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Letter from the Rector  

gan to speak in other 

languages, as the Spirit 

gave them ability.” 

These words from Acts 

describe what the 

church calls Pentecost:  

on the 50th day after 

the resurrection, when 

the community had 

gathered for a tradi-

tional celebration of the 

first fruits of the har-

vest, they had this ex-

perience of the Holy 

Spirit – a rush of wind, 

and tongues of flame, 

Dear Friends, 

“When the day of Pente-

cost had come, the disci-

ples were all together in 

one place. And suddenly 

from heaven there came 

a sound like the rush of 

a violent wind, and it 

filled the entire house 

where they were sitting. 

Divided tongues, as of 

fire, appeared among 

them, and a tongue rest-

ed on each of them. All 

of them were filled with 

the Holy Spirit and be-

and an ability to speak 

and communicate with 

everyone, regardless of 

language.   

St. George’s often cele-

brates this day with a 

potluck lunch of interna-

tional flavor, as people 

bring a dish of their 

country of origin or her-

itage, and we enjoy each 

other’s company along 

with the food.  This cele-

bration and potluck will 

be held on June 8 this  

     (continued on page 2)     

June Dates: 

 7; Capital Pride Pa-

rade 

 8; Pentecost, Interna-

tional Potluck, Last 

Sunday School 

 15; Bless Relationship 

of Joan Marionni and 

Ed Neuschler  

 22; Graduation for 

Anne Rowe 

 

 Coming up: 

October 18; Fall Party 

The Forgotten Room 

small windows lined 

one wall but were hid-

den behind the thick 

crooked metal slats of 

1970-style window 

blinds. We remembered 

that the weather had 

been sunny and bright 

before we came inside, 

but here it seemed the 

weather would always 

be partly cloudy.  

Although it was mid-

afternoon, we relied on 

the artificial light from 

We sat uncomfortably, 

six adults, on hard blue 

plastic chairs. The walls 

in the large concrete 

block room were a non-

descript color sometimes 

called beige.  The floor 

was covered in commer-

cial tile – also in beige. 

Like the chairs, it felt 

hard and looked cold.  

A mishmash of large old 

wooden tables sur-

rounded us, placed in no 

particular order. Six 

three long rows of flo-

rescent light fixtures 

suspended from the ceil-

ing. 

Piled high in one corner 

was an array of cameras 

and tripods, micro-

phones, speakers, a few 

old computers, printers, 

and some cathode tube 

monitors. Tangles of 

computer and electric 

power cords dangled 

from a table and lay in a 

     (continued on page 4) 
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with each other and to 

reach out to those who 

need the good news that 

we have and know 

through Jesus Christ, 

who is risen and who gifts 

us with the Holy Spirit. 

This is a time of great 

richness in our communi-

ty, and I hope you join me 

in giving thanks and 

praise to God for it. 

Blessings, 

Connie+ 

(continued from page 1)

year, and I hope to see 

you there.   

It is also our last day of 

Sunday School for the 

year and a time to thank 

the teachers of our young 

people, so it is a day not 

to miss. 

As I reflect on the events 

at St. George’s this 

month: the end of Sunday 

School, the celebration of 

Pentecost, Anne Rowe’s 

high school graduation, 

Ed Neuschler and Joan 

Marionni’s blessing of 

their relationship, our 

participation in the Capi-

tol Pride Parade — it 

strikes me how blessed by 

the Holy Spirit we are as 

a community.   

The Spirit is understood 

as the  refreshing, life-

giving, and inspiring 

presence of God, blowing 

through our community 

and our church and help-

ing us be church.   

We are church as we 

gather to celebrate and 

bless relationship; as we 

are there to mark a mile-

stone in the life of one of 

our long-term members; 

as we have fun and make 

a statement about God’s 

inclusive nature at Pride; 

as we gather in friendship 

over food and conversa-

tion.   

The Holy Spirit gives us 

ability to communicate 

The End of The Story and Upcoming Learning Opportunities 

be a long-term bible study 

of the gospel of Mark.   

There will also be some 

learning opportunities 

about the Episcopal 

Church, and a parish re-

treat sometime next 

spring.   

More details about all of 

these will be shared as 

plans are set, but if you 

would like to study more 

scripture, deepen your 

spiritual life, and learn 

more about the Episcopal 

Church, stay tuned! 

the members of the Story 

groups to share their fa-

vorite scripture passages 

and for us to acknowledge 

their commitment this 

year; all are invited to 

read their reflections. 

And now, what is next?  

The Education and Spir-

itual Development team 

is working on planning 

for the upcoming year; 

what we know so far is 

that we hope to bring a 

follow up to the spiritual 

journey class of last sum-

mer to St. George’s this 

summer, and there will 

After 31 weeks of study, 

conversation, and immer-

sion in scripture, The Sto-

ry Bible Study comes to 

an end this month.   

Many, many thanks to 

Jeffrey Williams, Lee 

Rowe, Tim Dangel, and 

Terry Doyle, who joined 

Connie+ in leading the 

three different groups 

that ran at St. George’s 

this year.  And special 

congratulations and 

thanks to all those who 

participated.   

There will be a chance for 



This fall, St. George's will 

participate in Renewal-

Works, a unique process 

designed to survey the 

spiritual vitality of each 

member of the congrega-

tion. The purpose of the 

program is to understand 

where we are so that St. 

George's can identify 

ways to support every-

one's spiritual growth.  

Churches that are 

healthy and growing are 

a result of members that 

are spiritually healthy 

and growing. The Episco-

pal Diocese of Washing-

ton is encouraging parish-

es to participate in Re-

newalWorks and is 

providing administrative 

and facilitative resources. 

RenewalWorks began as a 

program at Willow Creek 

Church in Illinois in 

2005. It has grown to in-

clude over 17000 parishes 

of 19 denominational and 

non-denominational 

Christian churches.  

RenewalWorks was re-

written to make the sur-

vey and supporting mate-

rials more accessible to 

people in the Episcopal 

personal prayer, and ser-

vice to people in need. 

The program begins with 

an online, anonymous 

and confidential survey 

taken by as many parish-

ioners as possible over a 

two week period, Septem-

ber 20 through October 5. 

Then a group of parish-

ioners will meet for four 

workshops to learn how to 

interpret the results and 

reflect on what St. 

George's does well and 

where we can improve 

and grow. 

If anyone has any ques-

tions about Renewal-

Works, please look at the 

resources on the web site 

or ask Connie+ or a mem-

ber of the vestry.  

We are currently putting 

together the workshop 

team of people represent-

ing a cross section of the 

parish who can commit to 

four workshops held in 

October and November. If 

you are interested, please 

speak to Connie+ or a 

member of the vestry. 

Karen Horrocks,  

Senior Warden 

Church. It is a ministry of 

Forward Movement, the 

group behind the daily 

devotional “Forward Day 

by Day” and Lent Mad-

ness. 

The RenewalWorks web 

site (www.renewalworks. 

org) describes the process 

as: 

- Assessing the spiritual 

vitality of a congregation 

by surveying the beliefs 

and spiritual practices of 

its members. 

- Training a task force 

from the congregation to 

interpret the survey re-

sults. 

- Examining the life of the 

congregation in light of 

the survey results to dis-

cern how the congrega-

tion is and is not inspir-

ing and supporting people 

in their spiritual jour-

neys. 

- Challenging the congre-

gation to better support 

the spiritual lives of its 

members through spiritu-

al practices that are key 

predictors of a vital con-

gregation such as regular 

worship, Bible reading, 
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RenewalWorks 

will assess the 

spiritual vitality 

of St. George’s and 

identify ways to 

support everyone’s 

spiritual growth. 

Stay tuned for 

more or get 

involved today!  

RenewalWorks is Coming! 

The Last Sunday School Class is June 8 

that day and hope all will 

be present to 

acknowledge their minis-

try to our young people 

this year. 

and enjoy your class-

mates one more time.   

We will thank the teach-

ers at the 10:00 service 

Calling all Sunday School-

ers to come to the last day 

of the Sunday School year 

on June 8 at 9:00.  This is 

it for the summer, so come 



The Forgotten Room (cont.) 

Haselton.  The group met 

a number of times with 

Mr. Damien Goins, Gay-

wood’s principal and Mr. 

Jacob Novik, the Parent 

Outreach Coordinator 

from Gaywood to discover 

how the room is used, 

what resources are avail-

able to the school, what 

their future plans are, 

and how St. George’s 

could help turn the li-

brary into the warm, vi-

brant, discovery room we 

all envisioned.   

During the most recent 

meeting, we learned of a 

significant summer con-

struction project taking 

place in the school that 

will impact plans to im-

prove the library. The 

floors in the hallways – 

and possibly in the li-

brary – will be jackham-

mered open to access and 

repair water pipes used in 

the steam heating units 

of the building.   

That work is scheduled to 

begin July 1st and contin-

ue throughout the sum-

mer, meaning any work 

that we do needs to be 

done between the first 

day of summer break 

June 18th and July 1. 

Learning of this new chal-

lenge, we decided to limit 

our initial work phase to 

painting the room and 

purchasing rugs for later 

placement.  

        (continued on page 7) 

would invite preschoolers 

to curl up and enjoy a pic-

ture book.  There would 

be a quiet area for small 

group work and a larger 

defined area furnished 

with matching round ta-

bles for classroom-like 

learning sessions.   

The windows would be 

uncloaked to allow in nat-

ural light, and new work-

ing window coverings 

would be hung to shade 

the room when necessary. 

Changing book displays 

would reinforce weekly 

learning goals from the 

classrooms.  Posters 

would adorn the walls 

encouraging reading, in-

stilling wonder, and rein-

forcing the school motto of 

Peaceful, Positive, and 

Productive.  The room 

would be a haven for dis-

covery and learning.  

The opportunity to help 

Gaywood Elementary 

School was discovered by 

Josephine Ross and Con-

nie Reinhardt.  Connie 

turned the opportunity 

into a Lenten project and 

St. Georgian’s rallied to 

donate $2165.00.   

Josephine developed the 

vision into a conceptual 

design in meetings with 

Gaywood staff and St. 

Georgians Peggy Alexan-

der, Bev Brown, Katy 

Lawley, Eileen Murray, 

Mark Fehling and Randy 

(continued from page 1) 

jumble on the floor.  We 

knew from our last visit to 

this room, that this was 

someone’s dream of a fu-

ture news broadcast area.   

In another part of the 

room, a large heavy wood-

en box on wheels was 

stored next to an empty 

bookshelf. There were no 

posters on the walls. No 

paintings. No displays. 

There was nothing to 

draw one into this room or 

keep one here by choice.  

It was even hard to imag-

ine movement and life in 

this room – let alone crea-

tivity, wonder, and learn-

ing.  This looked like a 

forgotten room.  

The room we occupied was 

the Gaywood Elementary 

School library and we 

were gathered to talk 

about its future. We 

shared a vision of a room 

much different from the 

one we occupied.  

We imagined a multi-

purpose room full of light 

and color. Little nooks 

would beckon the quiet 

reader, while a technology 

corner with electronic tab-

lets and computers would 

draw the kinesthetic 

learner.  

Colorful rugs would entice 

children to sit on the floor 

and listen to a story teller. 

Scattered comfy chairs 
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Peta Capello, celebrating her 20th year 

after her heart-lung transplant, with Lee 

Rowe.  Peta came to speak in May with 

Washington Regional Transplant 

Community about being an organ donor; 

Lee signed up to be a donor! 

I finally made it!  On June 

22nd I will be graduating 

from High school.  The 

actual graduation ceremo-

ny will be held during the 

service and afterwards 

there will be a recep-

tion.  All are invited. We 

will be serving Sloppy 

Joes, (vegan and meat), 

salad and cupcakes.   

I want to thank the 

St.Georges community for 

all the support over the 

years, and in my appreci-

ation, come and help me 

celebrate this wonderful 

day!   

Anne Rowe 

Save the Date! 

On Sunday, June 8 we 

celebrate the gift of the 

Holy Spirit to the church 

and the wonderful diversi-

ty of St. George's and with 

a potluck lunch following 

the 10:00 service.   

Everyone is invited to 

bring a dish to share that 

comes from your particu-

lar cultural heritage, from 

your country of origin, or 

just something you like.   

Come for service as we 

observe the giving of the 

Holy Spirit to the commu-

nity, and stay for lunch 

and fellowship in one of 

much-anticipated events 

at St. George’s. 

Pentecost and International Potluck are Sunday June 8 

Special June Events:  Blessing and Graduation 

service, and we will have 

a brief ceremony and con-

ferring of her diploma as 

part of the liturgy.  All 

are invited to be there 

with and for Anne, and to 

come to the special recep-

tion in Miller Hall after 

the service. 

There are two special 

events happening during 

the 10:00 services this 

June.   

On June 15 during the 

service, we will bless the 

relationship of Joan Mari-

onni and Ed Neuschler as 

part of our liturgy.  All 

are invited to come and 

celebrate with Joan, Ed 

and the community; there 

will be a special reception 

in Miller Hall after the 

service to which all are 

invited. 

Also, Anne Rowe will cele-

brate her graduation from 

high school on Sunday, 

June 22 during the 10:00 
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Congratulations 

to Bev Brown, 

Andrew Dangel, 

Tim Dangel, Mark 

Fehling, Terry 

Lawlah, Joey 

Hoke, and 

Norman Williams  

who were 

confirmed at the 

National 

Cathedral on May 

17th.  



The Forgotten Room (cont.) 

fun team-based project 

that has quick visible re-

sults?    

Whatever your reason, 

your style, or your experi-

ence level, please join in 

on this first phase of our 

vision for Gaywood’s li-

brary.  Help transform 

this forgotten room into a 

comfortable, inviting, 

child-friendly place of 

learning for our commu-

nity.   

we need painters.  

Do you enjoy rolling a 

paint roller? Are you good 

at detailed brush work for 

cutting in corners and 

ceiling lines?  Are you 

looking for the challenge 

of painting the gaps be-

tween concrete blocks? Do 

you like to climb tall lad-

ders or paint from sitting 

on the floor?  Do you have 

a T-shirt you’d like to cov-

er in paint splotches? Or 

are you just longing for a 

(continued from page 4) 

We have a shared vision.  

We have funds to initiate 

our vision! We have a pre-

liminary room plan and 

now we have a work 

schedule for the first 

phase of our vision. The 

one thing missing is YOU!   

Can you help bring this 

vision to life? During the 

two-week work window 

available for us to paint 

(June 18th - June 30th), 
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 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

The Pride Parade is Coming! 

Margarets, and the Na-

tional Cathedral are also 

participating and hopeful-

ly we will all be able to 

march together.  

Even if you cannot march 

in the parade, you could 

always watch and cheer 

for St. Georges as we go 

by. Also we could also use 

monetary donations to de-

fray the costs of Pride.  

If you would like more in-

formation about the Pride 

Parade and participating 

in it, please speak with 

Carol Thomas or Michael 

Mangiapane.   

Hope to see you there! 

It's hard to believe that 

summer is upon us al-

ready, and the beginning 

of summer always starts 

out fabulous since we have 

Capital Pride!  

On Saturday, June 7, St. 

Georges will be participat-

ing in the Capital Pride 

Parade in DC.  This has 

been a fun event for us 

and a chance to show off 

to the larger community 

that we're here and that 

they should come visit us.  

This year, Pride has the 

theme of "Building a 

Brighter Future" so be-

sides our St. Georges 

shirts, you have the option 

to wear something fabu-

lous that would fit with 

this theme. Also if you 

have any ideas for deco-

rating a truck to show off, 

let's hear them! 

St. Thomas in Dupont Cir-

cle will be hosting their 

picnic for the participants 

before the parade starts. 

The picnic starts at 2 PM 

and they provide ham-

burgers, hot dogs, and 

drinks. We are encouraged 

to bring side dishes. It's a 

fun time of fellowship for 

all. 

The parade itself starts at 

4:30 PM but we will be 

lining up earlier once the 

exact time is provided. 

Currently St. Thomas, St. 


