can pick up a copy of 

the book at the library, at 

bookstores or e-commerce 

sites. You can choose to 

come to a discussion on 

Sunday June 14 at 9 am 

during the adult educa-

tion hour; Tuesday June 

16 at 10 am during the 

regular St. George’s book 

group ECQ (Explore, Con-

verse, Question); or 

Wednesday June 17 at 7 

pm.   

inequality.  

In June, we'll have three 

opportunities to continue 

that conversation at St. 

George's. We'll be reading 

The Other Wes Moore, by 

Wes Moore, an African 

American man who ex-

plores his own story and 

that of another African 

American man of the 

same name whose life 

turned out very different-

ly.  

There are times 

when it seems we 

are called to focus 

anew on im-

portant issues of 

social justice. Re-

cent events in 

Baltimore and 

around the coun-

try have sparked 

a new national 

conversation 

about race, privi-

lege, policing and 

Thank you again to 

everyone who took 

the RenewalWorks 

survey. Our 

findings are 

already shaping 

the activities here 

at St. George’s! 
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Our last Sunday 

School classes of 

the year will be 

held June 7 and 

17. Adult 

Education will be 

June 21 and 28. 

See you there! 

Vestry (continued) 

Could we ever justify 

dropping the Bomb?   

Supposedly, Congress 

was going to have a great 

debate on authorizing the 

President to attack ISIS. 

I haven’t heard much. 

Maybe one of the topics 

for debate for the next 

election cycle should be 

exactly how and 

under what cir-

cumstances we 

should allow our 

government to 

kill on our be-

half.  But I’m 

not holding my 

breath. 

- Tom Beal 

slowly codified into inter-

national law. It involves 

criteria for going to war 

(just ad bellum) and for 

waging war (jus in bello). 

Reading these criteria, it 

all seems very logical.  

But are we really just try-

ing to justify things we 

want to do anyway?  And 

even if we believe in Just 

War, much of the paci-

fism in the Anglican Com-

munion comes not from 

absolute pacifism but 

from the judgement that 

modern weapons and 

warfare violates Just War 

principles, namely those 

of proportionality and 

noncombatant immunity. 

(continued from page 3)  

This brings up the ques-

tion of how do we recon-

cile our religious values 

with our secular values.  

Can a nation ‘turn the 

other cheek?’  If we only 

opposed evil with prayer, 

would evil totally and ut-

terly triumph?   

Augustine formulated one 

of the earliest theories of 

Just War in the 5th centu-

ry. Just War theory con-

cerns the moral principles 

that indicate the justifica-

tion and limitation  of vio-

lent force.  Later in the 

12th century a more co-

herent theory, developed 

by Gratian, has been 

Adult Education for June  

the various religions as 

well as identify areas 

study we want to pursue 

after the summer break.    

Please join us for these 

final sessions.  

on the origin, beliefs, and 

practices of Christianity 

and on June 28 we will 

discuss the similarities 

and differences we discov-

ered through our study of 

We will conclude our dis-

cussion on Religions 

around the World with 

Christianity on June 21 

and June 28.   

On June 21, we will focus 

Sunday School Finishing Strong in June 

class to the high school 

class this fall.  They will 

be recognized on June 14, 

as we thank the teachers 

and celebrate another 

good year with our stu-

dents and teachers. 

Sunday School for the last 

classes of the 2014-15 

school year.   

Of particular note is the 

graduation of three of the 

middle group, who will 

move up from the Hokes’ 

The last two Sundays of 

the Sunday School year 

are the first two Sundays 

of June.  On June 7 and 

June 17, children and 

young people of all ages 

are encouraged to come to 
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 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

2. Releasing Shame and 

Guilt;  

3. Facing Our Anger; 

4. Transforming Anger;  

5. Receiving God’s for-

giveness;  

6. Forgiving Others; 

7. Seeking Reconcilia-

tion;  

8. Becoming the Beloved 

community.   

There will be a sign up 

sheet up in the hallway at 

St. George’s, so please 

sign up to let us know of 

your interest in participat-

ing. 

This summer we will con-

tinue our practice of offer-

ing a spiritually themed 

program at St. George’s; 

this year the theme is for-

giveness.  The materials 

we will be using are 

called The Way of For-

giveness. 

Nancy Maestri, friend of 

St. George’s, will lead the 

program on Tuesday 

nights from June 9 

through August 4, begin-

ning at 7:00 pm and end-

ing at approximately 

8:45. The topics for each 

week are: 

1. Living in God’s bless-

ing;  

 

The Way of Forgiveness: Summer Program Tuesday Nights Starting June 9 


