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Letter from the Rector  

found enough to share 

with you. The first one 

is her take on Commun-

ion, which is this: 

“Mama gives bread to 

everybody.”  The second 

has to do with my sing-

ing Amazing Grace to 

her when I put her to 

bed; sometimes she 

asks, “Mama sing 

grace?” 

Dear Friends, 

As you know my daugh-

ter Keelyn is two years 

old, and what this 

means is that this can 

be a challenging time to 

be a parent, but also a 

wonderful one.   

Recently Keelyn has 

said a couple of things 

to me that I found pro-

In these two simple sen-

tences said by my child, 

I find enormous power 

and resonance.   

The first is a reminder 

of who we are at St. 

George’s.  We say that 

we believe that our task 

is to ‘shape a circle ever 

wider and a people ever 

free.’  Part of that wider 

     (continued on page 2) 

Ensuring Our Future—Match the Bishop! 

George’s, we have re-

ceived pledges totaling 

over $211,000 and so 

far have gotten dona-

tions in hand of 

$143,225. That means 

we are at 84% of our 

goal—so very close! 

Now we must complete 

the journey—together 

with our Bishop, the Rt. 

Rev. Mariann Budde. 

The Bishop generously 

pledged $1,000 to sup-

port our campaign. She 

said, “God is doing won-

drous things among the 

people of St. George's 

When we launched En-

suring Our Future, we 

could not have imagined 

its success.  

Our goal was to build a 

financial foundation for 

St. George’s.  The cam-

paign will provide re-

sources for outreach, 

educational and spiritu-

al programs for youth 

and adults, and upkeep 

of the buildings that are 

the gathering place of 

our community and the 

center of our mission. 

Thanks to the generosi-

ty of members of St. 

and you are responding 

in faithfulness and love. 

I am proud to be your 

bishop and add my fi-

nancial support to en-

sure St. George's future 

vibrancy and growth.” 

St. George’s is a critical 

part of our lives—both 

for ourselves, for future 

generations, and for the 

greater Church. We are 

building a foundation 

for our future.   

Please match the Bish-

op’s generosity and 

make—or increase—

your pledge today. 
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circle is our intentionality 

about inviting everyone to 

the table – for conversa-

tion, for spiritual nourish-

ment, for fellowship, and 

of course also for the 

bread and wine of Holy 

Communion.   

We work on expanding 

that circle and attempt to 

make sure that nobody is 

outside of it. Sharing 

bread with everyone is a 

sign of our identity and 

who we understand our-

selves to be as God’s peo-

ple.  It is a symbol of our 

identity and our mission 

as St. Georgians, as Epis-

copalians, and as people 

of faith who follow Jesus 

Christ.  

Also, as I have been re-

flecting on my daughter 

asking me to sing grace, it 

has come to me that this 

is really a job description.  

Think about that: my job 

as a priest is to “sing 

grace.”  Your job as a fol-

lower of Jesus is to “sing 

grace.”   

It is to share the good 

news of God’s love with 

those who need that mes-

sage.  It is to remind each 

other and those whom we 

encounter daily that all of 

us are beloved of God, and 

that nobody is outside the 

reach of God’s love.  To 

sing grace is to engage in 

social justice, seek and 

serve Christ in all people, 

to love our neighbors and 

ourselves. 

It is my hope that we 

might keep in mind these 

two sentences as we go 

about our summer, think-

ing about what it means 

to say that we give bread 

to everybody, and how 

every day we may partici-

pate in the invitation to 

sing God’s grace. 

Blessings, 

Connie+ 

Looking for Help With Sunday School This Fall 

let one of your wardens 

know.  St. George’s war-

dens are Roy Peterson 

(rpeterson@avtekstaffing.

com) or Mary Frances 

Bruce (maryfbruce@    

yahoo.com). 

support are with our 

youngest children in the 

Godly Play class, and 

with the high school class.   

If you are willing to assist 

with either group, specifi-

cally teaching on Sunday 

School Sundays, please 

We try to employ a team 

approach to our ministries 

at St. George’s wherever 

possible, and one place 

help is needed to do this is 

in our Sunday School pro-

gram.   

The areas most in need of 

Youth Mission Trip and Dinner July 27 

Please mark the date on 

your calendar – July 27 

beginning at 6:30 pm.  

Thank you for your sup-

port of our young people. 

After the youth return, 

they will host a dinner on 

Monday, July 27 to share 

stories and pictures from 

their experience.   

Five St. George’s young 

people are going on a mis-

sion trip this summer 

from July 12-17, to 

Queens, NY.   
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Connie Goes on Sabbatical, Part 2–What to Expect at St. 
George’s  

as your Sr. Warden, and 

Mary Frances Bruce, our 

Jr. Warden, will be the 

main contacts, and we 

will oversee staff and 

ministry concerns.  Mary 

Frances can be reached 

on her cell at 240-305-

2265 and I am available 

on my cell at 202-215-

6878.  All the members of 

the vestry will be actively 

involved in making her 

time away seamless.  

Connie+ recognizes what 

a privilege it is to have 

this kind of time away for 

education and reflec-

tion.  Let us all deeply 

appreciate this opportuni-

ty for her. We should val-

ue this time as our invest-

ment in her and her lead-

ership of our shared min-

istry of walking the way 

together. 

- Roy Peterson  

The Vestry has been plan-

ning for the last year to 

make sure that every-

thing will run smoothly in 

her absence.  

There is a whole team 

ready and prepared to 

take on and carry through 

the tasks and ministry of 

the parish.  There is an 

“supply” priest (or two in 

our case); there is a pasto-

ral care team reachable at 

540-40STGEO (540-407-

8436); and a team to look 

after services, finances, 

special events and so 

forth.  The life of St. 

George’s continues, and 

opportunities are opened 

as parishioners step in to 

ensure the smooth run-

ning of our church home. 

We have various leaders 

ready to ensure that the 

life and health of the par-

ish continue to flourish 

while Connie+ is away.  I, 

Sabbaticals are times for 

clergy to spend intention-

al, thoughtful and signifi-

cant time with God to  

reflect upon the life and 

ministry of the parish.   

The first part of Connie’s 

sabbatical was spent with 

time in Israel and time for 

prayer in the fall of last 

year.  The second part is 

coming up this summer 

and it is as much about 

St. George’s as it is about 

her. 

When Connie+ goes on 

sabbatical our parish will 

be well cared for and will 

functions as it always 

has.  She will be gone 

from July 21 through Sep-

tember 2.  She will spend 

the time praying, study-

ing, recharging and learn-

ing how her experiences 

will shape her leadership 

at St. George’s in the fu-

ture.   

Pastoral Care Team Available as Needed 

tact Connie+ about – you 

are welcome to call the 

Pastoral Care Line and 

speak to one of our team 

members.  

They will be available for 

conversation or visits as 

necessary, and they will 

also contact a priest if 

requested. 

will have a phone number 

for parishioners to call if 

you need support; that 

number is 540-40-STGEO 

(540-407-8436).  

If there is a death in the 

family, if you are in the 

hospital, if you would like 

Communion brought to 

you – if you have an issue 

you would normally con-

St. George’s has set up a 

pastoral care team to han-

dle pastoral issues while 

Connie+ is away in late 

July and the month of  

August.  

The members of the team 

are Mary Frances Bruce, 

Terry Doyle, Sarah O’Bri-

en, Joann Prosser, and 

Josephine Ross. The team 

Connie+ will be 

away on 

Sabbatical from 

July 21 through 

September 2. Rest 

assured that St. 

George’s is in good 

hands while she is 

away—and she 

will return with 

even more 

inspiration to give 

back to the parish. 
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 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

We need 20+ people to 

achieve that pricing.  

Please let Carol Thomas 

(carolandrose@verizon.net) 

know  ASAP if you will 

attend the game, so that 

she may purchase the 

block of tickets. Hope you 

can come!  

St. George’s Summer Baseball Outing to the Baysox  

It is that time of year 

again for baseball out-

ing!  We have selected the 

Baysox game on Saturday, 

July 18 at 6:35pm as our 

event date.  There will be 

fireworks after the game!   

Tickets will be $11.00 per 

person for reserved seats.  


