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Letter from the Rector  

   rise and fall; the very 

elements of your soul 

    shiver nicely. What 

would spring be 

   without it? Mostly 

frogs. But don’t worry, 

he 

arrives, year after year, 

humble and obedient 

    and gorgeous. You 

listen and you know 

   you could live a better 

life than you do, be 

    softer, kinder. And 

maybe this year you will 

   be able to do it. Hear 

how his voice 

    rises and falls. There 

is no way to be 

   sufficiently grateful 

for the gifts we are 

    given, no way to 

speak the Lord’s name 

   often enough, though 

Dear Friends, 

As we move into July 

and serious summer, I 

share with you a poem 

by Mary Oliver entitled 

North Country: 

   In the north country 

now it is spring and 

there 

    is a certain celebra-

tion. The thrush 

   has come home. He is 

shy and likes the 

    evening best, also the 

hour just before 

   morning; in that blue 

and gritty light he 

    climbs to his branch, 

or smoothly 

   sails there. It is okay 

to know only 

    one song if it is this 

one. Hear it 

we do try, and 

   especially now, as that 

dappled breast 

    breathes in the pines 

and heaven’s 

   windows in the north 

country, now spring has 

come, 

    are opened wide. 

One could say it is a po-

em about spring, which 

is true though incom-

plete; one could wonder 

why in July I am point-

ing you to a poem about 

spring, which is fair 

enough.   

But my interest in this 

poem has always been 

how the poet uses a mo-

ment in nature, in this 

case a bird’s call in 

(continued on page 2) 

July Dates: 

 25; Game Night 

 

 Coming up: 

August 22; Washing-

ton Nationals Game 

October 18; Fall Party 

 

 

 Washington Nationals Game August 22 

Coordinator Carol 

Thomas at 301-641-

4152  if you are interest-

ed in attending.  Hope 

to see you there! 

pm.  Tickets will be in 

the Infield Gallery and 

will be $24 per seat if 

we get at least 25 peo-

ple to attend.   

Please  call or text St. 

George's Summer Fun 

Our annual St. 

George's outing with the 

Nationals this year is 

Friday August 22, when 

the Nationals play the 

San Francisco Giants.   

Game time is 7:05 
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spring, as a doorway into 

gratitude.  

“There is no way to be 

sufficiently grateful for 

the gifts we are given, no 

way to speak the Lord’s 

name often enough, 

though we do try. . .” 

Summer is often a time 

when we slow down a bit, 

work is a little lighter 

perhaps, and school is 

out; it feels as if there is 

more time for leisure and 

recreational activities.   

As we enjoy our lives this 

July, I invite us to take a 

moment every now and 

then and say a little pray-

er of acknowledgement 

and thanks.  To try to 

speak the Lord’s name 

more often in gratitude.  

To make an effort to be 

particularly grateful for 

the gifts we are given.   

Fourteenth century mys-

tic Meister Eckhart once 

said, “If the only prayer 

you ever say in your en-

tire life is thank you, it 

will be enough.”  May we 

all enjoy our summer, and 

as we do, offer our thanks 

to God. 

Blessings, 

Connie+ 

Congratulations to Anne Rowe 

for graduating High School! 



OK, 

some 

folks 

know 

that I 

was 

raised 

Catho-

lic and 

joined 

St. G’s for various rea-

sons. There are many of 

us. With my upbringing 

came catholic guilt.  If I 

was to travel to a new 

town, I needed to find a 

local Catholic church and 

go to mass.   

However, there is no 

Episcopal guilt associated 

with attending services 

while away from home. 

But when I travel, I tend 

to think that I am blessed 

with the ability to travel, 

to enjoy some type of va-

cation away from work 

and the chores of home, 

and blissfully spend time 

with my family and 

friends.  Consequently, I 

think if I get to church, I 

can take a moment to 

thank God for my bless-

ings.  

Perhaps there is a little 

comfortable attending.  

I notice that the congre-

gation seems older on av-

erage. They also appear 

to be a church that has 

been struggling with at-

tendance and funds. They 

needed a loan to redo the 

roof. I thank God and am 

also pleased that we can 

help for two Sundays by 

being present and giving 

a little.  

When I return home, my 

St. G family appears so 

much fuller and thriving 

for which I am immensely 

grateful. Sometimes we 

almost fill our house with 

attendance. We save for 

our future and have no 

debt (psst – do not forget 

your pledge in the sum-

mer).  St. Georgians are 

very blessed.  

So, take a vacation. Find 

a church.  Have an adven-

ture. Tell them where you 

are from and how much 

you like St. G. (Leave the 

teenagers in bed.) 

- Gene Ferrick, 

Vestry 

ADHD in me because I do 

not pray the whole time 

in another church.  When 

I should be thanking God, 

I look around.  I peruse 

their bulletin. I count 

heads and notice the 

number of children versus 

older folks.  I scratch my 

head and wonder, “Why 

do they do it this way? 

How interesting!”   

Another church becomes 

an adventure. When you 

vacation, have a church 

adventure! (OK, this will 

never work for a hard-

ened teenager, but they 

probably do not read this 

any way.) 

In Ashland, NH there is a 

beautiful church called 

St. Mark’s, which is a 

small 19th century gothic 

revival church with a tall 

gabled roof, corner tower, 

and large stained glass 

window. 

We have been going there 

for a few years now while 

vacationing. They use the 

Book of Common Prayer 

like our 8am service, and 

sing old hymns in full like 

our 10am service. I feel 
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While you are 

enjoying your 

summer 

vacations, see if 

you can’t include 

visiting another 

parish to your  list 

of new adventures. 

Church During Vacation – Really? 

Game Night - July 25 

Nothing like a game to 

break the ice and start 

conversations.  So come 

and let's play! 

Enjoy an evening of 

games and laughter with 

fellow St. Georgians and 

bring a friend.   

Join us for games and fun 

on Friday, July 25, at 

7:15.  Bring your favorite 

game and snack and/or 

beverage.   
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A great time was 

had by everyone at 

Pride! 

Can you help me 

find a forever 

home? 

Congratulations 

Ed and Joan! 



Learning about Holy Women and Holy Men of the Church 

Street High School (now 

Dunbar), the African 

American high school in 

Washington, D.C.   

Cooper emphasized the 

importance of equal edu-

cation for African Ameri-

cans, insisting that elec-

tives be offered, that 

courses focus on academ-

ics, and that students be 

prepared for college.  She 

taught in Washington for 

39 years.  

An advocate for African 

American women, Cooper 

assisted in organizing the 

Colored Women’s League 

and the first Colored Set-

tlement House in Wash-

ington, D.C.  

At the age of 65, in 1925, 

Cooper became the fourth 

African American woman 

Anna Julia Haywood 

Cooper was born about 

1859 in Raleigh, North 

Carolina, to an enslaved 

woman and a white man, 

presumably her mother’s 

master.  

She attended St. Augus-

tine Normal School and 

Collegiate Institute, 

founded by the Episcopal 

Church to educate Afri-

can American teachers 

and clergy. There she be-

came an Episcopalian and 

married George Cooper, 

who was the second Afri-

can American ordained to 

the Episcopal priesthood 

in North Carolina.  

Widowed in 1879, Cooper 

received degrees from 

Oberlin College, and was 

made principal of M 

to complete a doctorate, 

granted by the Sorbonne 

in Paris. From 1930-1942, 

she served as President of 

Freylinghuysen Universi-

ty. She died at the age of 

104. 

Eternal God, you inspired 

Anna Julia Haywood 

Cooper with the love of 

learning and the joy of 

teaching: Help us also to 

gather and use the re-

sources of our communi-

ties for the education of 

all your children; through 

Jesus Christ our Savior, 

who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

- submitted by  

Gloria Martin 
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Forever Home Wanted! 

space to run or an active 

household—he is current-

ly 93 pounds and very 

thin; he probably should 

weigh 115 to 120. He also 

needs an owner who has 

some experience training 

dogs as he does not know 

much and wants to learn. 

If you are interested in 

adopting this awesome 

guy (or making any dona-

tions to his medical bills!) 

please contact Jennifer, 

jbevandangel@yahoo.com. 

before getting loose. 

“Jetty” needs medical at-

tention and is currently 

in the care of Jennifer 

and Andrew Dangel. He 

is good with kids and oth-

er dogs and is learning 

good manners—like walk-

ing nicely on a leash and 

reinforcing his house-

breaking. He loves being 

groomed and wants to 

always be with his people. 

“Jetty” will need either 

“Jetty” (pictured on left) is 

a lovely German Shep-

herd in search of a forever 

home.  

He was found on the side 

of Rt 202 north of Upper 

Marlboro in poor condi-

tion but sweet and trust-

ing as could be. His age 

and history are unknown, 

but he is between 4 and 

10 (possibly on the young-

er side) and was most 

likely kept tied up outside 

for some period of time 
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 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

The middle school class getting 

ready to go to Annapolis with the 

Hokes for a field trip and high tea. 


