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Letter from the Rector 

February 6th: Mardi Gras Party is coming soon!  

When they had heard 

King Herod, they set out; 

and there, ahead of 

them, went the star that 

they had seen at its ris-

ing, until it stopped over 

the place where the child 

was. When they saw that 

the star had stopped, 

they were overwhelmed 

with joy.  

On entering the house, 

they saw the child with 

Mary his mother; and 

they knelt down and 

paid him homage. 

Then, opening their 

treasure chests, they 

offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and 

myrrh. And having been 

warned in a dream not 

to return to Herod, they 

left for their own coun-

try by another road.  

Matthew 2:9-12 

Dear Friends, 

This is the reading from 

Matthew’s gospel that 

we hear on the feast of 

the Epiphany, celebrat-

ing the arrival of the 

magi to see the child 

Jesus.   

As we observe the last 

days of the Christmas 

season this year, and 

move into the season of 

Epiphany – the season 

of light – we might do 

some reflecting.  You 

might take a few mo-

ments of quiet these  

     (continued on page 2) 

The next most im-

portant thing is to in-

vite others to come; this 

is a great event to ask 

friends, family, or 

neighbors to at-

tend.  Also, and some-

thing you can do in con-

junction with attending 

the event, consider do-

nating items for the 

auction or asking oth-

ers to donate.  

Finally, you can volun-

teer to help with deco-

rating and set up, clean 

February 6th is practi-

cally around the corner 

and St. George‘s needs 

you to participate in our 

annual Mardi Gras Par-

ty!  There are several 

things you can do to 

help with this annual 

St. George’s event.    

The most important 

thing to do is to attend 

the party and silent 

auction from 6 pm – 10 

pm on Saturday night 

February 6th, 2016.   

up, or the auction itself. 

Helping out is a great 

way to get involved and 

have a good time while 

you’re at it!  

The Silent Auction 

Please consider making 

something (such as a 

craft item), donating a 

service or making some-

thing to order (such as 

lessons like knitting or 

music; baked goods, a 

portrait sitting, a tour of 

an interesting place you 

     (continued on page 3) 
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next weeks and think 

about one or more of 

these questions. 

 What light do you follow 

in your own life? 

 What challenges do you 

encounter?   

 How have you adjusted 

to circumstances in your 

life which have required 

you to ‘go home by an-

other road?’ 

 Where have you found 

or experienced God in 

your journeying? 

This Epiphany, may we 

seek and serve the light, 

represented to us by the 

Christ who is the true 

light come into the world. 

Blessings, 

Connie+ 

It’s Confirmation Time: Informational Meeting January 3 

have questions, please 

speak with Connie+.  

The day and time of class 

will be determined by this 

year’s participants in con-

sultation with the rector. 

Class will begin in Janu-

ary and finishes with the 

service of Confirmation at 

the National Cathedral 

mid-May. 

one’s parents and godpar-

ents at baptism. Any 

adult or teenager in high 

school or above is invited 

to the informational 

meeting on January 3.  

If you are interested in 

becoming an Episcopali-

an, if you want to renew 

your commitment to your 

faith and church, or if you 

The 2016 Confirmation 

Class is now forming. We 

will have a meeting of an-

yone interested on Sun-

day, January 3rd after the 

10:00 service.  

Confirmation is the pro-

cess by which one formal-

ly becomes an Episcopali-

an, and how one affirms 

the promises made by 

Safe Haven Homeless Shelter: January 17 to 24 

Don’t forget to invite oth-

ers to volunteer. We can 

only manage this if we 

expand our “circle ever 

wider” and ask for assis-

tance. 

For more details speak to 

Joann Prosser, 

jprosser@umd.edu, or 

Gene Ferrick, 

gene.ferrick@gmail.com. 

Thank you in advance for 

your help with this im-

portant, rewarding minis-

try. 

40 people. You can volun-

teer for meals, registra-

tion, overnight coordina-

tion, on-call day coverage, 

and transportation. If you 

cannot make time during 

the week, we also need 

donations and supplies. 

For specific details about 

dates and to sign up 

please see the two online 

forms: 

Volunteer roles—

bit.ly/1PvCTbG 

Supplies— bit.ly/1SllfId 

This will be the eighth 

year that St. George’s has 

participated in Safe Ha-

ven, and the sixth year 

that we have hosted the 

shelter at our church.  

The shelter has room for 

up to 15 men, for whom 

we provide a hot dinner, a 

place to sleep, a hearty 

breakfast, and help with 

laundry and showers.  

There are opportunities 

for everyone to get in-

volved; we need at least 
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Mardi Gras (cont.) 

something from the cur-

rent nominees that will 

be announced on Thurs-

day January 14, 2016.   

Use your imagination and 

come in a wonderful cos-

tume! There will be a 

prize for the best one, so 

be creative and bold. 

Tickets 

Advance tickets are 

$28.00 and are on sale 

starting Sunday, January 

10, 2016. They can also be 

purchased at the door for 

$35.00. Children ten 

years and under are free. 

There will be babysitting 

available for children, so 

there is no reason not to 

come. 

We look forward to seeing 

you at this year‘s biggest 

fundraising event and a 

really wonderful party! 

Any auction items can be 

dropped off at the church 

on Friday evening before 

the party, or the Saturday 

of the event between 12 

noon and 4 pm. 

The Dinner and Theme 

Besides the exciting 

things to bid on at the 

silent auction, there will 

be a wonderful dinner! 

There will be music! 

There will be costumes! 

(You need to wear one to 

make this part happen).   

The theme for the 2016 

Mardi Gras is “The Acad-

emy Awards.” The 88th 

Academy Awards will be 

presented on Sunday Jan-

uary 28th 2016 and this 

allows us to come as our 

favorite actor, character, 

movie title or even 

song.  For those who are 

more into theatre, think 

of all the plays and musi-

cal that have been turned 

into movies!   

The possibilities are end-

less: Greta Garbo, ET, 

Titanic, Ben Hur, Paul 

Newman Salad Dressing, 

Ghostbusters or even 

(continued from page 1) 

are knowledgeable about) 

or creating a gift basket of 

food and/or gift items.  

If you work someplace or 

volunteer with an organi-

zation that would be will-

ing to donate an item for 

the auction, please ask 

them on behalf of St. 

George‘s and thank them 

for their generosity!  

Popular items in years 

past have been tickets to 

sporting events, arts per-

formances, films or the 

theatre.  Gift certificates 

to restaurants are always 

a top draw as are week-

end getaways at nearby 

hotels or resort proper-

ties.  

Think of asking your hair-

stylist or massage thera-

pist if they would be will-

ing to donate a coupon for 

a haircut or massage. The 

only way to find out if 

they will donate is to ask 

them…don‘t be shy!  

All items you or others 

donate are tax deductible 

to the value of the item. 

Mardi Gras will be 

held February 6,   

6-10pm. This is our 

most popular 

fundraiser for St. 

George’s because it 

is such a fun time! 

Tickets are $28 in 

advance and will 

be available 

starting in 

January. 

Annual Meeting: Sunday, February 7 

This is your opportunity 

to participate in the dem-

ocratic process as it is 

practiced in the Episcopal 

Church, so put the date 

on your calendar now. 

At the annual meeting we 

will elect vestry members 

and our delegate to Dioce-

san Convention, as well 

as reflect and report on 

this past year.  

The St. George’s Annual 

Meeting will be Sunday, 

February 7th immediately 

following our one 9:00am 

service that day.  
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Vestry Reflection 

As I finish my second term 

on vestry at St Georges, I'm 

finding it interesting to 

look back at the experience 

and what I've learned.  

When I came to St. 

George’s, I told Connie+ 

that I didn't want to do any 

volunteer activities for at 

least the first year. I had 

come off vestry and finance 

duties at my last parish, 

and for a number of rea-

sons I was feeling burned 

out. I agreed to be on ves-

try in this parish a little 

after my one year re-

striction expired, so I was 

new to the parish and not 

sure what to expect. 

I can honestly say that 

these four years have en-

riched my experience in the 

parish and helped me grow. 

It ended up being a difficult 

time for me, as Keith's 

death before my first year 

ended really drained my 

energy and focus.  

But I also had the experi-

ence of meeting with the 

bishop only a few weeks 

after Keith was buried, and 

experiencing her pastoral 

care in a very direct way 

during the vestry meeting 

with her. I have now met 

with the bishop twice as a 

vestry member and remain 

in awe of her kind and lov-

ing approach.  

I've formed close relation-

ships with my vestry 

brothers and sisters, some 

of whom I didn't really 

know until we began work-

ing together. Those rela-

tionships have helped forti-

fy me in many ways.  

If you have never attended 

vestry meetings you are 

always welcome and I 

think you would be as im-

pressed as I am with the 

way the vestry discusses 

issues and resolves prob-

lems. There is true affec-

tion and willingness to find 

a middle way during those 

rare moments when we 

disagree. We get a variety 

of viewpoints but always 

expressed with respect for 

other opinions. It's the 

most effective decision-

making I've seen in many 

years attending meetings 

of all sorts.  

While there are mornings 

when I just don't want to 

get up and come in to serve 

as vestry person on duty 

(VPOD) or evenings when 

it's hard to fit in a meeting 

around other responsibili-

ties, I've found in the end I 

always feel better for hav-

ing been engaged in those 

activities. I may not love 

making the coffee, but I do 

love greeting people from 

the eight and 10 o'clock 

services, talking to the 

kids, and enjoying our al-

ways joyful Sunday morn-

ings.  

I can say genuinely that if 

I could run again for vestry 

I would do so. Since I can't 

I want to encourage you to 

consider it. I know it's an 

experience that will enrich 

your life in many ways. 

And your service on vestry 

will enrich the parish.  

The election will be held at 

the annual meeting on Feb 

7, and we're planning a 

meet and greet for candi-

dates on Jan 31.  

Thanks so much for allow-

ing me to represent you for 

the past four years.  

- Mary Frances  

Thank you to everyone who 

donated for our Christmas 

Baskets—they were even bigger 

than our Thanksgiving ones! 
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There are five 

Sundays in 

January, which 

means five 

opportunities to 

join us for a study 

of the prophets! 

Sunday School for 

the younger set will 

be the 3, 17, and 

31. 

Behold. The Prophets Are Coming! 

lected passages from the 

prophetic books in the 

forum.  

The remaining four weeks 

in January will each focus 

on a specific prophet: Isai-

ah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 

and Amos.  

Tim Dangel will lead the 

Adult Forum. Please 

come join us. 

future consequences and 

events? Come and find 

out!  

The Adult Forum will 

meet in Miller Hall on 

January 3 to explore the 

nature of the prophets, 

what they said, the his-

torical times in which 

they lived, and a sample 

of what they said or 

wrote. We will read se-

Mark your calendars for 

9:00 am each of the five 

Sundays of January for a 

study of the prophets.  

The fifteen books of the 

prophets are an important 

part of both the Jewish 

and Christian canon. But, 

who were the prophets? 

Were they mouthpieces 

through whom God spoke 

or were they predictors of 

Pizza Party: Sunday, January 31th at 4:30pm  

If you have a pizza pan 

(or shallow baking pan) 

that we can borrow for 

the evening, please bring 

it as the more we have, 

the faster we can get piz-

zas out to everyone.  

We will also have the 

basic ingredients such as 

pepperoni, green peppers, 

and cheese, but if there's 

a special ingredient you 

love on pizza, bring it 

with you and throw it on 

your pie.  

Hope to see you on the 

31st! 

pizza ingredients.  

You put the toppings you 

want on the pizza, and we 

will bake it for you.  

It's an easy way to have 

dinner that night plus 

time to hang out with 

friends.  

If anyone would like to 

learn how to make pizza 

dough, Michael Mangi-

apane will be on hand to 

teach folks how to make it 

starting  around 3:30pm. 

The recipe is simple and 

it can be a fun activity for 

the kids to learn.  

It's one of our favorite 

events at St. Georges, the 

“Make Your Own Pizza” 

party!  

Stop by on Sunday, Janu-

ary 31, from 4:30 to 

7:30pm and bring your 

family and friends to Mil-

ler Hall where we will 

provide the dough and 

Sunday School in January 

invited to participate.   

Sunday School meets at 

9:00 am in the classrooms 

downstairs. Please join 

us! 

The Sunday School dates 

this month are January 3, 

17 and 31.  

All young people ages 4 

through high school are 
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 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

We will celebrate Epipha-

ny at St. George’s on 

Wednesday, January 6th 

with a potluck dinner in 

Miller Hall at 7pm. This 

special gathering will be a 

time of fun and fellowship.  

Plan to bring a dish to 

share, and celebrate St. 

George’s, Epiphany and 

our community!  

Epiphany is coming!  

Epiphany is the day which 

we celebrate the 'shining 

forth' or revelation of God 

to humankind in human 

form, in the person of Je-

sus Christ.  

The observance had its 

origins in the eastern 

Christian church, and in-

cluded the birth of Jesus 

Christ; the visit of the 

three Magi who arrived in 

Bethlehem; and all of Je-

sus' childhood events, up 

to his baptism in the Jor-

dan by John the Baptist.  

The feast was initially 

based on, and viewed as a 

fulfillment of the Jewish 

Feast of Lights. The date 

was fixed on January 6.   

In the Latin church, the 

feast of Christmas was 

established before Epipha-

ny. Over time the western 

churches decided to cele-

brate Christmas on De-

cember 25. The eastern 

churches continued to 

treat January 6 as the day 

marking Jesus's birth.  

This gave rise in 

the west to the 

notion of a twelve 

day festival, start-

ing on December 

25, and ending on 

January 6, called 

the twelve days of 

Christmas.  

Epiphany Potluck Dinner: January 6 at 7pm  


