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Letter from the Rector  

wash the disciples’ feet 

and to wipe them with 

the towel that was tied 

around him. 

– John 13:3-5 

Dear Friends, 

You may recognize this 

passage from the gospel 

reading on Maundy 

Thursday; it is part of 

the lesson at the Last 

Supper when Jesus 

And during supper    

Jesus, knowing that the 

Father had given all 

things into his hands, 

and that he had come 

from God and was going 

to God, got up from the 

table, took off his outer 

robe, and tied a towel 

around himself. Then he 

poured water into a   

basin and began to 

washes the disciples’ 

feet, though that is not 

the reason I share it 

with you.  One of the 

more moving lines to me 

when I read these words 

on Maundy Thursday is 

that first verse, when 

Jesus knows that God 

has given all things into 

his hands, and that he  

     (continued on page 2) 

Safe Haven Homeless Shelter—February 22nd to March 
1st, 2015 

over the details, explain 

the various tasks/shifts, 

and indicate what do-

nations are needed. 

Daily schedule: 

 6pm: Doors open, 

men check in at reg-

istration table 

 7pm: Serve Dinner 

 8-9pm: Shower run 

to Good Samaritan 

 10pm: Lights out 

(volunteers take 

turns staying 

awake) 

 6am: Serve break-

fast 

This will be the seventh 

year that St. George’s 

has participated in Safe 

Haven, and the fifth 

year that we have host-

ed the shelter at our 

church.   

The shelter has room for 

up to 15 men, for whom 

we provide a hot dinner, 

a place to sleep, a 

hearty breakfast, and 

help with laundry and 

showers. 

Organizational Meeting 

is Sunday, Jan 25th af-

ter the 10 am service in 

Miller Hall. We will go 

 7am: Men leave for 

the day 

We will be sending via 

the parish email an 

online form OR look for 

the sign-up sheet on the 

bulletin board.  

Tasks and roles: 

Set up: On Sunday, Feb 

22nd after 10 am service 

we will need volunteers 

to help set up. 

Registration: Arrive at 

5:45 pm each evening to 

let the men into the 

church. Collect their  

     (continued on page 5) 



Letter from the Rector (cont.) 

Page 2 The Wider Circ le   

The Wider Circle 

Published monthly by 

St. George’s  

Episcopal Church 

Glenn Dale Parish 

P.O. Box 188 

7010 Glenn Dale Road 

Glenn Dale, Maryland  

20769 
 

301-262-3285  

(voice/TTY) 

302-262-0666 (fax) 

office@ 

stgeo.comcastbiz.net 

www.stgeo.org  

 

 The Rt. Rev.  

Mariann Budde,  

Bishop of Washington 

 

The Rev.  

Connie Reinhardt,  

Rector 

 

Send submissions to: 

The Rector, 

rector@ 

stgeo.comcastbiz.net 

 

Jennifer Bevan-Dangel, 

editor 
jbevandangel@yahoo.com 

 

 

Glenn Dale Parish 

Vestry 
 

Karen Horrocks, 

Senior Warden  

Roy Peterson, 

Junior Warden 
 

Mary Frances Bruce 

Tom Beal 

Tim  Dangel 

Terry Doyle 

Gene Ferrick 

Mary Koster 

Joan Marionni 
 

Lee Rowe, 

Clerk  

Ed Neuschler,  

Treasurer  

Carol Thomas,  

Bookkeeper  
 

Alix Volel-Stech,  

Convention Delegate  

Lee Rowe,  

Alternate  

Jesus and the Jewish Law 

(continued from page 1) 

came from God and was 

going to God. 

When I was in the Holy 

Land in November, one of 

the things we were told 

by our college staff the 

first day was that to be a 

pilgrim means to put 

yourself into another’s 

hands, and trusting those 

hands to support and 

guide you. I experienced 

this again and again 

while we were in Israel, 

as the college staff gave 

us not only a sense of 

safety and well being, but 

also made it possible for 

us to experience the pro-

found nature of the Holy 

Land.   

As I have reflected on 

that time, I find myself 

wondering about how this 

might apply to our every-

day lives.  That is, how 

often are we willing to 

give up control and give 

ourselves into another’s 

hands?  Who are the peo-

ple whose hands we trust 

most?   

In my experience, it is not 

easy to take our hands off 

of the controls (or the illu-

sion that we are in con-

trol) and trust enough to 

fully let go.  At times on 

my trip I could feel how 

my classmates and I were 

doing exactly that – trust-

ing that the staff would 

keep us safe, would guide 

us, would create the cir-

cumstances such that we 

could truly experience the 

holy nature of that place.  

It was a profound learn-

ing. 

Maybe you have experi-

enced a similar thing in 

your own travels.  Maybe 

it was something like an 

illness or surgery for 

yourself or a loved one 

that made you realize 

that you had to give your-

self over to the medical 

experts because you had 

come to the end of your 

own knowledge. Maybe it 

was a difficult time in 

your life when you could-

n’t find your way and had 

to trust others to point 

you in the right direction. 

But my sense is that it is 

something many of us go 

through, at one time or 

another. 

My question for our re-

flection then are these:  

do you trust God, do you 

trust Jesus Christ, in a 

deep enough way to give 

yourself into their hands?  

When might that oppor-

tunity have come up in 

your life?  Did you take it?  

What about the next time 

it does? What will you do? 

What would need to hap-

pen to enhance your trust 

enough to give yourself 

over to God’s hands, and 

what would that look 

like? 

As we continue this jour-

ney of faith and communi-

ty together, I hope we will 

have opportunity to talk 

about these things. 

Blessings, 

Connie+ 

sampling of the Hebrew  

law from Exodus, Leviti-

cus, Numbers, and Deu-

teronomy; and Jesus’ in-

terpretation of the Law.   

Everyone is invited and 

welcome to attend any or 

all of the sessions. 

Topics to be explored   

include the history of the  

first five books of the Old 

Testament (the Hebrew 

Torah); comparison with 

the King James and New 

Revised Standard Ver-

sions of the Bible; the  

Ten  Commandments; a  

The Adult Forum will con-

tinue in January with a 

four session study of Je-

sus and the Jewish law. 

The forum will be held 

Sundays at 9:00am in 

Miller Hall on January 

11, 18, and 25, and Febru-

ary 8. 
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Vestry members 

will be elected at 

the Annual 

Meeting on 

February 1. Learn 

more about what 

the vestry is and 

does and consider 

running for a 

vestry position!  

Know Your Vestry 

The remaining officers, 

Clerk and Treasurer, are 

chosen by the vestry from 

among the congregation 

at large. At our church, 

term on the vestry is two 

years in duration and 

members may serve up to 

two consecutive terms.   

Vestry members must be 

confirmed or received in 

the Episcopal Church and 

be pledging members in 

good standing of the par-

ish. 

What are the responsi-

bilities of the vestry? 

The vestry has three pri-

mary responsibilities. The 

first two are managerial: 

to take care of parish fi-

nances and the parish 

buildings. The third is to 

choose individuals to fill 

various positions of lead- 

        (continued on page 4) 

meet with the priest to 

discuss the affairs of the 

parish.  Over time the 

name of the room came to 

signify the group who 

governed a parish be-

cause it was where they 

met. While the vestry 

meeting location has 

changed, the name has 

remained the same. 

Membership 

The vestry consists of lay 

members of the church 

elected by the congrega-

tion at the annual parish 

meeting. The vestry of St. 

George’s Church–Glenn 

Dale currently has 9 

elected members.  

Each year, the vestry 

elects the Senior and Jun-

ior Wardens (in our case, 

Karen Horrocks and Roy 

Peterson are Sr. and Jr. 

Wardens, respectively). 

On February 1, 2015, St. 

George’s Church will hold 

our Annual Meeting and 

one order of business will 

be for the congregation to 

elect three members to 

the vestry.   

You may be wondering, 

“what is the vestry?” and 

“what do vestry members 

do?”  I hope to answer 

some of your questions 

and, possibly, pique your 

interest in running for a 

vestry position.   

Here are some frequently 

asked questions: 

What is a vestry?  What 

is the origin of this 

word? 

Originally the word re-

ferred to the room where 

a priest would put on 

their vestments, at which 

time local laity would 

Parish Retreat—March 14 and 15, 2015 

amount depends on the 

number attending. 

If you are interested in 

helping with the plan-

ning for the retreat, 

please see me.   

The theme will be inte-

grating prayer into daily 

life using the Book of 

Common Prayer and   

other methods. 

Peace, 

Lee 

Single room: $111-$121 

per person 

Double room: $96-$106 

per person 

Financial assistance will 

be available upon request. 

A sign up sheet is posted 

on the bulletin board.   

Please add your name if 

you plan to come since a 

deposit will be needed in 

January and the deposit 

We will finally have a par-

ish retreat and it will be 

held March 14 and 15, 

2015, at The Bishop Clag-

gett Center in Buckey-

stown, MD.   

The plan is to arrive Sat-

urday at 12:00 noon and 

to leave Sunday morning 

at 11:00am.  The costs 

listed below include three 

meals and a meeting 

space.  

For more information 

about the Center visit 

www.claggettcenter.org 
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Upcoming Sunday School Dates 

people ages 4 and up are 

invited and encouraged 

to come! 

Join us at 9:00am in the 

classrooms downstairs. 

Sunday school starts up 

again on Sunday, January 

4, and meets January 4 

and January 18.  

All children and young 

Annual Meeting to be held on Sunday, February 1 after 9:00 
am Service  

September.   

This is your opportunity 

to participate in the dem-

ocratic process as it is 

practiced in the Episcopal 

Church, so put the date 

on your calendar now.  

to Diocesan Convention, 

as well as reflect and re-

port on this past 

year.  We will give our 

thanks to outgoing vestry 

members, also hear a re-

port from the Renewal-

Works Team in follow up 

to the survey we took in 

The St. George’s Annual 

Meeting will be Sunday, 

February  1st immediate-

ly following our one 

9:00am service that day.   

At the annual meeting we 

will elect four vestry 

members and our delegate 

Know Your Vestry (cont.) 

how the service is con-

ducted.   

I hope this answers some 

of your questions about 

the vestry.  On a personal 

note, I am currently in 

my second term and have 

thoroughly enjoyed being 

a member of the St. 

George’s Vestry.  The   

experience has helped me 

gain a better understand-

ing of my strengths and 

deepened my faith as a 

member of this Christian 

community.   

I ask all of you to prayer-

fully consider running for 

a vestry position. 

Thank you, 

Mary Koster 

the St. George’s vestry 

members volunteer to be 

Vestry Person on Duty 

(VPOD) on Sundays once 

or twice each quarter.   

On these Sundays, the 

VPOD takes care of tasks 

around the church such 

as opening the classroom 

doors for Sunday school, 

ensuring that the day’s 

readers, LEMs and aco-

lytes have arrived, and 

locking up the church af-

ter service and Hospitali-

ty is complete.  When our 

rector, Connie, is on vaca-

tion or sabbatical and we 

have a substitute or 

“supply” priest, the VPOD 

gives support and an-

swers any questions on 

(continued from page 3) 

ership and representa-

tion: the choice of a rector 

and the choice of dele-

gates to the diocesan con-

vention.  The vestry also 

serves as an advisory 

council to the rector who 

by church law is the 

parish’s chief liturgical 

and pastoral officer. 

What do Vestry mem-

bers do? 

The vestry meets once a 

month to review the 

monthly financial state-

ments of the church,     

receive reports from     

various committees, and 

attend to concerns within 

the parish.  In addition, 

On February 1 

there will be one 

service at 9am, 

with our Annual 

Meeting to follow. 
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Safe Haven is an 

important and 

impactful program. 

We need your help 

to make the Shelter 

a success. Please 

look at the different 

roles and sign up 

on the bulletin 

board! 

Safe Haven Homeless Shelter (cont.) 

sides, wouldn’t want to 

hang out with Gene for a 

night?! 

Donate: If you wish to do-

nate something, we will 

have a list of needed sup-

plies. 

Get others to volunteer: 

Ask others to come assist 

with this important min-

istry. We can only man-

age this if we expand our 

“circle ever wider” and 

ask others for assistance. 

Even if you are not signed 

up for a task, you are wel-

come to join us in the 

evening to eat dinner and 

to engage with the men 

(please let us know that 

you will be coming so we 

can make enough food).  

Let’s make them feel wel-

come and part of our com-

munity. 

For more details speak to 

Joann Prosser, 

jprosser@umd.edu, or 

Gene Ferrick, 

gene@umd.edu. Thank 

you in advance for your 

help with this important, 

rewarding ministry.  

to pick up some of the 

men from the Metro (this 

is because the buses do 

not run on the weekend). 

Transporting men to 

shower and laundry: 

Each evening we will 

drive the men down the 

road to Good Samaritan 

to use their shower. On 

Tue and Thu we take the 

men to the Laundromat.  

Break down and trans-

portation to next church: 

On Sunday, Mar 1st after 

the 10 am service we will 

need volunteers to help 

drive the cots/supplies the 

next church.  

NEW ROLE; DAILY 

SHADOW: In order to 

ensure this important 

ministry continues to be 

vibrant and strong, we 

are asking for individuals 

to consider shadowing 

Joann or Gene for an 

evening. It is critical that 

more than just a couple 

people in our parish un-

derstand this ministry 

from both the big picture 

to the little details. Be-

(continued from page 1) 

registration slips and rec-

ord their attendance in 

the log. This is a really 

fun role because you get 

to greet everyone. 

Dinner: Each evening we 

will need 2-3 people to 

prepare/serve/clean up 

dinner. This year we will 

attempt to coordinate the 

menu, so as to achieve a 

varied menu and to avoid 

having to throw out food. 

Overnight: Every night it 

is best to have 3-4 people 

(men or women) stay over-

night. Each will take 

turns staying awake in 

the office. We need to 

have at least 2 people on 

site throughout the night. 

Breakfast: You can drop 

off a breakfast casserole, 

and/or help serve and 

clean up breakfast. 

Laundry: We may need 

volunteers to help with 

laundry—details to follow. 

Metro run: On Sunday, 

Feb 22nd at about 5:30 

pm we will need someone 

Were You Money Smart Over the Holidays?  

rowing, and managing 

your financial future. 

Watch the bulletin for the 

new schedule coming up 

soon! 

Our first classes, focused 

on basic banking infor-

mation , were well attend-

ed and stimulated great 

discussions. In the next 

series, we'll be diving 

deeper into credit, bor-

Wondering how to man-

age and plan your financ-

es in 2015? St. George's 

finance committee will be 

continuing classes on   

personal finance in mid-

January.  
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noon.  

The Dinner and Theme 

Besides the exciting 

things to bid on at the 

silent auction, there will 

be a wonderful dinner! 

There will be music! 

There will be costumes! 

(You need to wear one to 

make this part hap-

pen).  The theme for the 

2015 Mardi Gras is 

“Come as Your Favorite 

Saint/Martyr.” It is Saint 

Valentine’s Day – get 

it?!  The possibilities are 

endless: Joan of Arc, St. 

Francis, Marie Antoi-

nette, St. Peter, Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer, Saint Tropez, 

Yves Saint Laurent…Use 

your imagination and 

come in a wonderful cos-

tume! There will be a 

prize for the best one, so 

be creative and bold. 

Tickets 

Advance tickets are 

$25.00 and are on sale 

starting Sunday, January 

11, 2015! They can also be 

purchased at the door for 

$30.00.  

Children 10 years and 

under are free. There will 

be babysitting available 

for children, so there is no 

reason not to come! 

We look forward to seeing 

you all at this year‘s big-

gest fundraising event 

and a really wonderful 

party! 

nating a service or mak-

ing something to order 

(such as lessons like knit-

ting or music, baked 

goods, a portrait sitting, a 

tour of an interesting 

place you are knowledge-

able about) or creating a 

gift basket of food and/or 

gift items. If you work 

someplace or volunteer 

with an organization that 

would be willing to do-

nate an item for the auc-

tion, please ask them on 

behalf of St. George‘s and 

thank them for their gen-

erosity!  

Popular items in years 

past have been tickets to 

sporting events and arts 

performances, films or the 

theatre. Gift certificates 

to restaurants are always 

a top draw as are week-

end getaways at nearby 

hotels or resort proper-

ties.  

Think of asking your 

hairstylist or massage 

therapist if they would be 

willing to donate a coupon 

for a haircut or massage. 

The only way to find out 

if they will donate is to 

ask them…don‘t be shy!  

All items you or others 

donate are tax deductible 

to the value of the item. 

Any auction items can be 

dropped off at the church 

on Friday evening before 

the party, or the Saturday 

of the event starting at 

February 14th is around 

the corner and St. 

George‘s needs you to par-

ticipate in our annual 

Mardi Gras Party!  There 

are several things you can 

do to help with this annu-

al St. George’s event.    

The most important thing 

to do is to attend the par-

ty and silent auction from 

6 pm—10 pm on Saturday 

February 14th, 2015.  You 

can celebrate Mardi Gras 

and Saint Valentine’s Day 

at the same event!  

The next most important 

thing is to invite others to 

come—this is a great 

event to ask friends, fami-

ly, or neighbors to at-

tend.  Also, and some-

thing you can do in con-

junction with attending 

the event, consider donat-

ing items for the auction 

or asking others to do-

nate.  

Finally, you can volunteer 

to help with decorating 

and set up, with clean up, 

or with the auction itself. 

Helping out is a great 

way to get in-

volved and have a 

good time while 

you’re at it! 

The Silent Auc-

tion 

Please consider 

making some-

thing (such as a 

craft item), do-

February 14th—Mardi Gras Party Coming Soon! 

Mardi Gras is one 

of our favorite 

events at St. 

George’s. You can 

help make this 

evening a success—

buy tickets, bring 

friends, donate to 

the silent auction… 

most important, 

come and have fun!  
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The Confirmation 

Class for 2015 is 

now forming. 

Classes run Jan-

May and are set 

around your 

schedule. If you are 

interested, speak 

with Connie+. 

It’s Confirmation Time!  

have questions, please 

speak with Connie+.  The 

day and time of class will 

be determined by this 

year’s participants in con-

sultation with the rector.  

Class will begin in Janu-

ary and finishes with the 

service of Confirmation at 

the National Cathedral 

mid-May.  

one’s parents and godpar-

ents at baptism.  Any 

adult or teenager in high 

school or above is invited 

to the informational 

meeting on January 11.   

If you are interested in 

becoming an Episcopali-

an, if you want to renew 

your commitment to your 

faith and church, or if you 

The 2015 Confirmation 

Class is now forming.  We 

will have a meeting of an-

yone interested 

on Sunday, January 

11 after the 10:00 service.   

Confirmation is the pro-

cess by which one formal-

ly becomes an Episcopali-

an, and how one affirms 

the promises made by 

Renewal Works Survey Update  

with a snapshot of the 

survey results along with 

the recommendations 

that were developed.  In 

the meantime, if you have 

any questions, please con-

tact Milena Yang at mile-

nayang@gmail.com or 202

-498-1084 or any other 

member of the Survey 

Team.  

the survey!   

The Team was hard at 

work in October and No-

vember attending work-

shops and discussing the 

survey data.  We are cur-

rently finishing up a re-

port with recommenda-

tions to the Vestry.   

In early February, we will 

provide the congregation 

If you recall, back in Sep-

tember and October of 

2014 St. George’s engaged 

in the Renewal Works 

Survey process as a 

means to help us assess 

the spiritual vitality of 

the congregation.  The 

Survey Team is pleased to 

report that nearly 100% of 

St. Georgians completed 

Pizza Party—Sunday January 25th, 4:30pm 

the evening, please bring 

it as the more we have, 

the faster we can get piz-

zas out to everyone.  We 

will also have the basic 

ingredients everyone 

loves such as pepperoni, 

sausage, and cheese, but 

if there's a special ingre-

dient you love on pizza, 

bring it with you and 

throw it on your pie.   

Hope to see you on the 

25th!  

dinner that night plus 

time to hang out with 

friends.  If anyone would 

like to learn how to make 

pizza dough, I will be on 

hand to teach folks how to 

make it starting around 

3:30pm.  The recipe is 

simple and it can be a fun 

activity for the kids to 

learn.  

If you have a pizza pan 

(or shallow baking pan) 

that we can borrow for 

It's one of our favorite 

events at St. Georges, the 

“Make Your Own Pizza” 

party!  Stop by on Sun-

day, January 25, from 

4:30 to 7:30pm and bring 

your family and friends to 

Miller Hall where we will 

provide the dough and 

pizza ingredients.  You 

put the toppings you want 

on the pizza, and we will 

bake it for you.   

It's an easy way to have 
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 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

January 6, Epiphany International Potluck Dinner 

ny on Tuesday, January 6, 

2015 with a St. George’s 

International Potluck din-

ner in Miller Hall at 

7pm.  This special gather-

ing will be a time of fun 

and fellowship as well as a 

celebration of the cultures 

and traditions that we 

come from.   

Plan to bring a dish to 

share, from your cultural 

heritage if possible, and 

celebrate St. George’s, 

Epiphany and our commu-

nity!  Please let Roy Peter-

son know of your interest 

to participate and look for 

the signup sheet in the 

Narthex so we’ll know 

what you are bringing! 

Epiphany is coming! 

Epiphany is the day which 

we celebrate the 'shining 

forth' or revelation of God 

to mankind in human 

form, in the person of Je-

sus Christ.  

The observance had its 

origins in the eastern 

Christian church, and in-

cluded the birth of Jesus 

Christ; the visit of the 

three Magi (Caspar, Mel-

chior and Balthasar) who 

arrived in Bethlehem; and 

all of Jesus' childhood 

events, up to his baptism 

in the Jordan by John the 

Baptist.  The feast was 

initially based on, and 

viewed as a fulfillment of, 

the Jewish Feast of 

Lights. The date was fixed 

on January 6.  

In the Latin church, the 

feast of Christmas was 

established before Epipha-

ny.  Over time the western 

churches decided to cele-

brate Christmas on De-

cember 25.  The eastern 

churches continued to 

treat January 6 as the day 

marking Jesus's 

birth.  This gave rise in 

the west to the notion of a 

twelve day festival, start-

ing on December 25, and 

ending on January 6, 

called the twelve days of 

Christmas.    

 We will celebrate Epipha-


