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Letter from the Rector  

dwell in your hearts 

through faith, as you 

are being rooted and 

grounded in love. 

These are the words of 

the Apostle Paul from 

the letter to the Ephe-

sians.  A parish leader-

Dear Friends, 

I pray that, according to 

the riches of his glory, 

he may grant that you 

may be strengthened in 

your inner being with 

power through his Spir-

it, and that Christ may 

ship team that met re-

cently opened our meet-

ing with a bit of reflec-

tionon this passage, and 

I wanted to share it 

with you.   

I find it a wonderful  

     (continued on page 2) 

August Dates: 

  22; Washington Na-

tionals Game  

 

September Dates: 

 14; Adult Education 

starts 

 19-21; Camping Trip 

 20; RenewalWorks 

survey begins 

 

 Coming up: 

October 18; Fall Party 

 

 

How Manifold Are Your Works, O God!   
Season of Creation is Just around the Corner 

complete with a camp-

fire and a film and an 

outdoor Eucharist on 

Sunday, September 21 

for the 10:00 service at 

Greenbelt Park.  The 

8:00 service will be held 

in the church, as usual. 

(Further information 

about taking part in the 

camping trip can be 

found on page 4.)  

We wrap up the season 

with River Sunday on 

September 28. 

If you are interested in 

joining our planning 

committee for this cele-

bration of creation, 

please contact Terry 

Doyle or speak with 

Connie+. 

to Greenbelt National 

Park to boot.   

On September 7, we 

will mark Forest Sun-

day as we feel the pres-

ence of trees and plants.  

Then we move to Sep-

tember 14 to celebrate 

all of life on the Earth 

as we observe Land 

Sunday.   

On the third weekend of 

September we will hold 

our annual parish 

camping trip in Green-

belt National Park.  

What better location for 

Wilderness Sunday.   

The festivities for that 

weekend will include a 

Saturday evening expe-

riential prayer service 

I can envision the unre-

strainable joy with 

which the psalmist cele-

brates the incredible  

diversity of nature in 

Psalm 104.  And then 

the psalmist continues:  

“…in wisdom you have 

made them all; the earth 

is full of your creatures.” 

We will have an oppor-

tunity to experience a 

measure of this joy as we 

observe the Season of 

Creation this September.  

It is a season to reflect 

upon God’s relationship 

with all of the created 

world and everything in 

it that lives.   

We will observe the sea-

son on four Sundays, and 

throw in a camping trip 
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prayer, one that sums up 

what I hope that we want 

for each other and for our 

community of St. 

George’s:  that we contin-

ue to be strengthened 

through the Holy Spirit, 

that Jesus may continual-

ly dwell in our hearts, 

and that we be rooted and 

grounded in God’s love. 

Though we are deep in 

the throes of summer 

right now, that prayer for 

our members and our life 

together reminds me of 

the work that I and par-

ish leaders are doing even 

in these quieter months to 

live into Paul’s words.   

Though it is high sum-

mer, we are still here for 

worship; much planning 

for the fall and programs 

is going on; and the lead-

ership team for the pro-

gram RenewalWorks has 

started our work.   

You can read more about 

that in the newsletter, 

but in short Renewal-

Works is a program that 

the diocese is offering 

that centers on measuring 

the spiritual health of our 

members – you and me.  

In September you will be 

asked (and invited, and 

strongly encouraged) to 

participate in a survey 

that will give us a snap-

shot of where St. George’s 

is spiritually.   

About a dozen parishes in 

the diocese are participat-

ing in this program, 

which the bishop and di-

ocesan staff are dedicat-

ing resources and time to 

support.  I myself am very 

excited about us continu-

ing to grow and learn as a 

parish who we are and 

what we need to be doing 

to stay strong and 

healthy.  I hope you are 

as well. 

Meanwhile, my hope is 

that you are having a 

good summer, and I ask 

that you continue to pray 

for St. George’s, for each 

other, and for me, that we 

continue to be rooted and 

grounded in the love of 

Christ. 

Blessings, 

Connie+ 

RenewalWorks—Survey to Begin on September 20th 

alWorks team: Josephine 

Ross, Andrew Dangel, 

Tim Dangel, Carolyn Las-

siter, Jay Tobias, Terry 

Doyle, Milena Yang, Sa-

rah O’Brien, Jeffery Wil-

liams, Terry Lawlah, 

Anne Rowe.   

You are also welcome 

read more about the    

RenewalWorks process at 

www.renewalworks.org. 

will begin on Sunday, 

September 20th and for 

anyone who does not have 

access to the internet, we 

will have opportunities to 

complete the survey at 

church after Sunday ser-

vices.   

The survey will take 

about 30 minutes to com-

plete.  If you have any 

questions, please speak 

with Mary Koster or any 

of the members of Renew-

As a next step in the En-

suring Our Future cam-

paign, St. George’s 

Church will conduct an 

anonymous, confidential, 

online survey of all church 

members age 12 and up, 

to learn our spiritual 

practices.   

The purpose of this survey 

is to inform our spiritual 

development, adult educa-

tion and Sunday school 

programs.  The process 



Thanks to everyone who 

took out outreach survey 

this April! The purpose of 

the survey was to get an 

idea of the outreach prior-

ities of the congregation 

so that we can be sure 

that our resources are 

being used appropriately.  

The top five issues and 

activities were as follows: 

Top 5 Issues: 

 Poverty and hunger 

 Children and schools 

ities that address issues 

that are important to St. 

George's. If you are inter-

ested in supporting these 

activities or if you have 

some outreach ideas of 

your own, please consider 

joining the Outreach 

Committee!  

For more information, 

please speak to Karen 

Horrocks or Mary 

Frances Bruce.  

 Environment 

 Housing and home-

lessness 

 LGBTQ issues 

Top 5 Activities: 

 Food pantry 

 Safe Haven 

 Lenten project - Local 

 Gaywood Elementary 

School 

 LGBTQ lobbying 

As you can see, it looks 

like we are already put-

ting our energy into activ-
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Thank you to 

everyone who 

helped inform our 

outreach survey 

and provide 

guidance to this 

critical ministry. 

Outreach Survey Results 

St. George’s launches new pastoral care team 

already excellent support 

system within St. 

George’s. The team is not 

a substitute for Connie’s 

pastoral care or for the 

loving outreach we pro-

vide to one another. It’s 

one more way we are 

building our future as a 

growing, thriving parish. 

- Mary Frances Bruce 

new team has been 

formed to help Connie. 

The team will be availa-

ble to help provide care to 

others, and to be availa-

ble when Connie is away.  

If you have a pastoral 

concern, you can bring it 

to Connie as always or 

call the office in an emer-

gency. When Connie is 

away, a member of the 

team will be the contact 

for requests. More infor-

mation will be provided 

about that as plans are 

developed.  

The pastoral care team 

includes people most of 

you already know well: 

Josephine Ross, Joanne 

Prosser, Terry Doyle and 

Mary Frances Bruce.  

Our pastoral care team al

-lows us to build upon an 

One of the wonderful 

things about St. George’s 

is the way we reach out to 

care for one another. 

Whether it’s a happy occa-

sion, like welcoming a 

new baby, or loving care 

for someone in a time of 

crisis, we don’t hesitate to 

be present to one another 

in love.   

Another wonderful gift to 

our community is our rec-

tor, Connie, who lives her 

commitment to the parish 

in many ways, including 

her wonderful pastoral 

care for all of us. Connie’s 

ministry is the linchpin of 

our pastoral care, but as 

we’ve grown, our pastoral 

care needs have also 

grown.  

To ensure we can meet 

our needs in the future, a 
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Join us this 

Season of 

Creation for our 

annual camping 

trip! Come for 

one night or 

both, or just join 

us Saturday for a 

film or Sunday 

for 10am service. 

St. George’s Camping Trip September 19-21, Greenbelt 
National Park  

pected to bring their own 

food and camping equip-

ment.  We will be gather-

ing in sites in Loop B 

which is the first camping 

area on the left after en-

tering the campground 

portion of the park. 

If you are not interested 

in camping but want to 

participate in some of the 

fellowship opportunities 

during the weekend, 

there are two events we 

hope you will consider 

attending.  On Saturday 

evening, September 20, 

from 6 pm—10 pm we 

will gather in the 

“Campfire Circle” located 

off of Loop B between 

sites 60 and 61 to share 

some worship and enter-

tainment.   

We will have a seasonal 

based liturgy led by St. 

George’s members, fol-

lowed by a campfire, 

S’mores, drinks, and the 

Disney/Pixar movie 

“WALL*E”.   

On Sunday morning, Sep-

tember 21, we will have 

our regular 10am Sunday 

Holy Eucharist service at 

the same “Campfire Cir-

cle” off of Loop B.  The 8 

am service will be held at 

St. George’s as usual.  

There is plenty of parking 

on the B loop and hospi-

tality will be served there 

immediately after the ser-

vice is over.  For non-

campers, there will be 

signs posted along the 

park road leading to the 

campground area for you 

to follow to the correct 

location.   

If you need any further 

information, please call 

me, Roy Peterson, on my 

cell phone at 202-215-

6878 or email me at 

rpeterson@avtekstaffing. 

com  I hope to see many 

of you there for some or 

all of the festivities! 

Members of St. George’s 

are spending the third 

weekend of September 

camping at Greenbelt Na-

tional Park.   

The park is located just 

4.5 miles down Greenbelt 

road from the church. The 

address is 6565 Greenbelt 

Road and the entrance to 

the park is directly across 

from the TGI Friday’s 

Restaurant and Capital 

Cadillac.   

There are tent and RV 

spaces available for just 

$16 per night per 

space.  All campers will be 

required to pay their own 

site fees at the Ranger 

Station at the 

campground entrance.   

Most people will be arriv-

ing in the late afternoon 

and early evening hours 

of Friday, September 19 

and some will only be 

spending one of the two 

nights there.  Everyone 

who is interested is ex-
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Gaywood School Supply Drive 

please think of the kids at 

Gaywood. Anything you 

can donate would be 

much appreciated.  

Thanks for your contin-

ued support!  

entrance of the church for 

everyone to drop off sup-

plies.  

So, as you're doing your 

school supply shopping 

this year or if you just 

happen to be at Staples, 

Once again, St. George's 

will be holding a school 

supply drive for Gaywood 

Elementary School in 

Lanham. Throughout the 

month of August, a con-

tainer will be near the 

Adult Education 

this fall will focus 

on the Apocrypha 

and the Gospel of 

Mark. Join us for 

either or both 

programs! 

Adult Education  Opportunities for This Fall – Learn More 
About the Bible! 

Mark along with support-

ing materials, and get 

intimately familiar with 

Mark’s story of Jesus and 

the disciples.  The pro-

gram will meet mostly on 

Tuesdays, with the occa-

sional Thursday class.   

Again, all are welcome to 

participate.  You do not 

need any familiarity with 

the bible to attend either 

program.  

Look for sign up sheets in 

September.  If you have 

any questions, you can 

speak with Jeffrey Wil-

liams, Terry Doyle, or 

Connie+. 

tradition, what is in them 

– this is your opportunity 

to find out.   

On Sundays at 9:00am 

beginning on September 

14 and running through 

December, we will explore 

the Apocrypha, answer 

these questions (we hope) 

and have an interesting 

learning experience.  Eve-

ryone is welcome to par-

ticipate. 

There will also be an in-

depth study of the Gospel 

of Mark, starting on 

Tuesday October 21 and 

going until May.  We will 

read short sections of 

There are two educational 

opportunities coming up 

this fall that involve study 

of the scriptures.  One is a 

study of the Apocrypha, 

and one is on the Gospel 

of Mark. 

If you don’t know what 

the Apocrypha is, not to 

worry, you are not alone!  

These are the books that 

show up in the middle of 

most bibles, in between 

the Old and the New Tes-

taments.  If you have ever 

wondered about those 

books – what they are, 

where they came from, 

why they are there, how 

they are viewed by the 

Thank you to all 

the volunteers who 

painted the 

Gaywood Library! 

Please consider 

supporting our 

back to school 

supply drive. 
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 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

Having a Ball! 

And don’t forget our annu-

al St. George's outing with 

the Nationals this year is 

Friday August 22, when 

the Nationals play the 

San Francisco Giants.   

Game time is 7:05 

pm.  Tickets will be in the 

Infield Gallery and will be 

$24 per seat if we get at 

least 25 people to attend.   

Please  call or text St. 

George's Summer Fun Co-

ordinator Carol Thomas at 

301-641-4152  if you are 

interested in attend-

ing.  Hope to see you 

there! 

From game night to a 

night at the ballpark, St. 

George’s knows how to 

have a fun time! 

A big thank you to every-

one who came our for 

game night last month. A 

good time was had by all.  


