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December Dates: 

 1, 15, 29; Study of the 

Gospel  

 2, 9, 16, 23; Bible Study 

 4; High school tree trip 

 5; St. Nicholas Party 

 6, 13; Sunday School 

 20; Basket donations due 

 24; Christmas Eve     

services 

 25; Christmas Eucharist 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

 Jan 17-24, 2016:     

Safe Haven 

 Feb 6; Mardi Gras 

Christmas 2015 at St. George’s 

 

 

 

Thursday, December 24: 5 p.m.  

Family Service with Pageant 

This service is designed with the needs of children and families in mind and is 

a wonderful celebration of the magic and mystery of Christmas. Participants in 

the pageant: come at 3:30 to get ready! 

 

 

 

Thursday, December 24: 10:00 p.m. 

Festive Eucharist 

This is a more traditional service with singing and a festive reception after-

wards. Come and celebrate the mystery and joy of Jesus’ birth.  Joy to the 

world, the Lord is come! 

 

 

 

Friday, December 25: 9:00 a.m. 

Christmas Day Eucharist 

Come celebrate the Incarnation in this quiet,  

simple, and celebratory service. 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 27: The First Sunday of 

Christmas  

8:00 am Rite II quiet Eucharist 

10:00 am Christmas Lessons and Carols 



Letter from the Rector  

Page 2 The Wider  Ci rc le   

The Wider Circle 

Published monthly by 

St. George’s  

Episcopal Church 

Glenn Dale Parish 

P.O. Box 188 

7010 Glenn Dale Road 

Glenn Dale, Maryland  

20769 
 

301-262-3285  

(voice/TTY) 

302-262-0666 (fax) 

office@ 

stgeo.comcastbiz.net 
 

Website: 

stgeorgesglenndale.org  

 

 The Rt. Rev.  

Mariann Budde,  

Bishop of Washington 

 

The Rev.  

Connie Reinhardt,  

Rector 

 

Send submissions to: 

The Rector, 

rector@ 

stgeo.comcastbiz.net 

 

Jennifer Bevan-Dangel, 

editor 
jbevandangel@yahoo.com 

 
 

Glenn Dale Parish 

Vestry 
 

Roy Peterson, 

Senior Warden  

Mary Frances Bruce, 

Junior Warden 
 

Tom Beal 

Tim  Dangel 

Terry Doyle 

Mary Koster 

Carolyn Lassiter 

Dan Ryan 

Brad Rymph 
 

Lee Rowe, 

Clerk  

Ed Neuschler,  

Treasurer  

Carol Thomas,  

Bookkeeper  
 

Alix Volel-Stech,  

Convention Delegate  

Lee Rowe,  

Alternate  

Dear Friends, 

I love the season of Ad-

vent because it is at its 

best a time of refocus and 

reorientation.  It calls us 

to a different kind of at-

tention.   

I was reminded of this 

truth recently when I was 

reading something that 

referenced the Eastern 

Orthodox tradition, which 

suggests that the essen-

tial element of prayer is 

attention.  “Without at-

tention, there is no pray-

er.” 

If prayer is about paying 

attention (to God, specifi-

cally), than Advent really 

is a time of prayer.  It is a 

time when we are called 

to pay attention to what 

is essential in our lives 

and in our faith.   

An interesting, perhaps 

challenging question to 

then ask is, what do I find 

myself paying the most 

attention to right now?  

Advertisers and market-

ers fill the space around 

us with what they want 

us to pay attention to.  

We are told what we 

should be paying atten-

tion to – and it isn’t God.   

These ‘secular Christmas’ 

messages really have no 

relation to the season of 

Advent which we observe 

these weeks of December.  

The message of Advent is 

to prepare – not to spend 

endless energy trying to 

make Christmas 

‘perfect’ (and make it look 

effortless in its perfection) 

but rather to prepare our 

hearts.  To make room for 

Jesus Christ inside of us.  

To pay attention where 

Jesus is appearing around 

us. 

Perhaps this might be a 

good focus and challenge 

for the season of Advent:  

to pay attention to where 

we need to make room for 

God within ourselves, and 

to pay attention to where 

we see signs of Jesus’ 

coming in the world 

around us.  Were we to do 

these two things, we 

would be truly observing 

the season of Advent. 

Blessings, 

Connie+  

Advent Quiet Morning December 12 

urday, December 12th.  

We will begin at 8:45 

and end at 12 noon.  

Together we will create a 

space of prayer, in hopes 

that we will truly experi-

ence Advent and create 

space for ourselves as we 

move towards Christmas.   

If you are interested in 

participating there is a 

sign up sheet on the bul-

letin board, or let Con-

nie+ know. 

The season of Advent is 

an antidote to busyness.  

It is meant to be a time to 

slow down, savor the 

waiting for Jesus’ birth, 

and reflect on what is im-

portant in our lives.  The 

purpose of an Advent 

Quiet Day it to create a 

time of quiet to do this 

reflection, if even only for 

a few hours.   

St. George’s will offer an 

Advent Quiet Day on Sat-

We often experience 

“holiday season” – gener-

ally that time between 

Thanksgiving and Christ-

mas Day – as exceedingly 

busy.  There are often ex-

tra social events and fami-

ly gatherings, while our 

normal commitments con-

tinue as usual.  Asking 

someone in December how 

they are doing often re-

sults in an answer of 

‘busy and stressed.’  
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This holiday 

season, let us take 

time to reflect on 

what we are 

fortunate enough to 

have, and what we 

are blessed enough 

to give back. 

Letter from the Vestry 

a needle than it is for a 

rich person to get into 

heaven (Matthew 19:24).  

And the Parable of the 

Last Judgement in Mat-

thew’s Gospel, I shrink 

from reading that the 

sheep and the goats are 

separated based on how 

they treated the hungry, 

sick, and those in prison.   

We are surrounded by 

messages that tell us we 

“own” our wealth, and 

that it is only out of the 

goodness of our hearts 

that we “generously share 

any tidbits from our 

bounty with those less 

fortunate.  The Scripture 

teach throughout that we 

are to use our material 

blessings for the good of 

the community, particu-

larly those less fortunate 

than we are.   

God, through his prophet 

Moses, tells the people of 

Israel: When you reap the 

harvest…do not go over 

your vineyard a second 

time to pick up the grapes 

that have fallen.  Leave     

them for the poor and the 

alien.  I am the Lord your 

God. (Leviticus 19; 9-10) 

Only in God does life have 

meaning and pleasure, 

and the appropriate re-

sponse to this gift of life is 

generosity.  Mary, sister 

of Martha, is a role model 

for us all.  During a visit        

       (continued on page 4) 

tives compete to build the 

largest cellars… Exorbi-

tantly priced champagne 

is pushed in domestic and 

foreign markets, creating 

a ready field on which the 

wealthy find new ways to 

one-up their peers. Win-

eries have long under-

stood that consumers of-

ten make purchases 

based not on taste so 

much as bragging rights. 

Financial and ethical con-

siderations about the cost 

of wine confound those 

concerned about equitable 

use of our resources.  I 

struggle to justify my pas-

sion for wine when there 

are so many suffering 

people in the world.  

From the work I do, I am 

well aware that the cost 

of a single bottle would 

buy food for a child in a 

developing country for a 

week or even a month. 

Discussion about the use 

of personal resources in 

the context of discipleship 

can make us uneasy.  I 

turn to the Bible for guid-

ance, and there I am 

faced with Jesus’ disturb-

ing pronouncement to the 

lawyer that he is to sell 

everything, give the mon-

ey to the poor and follow 

him (Mark 10; 17-22).   

I am further troubled by 

his alarming statement 

that it is easier for a cam-

el to go through the eye of 

Recently, I joined friends 

for a winery tour and tast-

ing in Hume, Virginia.  It 

was a beautiful crisp late 

fall day and, as we sipped 

our dry white wine, it re-

minded me of a book I 

read called Wine and The 

Word, Savor and Serve by 

Dr. Kurt Senske.   

Kurt is the President of 

Upbring, a Lutheran so-

cial ministry organization 

in Austin, Texas (and a 

member of Lutheran Ser-

vices in America – my em-

ployer).  In his book, Kurt 

uses wine as a metaphor 

to lead the reader in a 

conversation about faith 

and character.   

Having just determined I 

was behind on my 2015 

St. George’s pledge AND 

submitting my 2016 

pledge card, I was struck 

by the chapter titled Wine 

and Money.  So, I reached 

out to Kurt and asked if I 

could reprint (in part) this 

chapter for my vestry arti-

cle.  He gladly agreed:   

“Honor the Lord with your 

wealth and with the first 

fruits of all your produce; 

then your barns will be 

filled with plenty and your 

vats will be bursting with 

wine.  Proverbs 3:9-10 

Outrageous stories 

abound about the pur-

chase, storing and drink-

ing of wine as a status 

symbol.  Business execu-
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Letter from the Vestry (cont.) 

and returned those he 

had defrauded four times 

that amount of his lar-

ceny (Luke 10: 1-10); Lyd-

ia, a businesswoman 

whose heart was opened 

to hearing God’s Word, 

provided hospitality to 

Paul and his partners in 

ministry (Acts 16:13-15). 

Daily we encounter op-

portunities to use our re-

sources for the good of 

others and to the glory of 

God.  I reflected on this 

recently upon returning 

from my church body’s 

triennial convention. 

Much good was accom-

plished there as faithful 

men and women gath-

ered, discussed and voted 

on a number of issues to 

benefit the Church.   

I also mused that there 

may be more than a little 

truth to this Italian prov-

erb: “One barrel of wine 

can work more miracles 

than a church full of 

saints.”  In the work I do, 

wine has played a minor 

role in bringing donors 

together to support the 

important ministries of 

(continued from page 3) 

from Jesus to her home, 

Mary anoints his feet with 

expensive perfume and 

wipes them with her hair.   

Judas took offense at 

what he perceived as an 

unjustified waste of re-

sources that could have 

been given to the poor (a 

thin disguise, as it turns 

out, for his selfish mo-

tives).  Jesus commends 

Mary’s gesture as a sign 

that she had her priorities 

straight; it was a display 

not of carelessness, but of 

genuine worship.   

The story challenges us to 

rethink the criteria that 

order our priorities. 

Mary could hardly afford 

this exorbitant display of 

faith. But there are bibli-

cal characters who could 

and did use their assets in 

service to God.   

Joseph, a rich man of Ari-

mathea, placed Jesus’ 

body in his own tomb 

(Matthew 27: 57-61); Zac-

chaeus, a wealthy tax col-

lector, gave half of his 

possessions to the poor 

High Schoolers - Let’s Get the St. George’s Christmas Tree!  

Moskey or James DeMaio 

to RSVP or for more  

information. E-mail: 

jamesmichaeldemaio@ 

gmail.com. 

Lutheran Social Services.   

I recall a late evening in 

Geneva, Switzerland 

when my friend John 

Nunes and I—a bottle of 

wine spurring the imagi-

nation—developed a 

strategy and sealed the 

deal on how to mobilize 

the faith community to 

help eradicate malaria.   

Wine was also occasional-

ly on hand in the process 

of forging partnership 

with Brad Hewitt, CEO of 

Thrivent Financial.  The 

result of these efforts... 

was a plan to strengthen 

and expand the mission of 

the organization.   

Let our vision for using 

our resources in God’s 

service embrace the com-

munit in all its shapes 

and sizes.  Let us become 

rich in good works. For 

the fruit that we bear is 

evident that as vines to 

the branch, so are we con-

nected to Christ, the 

source of life.”  

- Mary Koster 

the church's tree.  

We will be meeting at St. 

George's at 6:30pm on 

Friday, December 4th. 

Please contact Gabrielle 

In preparation for the 

coming king (and St. Nick 

festivities) St. George's 

High School youth are 

invited to do their part by 

cutting and transporting 
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St. George’s relies 

on your support! 

Please make sure 

you are up to date 

on your pledge 

commitment and 

consider making a 

special year-end 

donation.  

It’s Christmas Pageant Time!  

November 29th. Rehears-

als for speaking parts will 

be at 9am every Sunday 

beginning December 6th 

and Thursday evenings 

beginning December 3rd.  

If you have any questions, 

please reach out to Gabri-

elle at gabriellemoskey 

@gmail.com.  

play is on Christmas Eve 

(December 24 ) at 5pm. 

Non-speaking roles only 

need to come to a Thurs-

day rehearsal one week 

before Christmas Eve and 

a rehearsal a few hours 

prior to the performance.  

Speaking parts will be 

decided at an informal 

table reading on Sunday, 

This year's Nativity play 

will be super exciting be-

cause it's never been per-

formed before! I know 

you've been dreaming of 

being part of a world 

premiere, so now's the 

time to sign-up in the 

Narthex on one of those 

handy sign-up sheets.  

Now to the details: The 

Our Study of the Gospel of John Begins on December 1  

Kittredge and her book 

Conversations with Scrip-

ture: The Gospel of John, 

along with Bishop John 

Shelby Spong's The 

Fourth Gospel: Tales of  a 

Jewish Mystic.   

If you are interested in 

this study, please contact 

Terry Doyle, Terrence 

Doyle@msn.com or let 

Connie+ know.  

The group will meet on 

Tuesday evenings at 7:00 

p.m. every other week on 

the "odd Tuesdays" of 

each month beginning in 

December and going 

through May.   

In that way, we will ex-

amine the entire gospel 

and reflect on the com-

mentary offered by two 

scripture scholars.  These 

include Cynthia Briggs 

Join the study group led 

by Connie+ and Terry 

Doyle as we take a close 

look at the Gospel of 

John.  We will examine 

what makes this account 

of the story of Jesus and 

his ministry different 

from the other gospels 

and grapple with some of 

its lessons as they apply 

to our own personal and 

collective faith life.   

Giving Updates: Current Year and Upcoming for Christmas 

Last year’s budget deficit 

was due in part to lower-

than-expected Christmas/

end-of-year donations. We 

are hoping for strong 

Christmas giving this 

year.  

If you make a special do-

nation, please make sure 

it says “Christmas” in the 

memo line. Thank you! 

statement. 

Special Donations for 

Christmas: As you plan 

your Christmas giving, 

please remember St. 

George’s. Although regu-

lar pledges make up the 

bulk of our income 

(roughly 75%), we also 

count on special dona-

tions around major feast 

days like Easter and 

Christmas. 

Current Year: As of mid-

November, our pledge rev-

enue for this year was 

still a few thousand dol-

lars short of (year-to-date) 

budget. If you’ve fallen 

behind, any effort to catch 

up would be much appre-

ciated - we don’t want to 

end 2015 with a deficit!  

If you’re not sure where 

you stand, Ed or Carol 

can get you an updated 



Page 6 The Wider  Ci rc le   

It’s Confirmation Time: Informational Meeting January 3! 

please speak with Con-

nie+.   

The day and time of class 

will be determined by this 

year’s participants in con-

sultation with the rector. 

Class will begin in Janu-

ary and finishes with the 

service of Confirmation at 

the National Cathedral 

mid-May. 

the promises made by 

one’s parents and godpar-

ents at baptism.  Any 

adult or teenager in high 

school or above is invited 

to the informational 

meeting on January 3.   

If you are interested in 

becoming an Episcopali-

an, if you want to renew 

your commitment to your 

faith and church, or if you 

if you have any questions, 

If you would like to be 

part of the 2015 Confir-

mation Class, your oppor-

tunity is coming!  There 

will be a meeting of any-

one interested in Confir-

mation on Sunday, Janu-

ary 3 following the 10:00 

service.   

Confirmation is the pro-

cess by which one formal-

ly becomes an Episcopali-

an, and how one affirms 

Wednesday Night Bible Study for Advent 

Isaiah 7:14, 9:2-7, Ro-

mans 12:1-2 

December 16: Jeremiah 

3:31-35, Micah 5:2-5a, 

Matthew 1:18-2:15 

December 23: Psalm 34:1-

18, Matthew 1:1-17, Luke 

2:8-20 

is welcome.   

Here are the lessons we 

will be looking at each 

Wednesday: 

December 2: Daniel 7:9-

28, Isaiah 40:9-11, and  

Luke 1:67-79 

December 9: Luke 1:5-55; 

In December as we ob-

serve the season of Ad-

vent, the Wednesday Bi-

ble Study will focus on 

Advent-themed lessons.  

If you are looking for a 

spiritual practice during 

Advent season, consider 

attending.  Everyone who 

would like to participate 

St Nicholas Party 

wonderful time of fun, 

food, and fellowship for 

all ages, not just kids.  

We will make St. Nicho-

las themed crafts and dec-

orate a Christmas tree, 

while munching cookies 

and sipping hot chocolate. 

Pizza and salad will be 

provided for dinner.   

Perhaps there will be a 

surprise visit by Bishop 

Nicholas himself! 

particular children, sail-

ors, and prisoners.  

St. Nicholas Day is ob-

served on December 6 on 

the church calendar, and 

that means…it’s time 

for a party! 

The annual St. Nicholas 

party will be held on Sat-

urday, December 5, from 

4:00.until 7:00 p.m..  This 

is a long tradition at St 

George’s, and is always a 

Who was Saint Nicholas? 

Nicholas was born during 

the Third Century A.D., 

and became Bishop of My-

ra (in what is now Tur-

key) at a young age. There 

are many stories about 

his generosity, his love for 

children, and his care for 

those in need.   

Today he may be the pa-

tron saint of more causes 

than any other saint, in 
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Mardi Gras will be 

held February 6,   

6-10pm. This is our 

most popular 

fundraiser for St. 

George’s because it 

is such a fun time! 

Tickets are $28 in 

advance and will 

be available 

starting in 

January. 

February 6th Mardi Gras Party is coming soon!  

The theme for the 2016 

Mardi Gras is “The Acad-

emy Awards.” The 88th 

Academy Awards will be 

presented on Sunday Jan-

uary 28th 2016 and this 

allows us to come as our 

favorite actor, character, 

movie title or even 

song.  For those who are 

more into theatre, think 

of all the plays and musi-

cal that have been turned 

into movies!   

The possibilities are end-

less: Greta Garbo, ET, 

Titanic, Ben Hur, Paul 

Newman Salad Dressing, 

Ghostbusters or even 

something from the cur-

rent nominees that will 

be announced on Thurs-

day January 14, 2016.   

Use your imagination and 

come in a wonderful cos-

tume! There will be a 

prize for the best one, so 

be creative and bold. 

Tickets 

Advance tickets are 

$28.00 and are on sale 

starting Sunday, January 

10, 2016. They can also be 

purchased at the door for 

$35.00. Children ten 

years and under are free. 

There will be babysitting 

available for children, so 

there is no reason not to 

come. 

We look forward to seeing 

you at this year‘s biggest 

fundraising event and a 

really wonderful party! 

If you work someplace or 

volunteer with an organi-

zation that would be will-

ing to donate an item for 

the auction, please ask 

them on behalf of St. 

George‘s and thank them 

for their generosity!  

Popular items in years 

past have been tickets to 

sporting events, arts per-

formances, films or the 

theatre.  Gift certificates 

to restaurants are always 

a top draw as are week-

end getaways at nearby 

hotels or resort proper-

ties.  

Think of asking your 

hairstylist or massage 

therapist if they would be 

willing to donate a coupon 

for a haircut or massage. 

The only way to find out 

if they will donate is to 

ask them…don‘t be shy!  

All items you or others 

donate are tax deductible 

to the value of the item. 

Any auction items can be 

dropped off at the church 

on Friday evening before 

the party, or the Saturday 

of the event between 12 

noon and 4 pm. 

The Dinner and Theme 

Besides the exciting 

things to bid on at the 

silent auction, there will 

be a wonderful dinner! 

There will be music! 

There will be costumes! 

(You need to wear one to 

make this part happen).   

February 6th is practical-

ly around the corner and 

St. George‘s needs you to 

participate in our annual 

Mardi Gras Party!  There 

are several things you can 

do to help with this annu-

al St. George’s event.    

The most important thing 

to do is to attend the par-

ty and silent auction from 

6 pm – 10 pm on Saturday 

night February 6th, 2016.   

The next most important 

thing is to invite others to 

come; this is a great event 

to ask friends, family, or 

neighbors to attend.  Also, 

and something you can do 

in conjunction with at-

tending the event, consid-

er donating items for the 

auction or asking others 

to donate.  

Finally, you can volunteer 

to help with decorating 

and set up, clean up, or 

the auction itself. Helping 

out is a great way to get 

involved and have a good 

time while you’re at it!  

The Silent Auction 

Please consider making 

something (such as a craft 

item), donating a service 

or making something to 

order (such as lessons like 

knitting or music; baked 

goods, a portrait sitting, a 

tour of an interesting 

place you are knowledgea-

ble about) or creating a 

gift basket of food and/or 

gift items.  
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 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

 8:00 service attendees 

and adult forum partic-

ipants 

 Hospitality Committee 

 Ad-hoc (everyone join 

in!) 

Once again, everyone is 

welcome to help one or 

more of the groups meet 

the challenge.  

Collection baskets are in 

the hallway.  The baskets 

should be completed by 

Sunday, December 20th, 

and will be delivered Mon-

day or Tuesday of Christ-

mas week.  See the list on 

the bulletin board for rec-

ommended foods and 

items. 

Competitive? Yes. Gener-

ous? ABSOLUTELY!   

Once again, St. Georgian’s 

lived up to their reputa-

tion of “AWESOME”, fill-

ing over six baskets with 

fresh fruits and vegeta-

bles, canned goods, hams, 

bakery goods, and des-

serts to share with mem-

bers of the com-

munity who need-

ed a little help at 

Thanksgiving this 

year. 

Early on, the Fi-

nance Committee 

set the pace, fill-

ing their basket to 

the brim. Not to 

be outdone, the 

other four committees 

quickly caught up.  With 

the help of the entire 

church, the food baskets 

looked like large cornuco-

pia and were a wonderful 

reflection of St. George’s 

generosity. 

Now the countdown to 

Christmas begins and 

with it comes a second 

challenge.  Can we fill five 

more food basket?   Will 

the following groups meet 

the challenges by filling a 

basket? 

 Buildings and Grounds 

Committee 

 Children and Youth 

Sunday School classes 

Holiday Food Baskets 


