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December Dates: 

 2, 16, 30; Mark Study 

 6; St. Nicholas Party 

 7; Adult Education 

 7, 14; Sunday School 

 10; Wednesday Eucha-

rist resumes 

 13; quiet morning 

 14; clothing drive ends 

Christmas 2014 at St. George’s 

Wednesday, December 24, 5 p.m. Family Service with Pageant 

This service is designed with the needs of children and families in mind and is a 

wonderful celebration of the magic and mystery of Christmas. 

Participants in the pageant: come at 3:30 to get ready! 

 

 

 

Wednesday, December 24: 10:00 p.m.  Festive Eucharist 

This is a more traditional service with singing and a festive reception after-

wards. Come and celebrate the mystery and joy of Jesus’ birth.   

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

 

 

 

Thursday, December 25, 9:00 a.m. Christmas Day Eucharist 

Come celebrate the Incarnation in this quiet, simple, and celebratory service. 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 28: The First Sunday of Christmas 

 8:00 am Rite II quiet Eucharist 

10:00 am Christmas Lessons and Carols 
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 Dear Friends, 

"Now you are the body of 

Christ and individually 

members of it."  

- 1 Corinthians 12:27 

Normally, you would find 

a letter from Connie+ in 

this space.  However, with 

Connie on sabbatical, you 

stuck with me this month. 

While I don't have   Con-

nie's way with words. I'll 

do my best. 

I have been thinking 

about the many gifts of 

the people of St. George's 

and how those gifts are 

keeping St. George's 

thriving while Connie is 

away. Our secretary Dan-

nielle has been taking 

care of the office. Our 

treasure Ed and 

bookkeeper Carol have 

been managing our fi-

nances.  

The Pastoral Care team 

has been taking care of 

the pastoral needs of the 

parish. The Buildings and 

Grounds committee has 

been dealing with build-

ing issues.  

The Outreach committee 

has been planning a 

warm clothing drive for 

local children recently 

arrived from Central 

America. These are just 

some of the ways that the 

people of St. George's  

contribute throughout the 

year, not just when    

Connie+ is away. 

Like the passage from 1 

Corinthians says, we are 

all given different gifts 

and we all use those gifts 

to make up the body of 

Christ. Each of us contrib-

uting our gifts makes St. 

George's the wonderful 

place that it is and allows 

us to be the body of Christ 

in the world. 

As Advent begins, we 

could use this season of 

reflection to think about 

our gifts and how we can 

best use them at St. 

George's.  

If you are not sure where 

to begin, you could sign 

up to help at our annual 

St. Nicholas Party on   

December 6 from 4 to 

7pm. It is a time of fun, 

food, and fellowship for 

all ages, not just kids. 

Finally, I want to thank 

everyone who contributes 

their gifts to St. George's. 

You have certainly made 

my job as senior warden 

easier while Connie has 

been away. 

Peace, 

Karen 

Rector's Discretionary Fund in Need of Replenishment  

point where it could use 

some replenishing.   

If anyone would like to 

contribute, please make 

sure your donation is 

clearly marked "RDF" or 

"Discretionary Fund."   

Thank you for your sup-

port! 

utility bill, or some other 

concern.  Using this rec-

tor's discretionary fund, 

Connie+ is able to give 

direct help to assist those 

experiencing financial 

difficulties.   

The RDF is funded by do-

nations, and it is at the 

The rector has at her dis-

posal funds for outreach 

and help for those in need, 

which she gives out as 

these needs arise.   

For instance, there might 

be a parishioner or some-

one in the community who 

needs help with rent, or a 
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December can be 

one of the busiest 

months of the 

year. Make sure to 

take time for quiet 

reflection this 

holiday season. 

Sometimes We Can Do Too Much 

School in DC.  One day 

each week the school 

gathers for 40 minutes in 

Quaker fashion - they sit 

in silence.  It is a time for 

spiritual receptivity. If a 

person feels moved by 

God to speak, then they 

do.  But there may be 

nothing said at all.  The 

students told me that 

they look forward to this 

quiet time each week – 

wouldn’t you? 

Consider taking a breath 

for yourself and for your 

health, especially during 

this holiday season. May-

be you can turn it into a 

daily moment. 

If you need an event - we 

will hold a big Mardi 

Gras Celebration in Feb-

ruary  woo hoo!  

- Gene Ferrick 

and perhaps decide to do 

less.  During the Fall the 

Vestry decided that the 

Fall Fling did not have 

enough tickets sold or vol-

unteers to help, so it was 

cancelled.   

Perhaps you thought this 

was terrible or sad, but I 

do not.  Hey, the fall is a 

busy time with school and 

holidays. It is OK that we 

take a breath from an 

event. I think that we al-

ways need to consider the 

activities that we do be-

cause if we do too much 

we will burn ourselves 

out.  We can save some of 

our ambitious energy and 

channel it into something 

better in the future.   

Last week I spoke with 

some high school students 

from Sidwell Friends 

I believe I may speak for 

most of us by saying we 

do too much.  Go here  go 

there  pick him up  pick 

her up  rah rah, go team! 

- family gathering  

friends gathering  wed-

ding  work  school  

church.  Then someone 

will say that perhaps we 

should do less and take 

some time for ourselves.  

As Connie+ starts a ser-

vice she asks us to take a 

breath, just so we can let 

our mind and spirit have 

a moment away from our 

outside forces. So, we 

pause, and then at an-

nouncement time some of 

us jump up to proclaim 

the activities that we will 

be doing  go St. George’s! 

It is worthwhile to consid-

er ALL that we are doing, 

Advent Quiet Morning December 13  

Morning on Saturday, 

December 13, beginning 

at 8:45 and ending at 12 

noon.   

Together we will create a 

space of prayer, in hopes 

that we will truly experi-

ence Advent and create 

space for ourselves as we 

move towards Christmas.   

If you are interested in 

participating, there will 

be a sign up sheet on the 

bulletin board. 

The season of Advent is, 

in its essence, an antidote 

to busy-ness.  It is meant 

to be a time to slow down, 

savor the waiting for Je-

sus’ birth, and reflect on 

what is important in our 

lives.   

The purpose of an Advent 

Quiet Day it to create a 

time of quiet to do this 

reflection, if even only for 

a few hours.  St. George’s 

will offer an Advent Quiet 

We often experience a 

very busy “holiday sea

son” which refers to that 

time between Thanksgiv-

ing and Christmas Day.   

There are often extra so-

cial events and family 

gatherings, while our nor-

mal commitments contin-

ue as usual.  Asking 

someone in December how 

they are doing often re-

sults in an answer of 

‘busy and stressed.’ 
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Upcoming Sunday School Dates 

invited and encouraged to 

come these Sundays at 

9:00 am in the classrooms 

downstairs. 

hearsal on December 21 

at 9:00. 

All children and young 

people ages 4 and up are 

Sunday School for all ages 

meets on Sundays Decem-

ber 7 and 14, with the 

Christmas pageant re-

Ensuring Our Future 

she—like us—sees value 

in ensuring the future of 

St. George’s. 

Want to make or increase 

your pledge? Pledge cards 

can be found in the Nar-

thex.  

the way to our goal!  

Particularly exciting is 

the fact that Bishop Mari-

anne Budde has made a 

generous donation to sup-

port this campaign. We 

are thrilled by her sup-

port and the fact that 

We continue to make pro-

gress towards our goal for 

Ensuring Our Future. 

Thank you to everyone 

who has made a pledge or 

increased their pledge. We 

now have over $210,000 

in pledges—almost 85% of 

January 6, Epiphany International Potluck Dinner 

Spanish. 

 We will celebrate Epiph-

any on Tuesday, January 

6, 2015 with a St. 

George’s International 

Potluck dinner in Miller 

Hall at 7 pm.  This spe-

cial gathering will be a 

time of fun and fellowship 

as well as a celebration of 

the cultures and tradi-

tions that we come from.   

Plan to bring a dish to 

share, from your cultural 

heritage if possible, and 

celebrate St. George’s, 

Epiphany and our com-

munity!  Please let Roy 

Peterson know of your 

interest to participate and 

look for the signup sheet 

in the Narthex so we’ll 

know what you are bring-

ing! 

was fixed on January 6. 

 In the Latin church, the 

feast of Christmas was 

established before Epiph-

any.  Over time the west-

ern churches decided to 

celebrate Christmas on 

December 25.  The east-

ern churches continued to 

treat January 6 as the 

day marking Jesus's 

birth.  This gave rise in 

the west to the notion of a 

twelve day festival, start-

ing on December 25, and 

ending on January 6, 

called the twelve days of 

Christmas.    

Some Christian cultures 

— especially those of Lat-

in America — extend it to 

40 days, ending on Can-

dlemas on February 2, 

known as Candelaria in 

It is that time of year 

again – Epiphany is com-

ing! Epiphany is the day 

which we celebrate the 

'shining forth' or revela-

tion of God to mankind in 

human form, in the per-

son of Jesus Christ.  

The observance had its 

origins in the eastern 

Christian church, and in-

cluded the birth of Jesus 

Christ; the visit of the 

three Magi (Caspar, Mel-

chior and Balthasar) who 

arrived in Bethlehem; and 

all of Jesus' childhood 

events, up to his baptism 

in the Jordan by John the 

Baptist.   

The feast was initially 

based on, and viewed as a 

fulfillment of, the Jewish 

Feast of Lights. The date 
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Having a hard 

time finding us on 

Facebook? Make 

sure to like both 

“St. George's  

Episcopal Church, 

Glenn Dale,  

Maryland” and 

“Friends of St.  

George's Episcopal 

Church  

Glenn Dale, MD” 

It’s Confirmation Time!  

if you have any questions, 

please speak with Con-

nie+.  The day and time of 

class will be determined 

by this year’s participants 

in consultation with the 

rector.  

Class will begin in Janu-

ary and finishes with the 

service of Confirmation at 

the National Cathedral 

mid-May.  

the promises made by 

one’s parents and godpar

ents at baptism.  Any 

adult or teenager in high 

school or above is invited 

to the informational 

meeting on January 11.   

If you are interested in 

becoming an Episcopali-

an, if you want to renew 

your commitment to your 

faith and church, or if you 

The 2015 Confirmation 

Class is in the process of 

forming.  We will have a 

meeting of anyone inter-

ested in Confirmation 

on Sunday, January 

11 following the 10:00 

service.   

Confirmation is the pro-

cess by which one formal-

ly becomes an Episcopali-

an, and how one affirms 

Mark Study 

through a grant from our 

Ensuring Our Future 

funds.  

We will use two texts 

along with reading the 

entirety of the Gospel.  

Books will be provided 

The study of the gospel of 

Mark meets on Tuesdays, 

December 2, 16, and 30 

from 7:00 – 8:45 pm. 

Wednesday Evening Chapel Service 

and holy time during this 

hectic season!   

December 10 at 7:00 pm. 

Join us for this reflective 

Wednesday Chapel Eu-

charist will resume on 

Sunday Morning Adult Education – The Apocrypha 

education classes will re-

sume January 11 with a 

four-week study of Jewish 

laws as found in the To-

rah (the first five books of 

the Bible), the Jews in the 

The study of the Apocry-

pha will conclude on De-

cember 7:  Prayer of Ma-

nasseh and Psalm 151.   

Sunday morning adult 

time of Jesus, and Jesus’ 

interpretation of the law.  

That class will run Janu-

ary 11, 18, 25 and Febru-

ary 1.  

New and Improved Website 

newsletter archives, and 

more.  

Visit the site at http://

stgeoweb.wordpress.com/ 

(with many amazing 

posts from Connie’s time 

in Israel!), more infor-

mation on out outreach 

programs and parish life, 

Have you seen the new 

website? That’s right, St. 

George’s has a new face 

online. The new website 

includes a Rector’s blog 
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Food assistance is also 

provided in our parish 

support of Help by Phone, 

which runs food panties 

throughout the county. 

St. George's is exploring a 

partnership with Trinity 

Moravian Church by 

providing volunteers on 

Mondays to staff the food 

pantry. If you'd like to 

volunteer, please let Mary 

Frances Bruce or Karen 

Horrocks know and you'll 

be connected with the 

right person to learn 

more.  

And don't forget, our Feb-

ruary week to host the 

Safe Haven Shelter is on 

the horizon. You can help 

by donating food, helping 

with set up and clean up, 

greeting our guests at the 

check-in table, spending 

the night, or in many oth-

er ways. Just ask Joanne 

Prosser, Gene Ferrick, or 

any member of the out-

reach committee for more 

information.  

the needs of over 1600 

newly arrived children 

who don't have winter 

clothing.  

You can help by bringing 

your donations anytime 

up to December 14. New 

and gently used adult 

small or medium jackets, 

and Target gift cards are 

needed in addition to win-

ter accessories.  

You can drop the dona-

tions at church in the 

marked bin. Please give 

gift card donations to 

Randy Haselton or Peggy 

Alexander, or place them 

in the collection basket in 

an envelope clearly 

marked "Advent Warm 

Clothing Drive."  

The outreach committee 

has collected donations to 

provide food baskets for a 

Thanksgiving to local 

families. The sign up list 

for donations was filled 

immediately by generous 

parishioners!  

This fall, St. George's is 

stepping forward with 

new outreach activities. 

Our focus reflects the pri-

orities parishioners iden-

tified in the outreach sur-

vey we completed during 

the summer.  

Our wonderful summer 

included painting the 

Gaywood Elementary Li-

brary and continuing our 

witness to God's inclusive 

love with our joyful pres-

ence at Pride. Summer is 

over, but as we enter the 

winter months, we are 

embracing our commit-

ment to outreach with 

warm energy!  

We are reaching out to 

help children and doing 

our part to help immi-

grants, with our Advent 

Warm Clothing Drive. 

Our donations of warm 

hats, gloves, scarves, 

socks and coats will help 

the Prince George's Coun-

ty School District meet 

Gloves, Coats and Meals—Extending our Reach 

Give to St. George’s While You Shop! 

And don’t forget to buy 

your gift cards—either 

after service or online. 

They make great gifts, or 

you can buy some in ad-

vance to help budget your 

holiday shopping.  

Thank you for supporting 

St. George’s with your 

holiday shopping! 

Amazon sale to St. 

George’s. We are listed as 

“Glenn Dale Parish” on 

Amazon.  

For those purchases not 

on Amazon, use iGive.com 

to donate a portion of oth-

er online sales to the 

church.  

A lot of us do holiday 

shopping online. Did you 

know that you can sup-

port St. George’s with eve

ry purchase?  

That’s right—there are 

two ways you can give 

with online shopping. Use 

AmazonSmile.com to do-

nate a portion of every 
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The Parish Retreat 

will be held in 

March—but please 

let us know now if 

you are planning to 

attend! We hope 

everyone can be 

part of this 

weekend. 

Parish Retreat 

 Double room: $96-

$106 per person 

Tentatively, arrival time 

is from 12:00-1:00pm, 

with lunch served at 

12:00pm. Check in would 

be 2:00pm or a bit earlier. 

Financial assistance will 

be available upon request; 

the goal is for everyone 

who wants to participate 

to do so, without cost be-

ing a factor.   

There is a sign up sheet 

on the bulletin board to 

After years of discussion, 

we will finally have a par-

ish retreat!  It will be 

held March 14 and 15, 

2015, at The Bishop Clag-

gett Center in Buckey-

stown, MD.   

The plan is to arrive Sat-

urday morning and to 

leave Sunday.  The costs 

listed below include three 

meals and a meeting 

space. 

 Single room: $111-

$121 per person 

Advent Activities for Children of All Ages 

 

December 24th, 3:00 

pm: Christmas Pageant 

Dress Rehearsal ( all ag-

es) 

 

In other youth group 

news, we're planning a 

mission trip for late June 

or early July of 2015.   

We had a very successful 

Pancake breakfast to 

kickoff fundraising for 

this trip! We are planning 

a parent meeting for Sun-

day, December 14 after 

10:00 service.  If your 

child is 13-21 and might 

be interested in going on 

a week-long mission trip 

to North Carolina, please 

attend this info session.  

Advent is always our busi-

est season in Sunday 

School.  We have lots of 

different events for kids of 

all ages! Please find one 

to match your kids' ages 

and interests and we'll see 

you there :) 

 

December 6th, 8:30-

11:30 am: Christmas Tree 

Cutting Pizza party (Ages 

14 and up) 

 

December 6th 4-7pm:  

St. Nicholas Party (All 

ages) 

 

Every Sunday, Decem-

ber 7 until Christmas 

Eve, 9am: Christmas 

Pageant Rehearsal (All 

ages) 

 

give us an idea of how 

many people are interest-

ed. If you think you may 

want to come, please 

make sure to indicate 

this.  We need to get an 

idea of numbers in order 

to make a deposit and 

hold the space. 

Please look for the sheet 

and take a moment to in-

dicate whether you are 

interested. If you have 

any questions, please con-

tact Lee Rowe. 
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 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

St Nicholas Party 

and sipping hot chocolate. 

The party is free; however, 

in the spirit of St. Nicho-

las, we ask that you bring 

a warm winter hat, scarf, 

or gloves to be given 

through St. George’s out

reach to children or ado-

lescents who need them. 

We will order pizza but 

will  need some help with 

food (a tray of macaroni & 

cheese, a bag of salad 

greens or salad dressing, 

more Christmas cookies) 

and drinks (juice, cider, or 

hot-chololate), and set-up 

and clean-up. If you can 

help with any of these or 

have questions, please 

contact Tim Dangel. 

Who was Saint Nicholas, 

really? Nicholas was born 

during the third century 

A.D., and became Bishop 

of Myra (in what is now 

Turkey) at a young age.  

There are many stories 

about his generosity, his 

love for children, and his 

care for those in need, and 

today he may be 

the patron saint 

of more causes 

than any other 

saint, in particu-

lar children, sail-

ors, and prison-

ers.  

St. Nicholas Day 

is observed on 

December 6 on 

the church calendar, and 

that means…it’s time for a 

party! 

We will have a St. Nicho-

las party Saturday, De-

cember 6, from 4:00.until 

7:00.  This is a long-time 

tradition at St George’s, 

and is always a wonderful 

time of fun, food, and fel-

lowship for all ages, not 

just kids.  

We will make St. Nicholas 

Christmas tree orna-

ments, finish decorating 

the Christmas tree that 

our youth cut, perhaps 

have a surprise visit by 

Bishop Nicholas himself, 

and sing Christmas carols 

while munching cookies 


