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Letter from the Rector  

the scriptures, ‘They 

will look on the one 

whom they have 

pierced.’ 

I always find this a 

poignant though sad 

end to what is of course 

one of our most power-

ful and difficult orsto-

ries, that of Jesus’ 

death.  Those words are 

almost haunting: ‘They 

Dear Friends, 

At the conclusion of the 

Good Friday reading of 

the Passion, after Jesus 

has died on the cross, 

the writer of John’s gos-

pel describes one of the 

Roman soldiers who 

crucified Jesus piercing 

Jesus’ side with his 

sword.  John tells us 

that this was to fulfill 

will look on the one 

whom they have pierced.’ 

Since John tells us that 

this happens in order to 

fulfill the scriptures, I 

recently looked up the 

reference; it’s from the 

book of Zechariah, chap-

ter 12, verse 10.  That 

passage says, “And I 

will pour out a spirit of       

     (continued on page 2) 

Holy Week 2015 

service with dinner is 

held in the sanctuary. 

We eat, sharing Holy 

Communion, and follow 

Jesus’ example and new 

commandment with 

foot washing.  Next 

comes the stripping of 

the altar, the proces-

sion to the chapel, and 

the start of the Maundy 

Thursday Watch. 

Maundy Thursday 

Watch 

“Could you not watch 

with me one hour?”  

This is Jesus’ question 

to the disciples, when 

Tenebrae - 7:00 pm 

Wednesday, April 1 

This is a prayer service 

in the Chapel, featuring 

readings from the 

psalms and the book of 

Lamentations.  Candles 

are extinguished during 

the service, symbolically 

marking getting closer 

to Jesus’ death, until we 

are left in darkness and 

leave in silence.  

Maundy Thursday 

dinner and service – 

7:00 pm Thursday, 

April 2 

The Maundy Thursday 

he goes off to pray in the 

Garden before his ar-

rest.  You are invited to 

sign up for an hour to 

come and watch and 

pray, in the Chapel dur-

ing the night of Maundy 

Thursday between 10 

pm and 7 am. 

Good Friday - 12 noon 

and 7:30 pm April 3 

The Good Friday service 

features the reading the 

Passion according to 

John as we celebrate the 

solemn liturgy and are 

witnesses to Jesus’  

     (continued on page 6) 
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compassion and supplica-

tion on the house of David 

and the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem, so that, when 

they look on the one 

whom they have pierced, 

they shall mourn for him, 

as one mourns for an only 

child, and weep bitterly 

over him, as one weeps 

over a firstborn.” 

That John knew what he 

was doing, referencing 

this passage.  It too is a 

powerful verse of scrip-

ture, also haunting, as we 

reflect on Jesus’ death 

and how our mourning for 

him might join in with 

generations of mourning 

over Jesus’ death, includ-

ing those women, friends, 

disciples who were Jesus’ 

closest friends and there 

with him when he died 

and in the aftermath. 

I offer these passages for 

our reflection as we get 

ready to move into Holy 

Week, this end of March 

and early in April.  All of 

the information you need 

to fully participate in any 

and all aspects of this 

most sacred time in our 

church year is contained 

in this newsletter; I hope 

you will be there for as 

many services as possible.   

The experience of Holy 

Week is one of the most 

important we have as a 

community of faith, as we 

walk with Jesus and with 

each other through his 

final days, his death, and 

at last, his resurrection.  

It is an experience I look 

forward to sharing with 

you every year – and on a 

personal note, this is my 

tenth Holy Week at St. 

George’s! 

As we share this sacred 

time, as we move into 

Eastertide on April 5 and 

beyond, I pray for us all to 

have a spiritually mean-

ingful experience, one 

that engages us deeply 

and enhances our rela-

tionships with God, and 

with Jesus Christ, our 

crucified and risen Lord. 

Blessings, 

Connie+ 

Did You Know? 

clude college campus min-

istries, Episcopal schools, 

and special ministries for 

youth and seniors.  

They also support social 

justice initiatives on pov-

erty, gun violence and 

immigration.  It may also 

be used to help other par-

ishes that have special 

financial needs. And fi-

nally, the Diocese also 

donates funds to the na-

tional church, helping 

with its financial needs.  

For more about the Epis-

copal Diocese of Washing-

ton, go to www.edow.org. 

committed to increasing 

our pledge, which is de-

termined as percentage of 

our Normal Operating 

Income, striving to 

achieve a tithe of 10%. 

For 2014 and 2015, we 

have increased it by 0.5% 

each year, and it current-

ly is at 8%, or $20,300.  

Our pledge to the Diocese 

is used in many ways. It 

helps with the adminis-

trative costs for the Bish-

op and Church House 

staff, and it supports ac-

tivities that benefit the 

entire Diocese. These in-

That St. George’s pledges 

to the Diocese of Washing-

ton every year? Just as 

you pledge to this congre-

gation, our parish pledges 

to the larger church 

through the Diocese.  

As part of the Episcopal 

Church, our parish is part 

of an organized structure. 

We are members of the 

Diocese of Washington, 

which is a member of the 

Episcopal Church USA, 

which in turn is a part of 

the Anglican Communion.  

Over the past few years, 

St. George’s vestry has 
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We can all be 

inspired by the 

Saints to be more 

loving, joyful, and 

committed to 

others and God’s 

word. 

Sunday School Dates in April 

We meet at 9:00 am in 

the classrooms down-

stairs and all are invited 

to participate. 

Sunday School meets 

April 12 and 26 for ages 4 

through high school.  

The Communion of Saints 

lished in Holy Women, 

Holy Men: Celebrating 

the Saints (which can be 

downloaded online).  Re-

cently Thurgood Marshall 

was nominated by Mary-

land dioceses and elected.   

The Adult Forum has 

been celebrating some of 

these saints during Sun-

days in Lent.  These 

saints can inspire and 

challenge each of us to be 

more saint-like by exhib-

iting some of the charac-

teristics for which they 

were nominated and 

elected.   

While few of us will be 

challenged to witness to 

God in Christ against the 

odds (thus becoming mar-

tyrs), we can all be more 

loving and joyful, serve 

and work for the good of 

others, and grow in our 

discipline of prayer and 

meditation upon God’s 

Word.   

I am thankful for these 

saints and the examples 

they set for us as individ-

uals and members of the 

St. George’s community. 

- Tim Dangel 

were remembering.   

When I became an Epis-

copalian, I discovered 

many new saints to cele-

brate and to be inspired 

by.  These saints have 

been part of the Episcopal 

Church since the first 

publication of the Book of 

Common Prayer and are 

listed on specific dates on 

the church calendar.   

Since 1964 the Episcopal 

Church began to expand 

the calendar and include 

additional names of 

“those faithful departed 

who were extraordinary 

or even heroic servants of 

God.”  The list is varied 

and extensive and in-

cludes individuals such as 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a 

Lutheran minister who 

was martyred for resist-

ing the Nazis; the gospel 

writer St. Mark; the suf-

fragettes, Elizabeth Cady 

Stanton, Amelia Bloomer, 

and Sojourner Truth; and 

the composers, Bach and 

Handel.  

Additional saints are add-

ed regularly at national 

conventions of the Episco-

pal Church and are pub-

Each time we recite the 

apostle’s creed, we say, “I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of 

saints…”  While I have 

said that I believed in the 

communion of saints ever 

since I first learned the 

creed, I was never really 

sure of who these saints 

were and why they were 

important, except, per-

haps, for the disciples and 

apostles, like Saints Peter 

and Paul.   

I knew my Catholic cous-

ins had additional saints 

because of the medals 

they wore, and the statues 

in their cars, churches, 

and homes.   

My family was Lutheran 

and I also knew that one 

of Martin Luther’s major 

themes in his writings 

was the “sainthood of all 

believers.” I was not clear 

what this meant either.  

Lutherans always made a 

special focus on saints 

around November 1 (All 

Saint’s Day).  These 

saints were the family 

members and friends who 

had died and whom we 
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Adult Education after Easter – Religions around the World 

Judaism as well as a few 

Ancient Religions and 

Traditional Religions 

which may offer a few 

surprising insights.  

Join us as we discover the 

similarities in the many 

paths to enlightenment. 

Even if you cannot make 

every session, come and 

sit in when you can.  

ers during our 9:00 hour 

Sunday Adult Education 

Class. From April 12 – 

May 24, we will learn 

about several prominent 

religions. We will focus on 

the origin, beliefs, and 

practices of Hinduism, 

Jainism, Sikhism, Bud-

dhism, Shinto, Confucian-

ism, Daoism, Islam, and 

Summer 2015 Youth Mission Trip is On! 

Did you know that one of 

the most important liter-

ary works in Hinduism is 

a 200,000 line poem? Did 

you know that Sikhism 

was founded by one per-

son’s simple desire to get 

close to God and to do 

God’s will?  

Come and further explore 

these facts and many oth-

would like some motivat-

ed young people to work 

for you in exchange for a 

donation towards their 

trip, feel free to let them 

know!   

We are very excited for 

this opportunity and look 

forward to sharing the 

experience with the con-

gregation. 

ing, and other kinds of 

help for those in need in 

this area.  You will have 

opportunity to support 

our youth as they raise 

money for the trip, so look 

for announcements about 

the specific things they 

are doing.   

Also if you have a project 

you need help with and 

This July, from the 12 – 

17, the St. George’s youth 

will be headed to the Ap-

palachian Mountain re-

gion, Lincoln County West 

Virginia, for a service trip.   

This is a rural area of 

high poverty, and our 

young people will be 

working with children, 

doing yard work or paint-

St. George’s Yard Sale—Saturday May 2, 8am-1pm 

must pack and perhaps 

haul the extra stuff to a 

donation center.  We may 

get a donation center to 

help, so if we need trail-

ers or vans it will be an-

nounced.  

If you have any questions, 

contact Gene Ferrick 

at gene@umd.edu or 443-

812-6846; Mary Koster 

at maryflairdc@yahoo.co

m or 202-251-8894; or 

Carol Thomas at car-

olandrose@verizon.net.  

help on the day of the 

yard sale.  A sign up 

sheet will be posted in the 

narthex.  

Your delicious baked 

goods should be individu-

ally wrapped and brought 

on Friday or Satur-

day.  We need donations 

of hotdogs - burgers (meat 

and veggie), buns, soda, 

and water.  

BIG HELP will be needed 

at 1pm on Saturday at 

the end of the sale as we 

Make room for new shoes 

and clothes! Make room 

for your car! How? Empty 

your closets, basement, 

and garage of the extra 

“stuff’ that might fetch a 

little money for St. 

George’s.  

Bring the items to Miller 

Hall from Tuesday April 

28 through Friday May 1, 

7-9pm.  We are looking for 

volunteers to help organ-

ize the “stuff” or bake 

goodies or post flyers or 

Adult education 

will pick up 

Sundays at 9am 

after Easter. Join 

us the 12, 19, and 

26 as we explore 

the world’s 

religions. 
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Join us for an 

inspiring 

production of the 

Gospel of Mark, 

with Tracy 

Radosevic, an 

internationally 

acclaimed 

storyteller and 

educator. 

Performance of the Gospel of Mark at St. George’s— 
Friday May 15, 7pm 

came with Connie’s class 

to their visit to Jacob’s 

Well, where Jesus en-

countered the Samaritan 

woman, and told that sto-

ry on site.  It was a re-

markable experience and 

Connie is very pleased to 

learn that Tracy is cen-

tered in Baltimore and 

was able to come to St. 

George’s.   

This is an experience you 

do not want to miss. Mark 

is the shortest gospel and 

some scholars believe was 

originally written as a 

drama, meant to be acted 

out.  Seeing the gospel 

performed will change 

how you hear Mark.   

So, as Jesus would say, 

come and see.  Put Fri-

day, May 15th on your 

calendar and plan to at-

tend a wonderful evening.  

Invite friends and family.  

The performance is being 

funded/underwritten so 

that we are able to offer it 

free of charge, making it 

accessible for everyone.  

Come and see – and be 

prepared to be awed! 

work comes through 

churches and religious 

organizations. Working 

across denominational 

lines, Tracy puts to good 

use the extensive training 

she received while work-

ing as a Director of Chris-

tian Education at First 

United Methodist Church 

in Cherryville, NC, as an 

adjunct professor at East 

Tennessee State Univer-

sity, as Artist-in-Resident 

at Mt. Vernon Place Unit-

ed Methodist Church in 

Baltimore, MD, as well as 

from her extensive educa-

tion.  

Tracy hails from Canton, 

Ohio but currently lives 

in Baltimore, MD. She is 

a member of the National 

Storytelling Network and 

the Network of Biblical 

Storytellers. She now the 

Dean of the Academy for 

Biblical Storytellers. 

Connie+ met Tracy briefly 

on her trip to Israel; Tra-

cy is a friend of the course 

leader at St. George’s Col-

lege in Jerusalem.  She 

St. George’s is very 

pleased to be able to offer 

a wonderful night with 

biblical Storyteller Tracy 

Radosevic as she performs 

the Gospel of Mark.  The 

performance begins at 

7pm and will be followed 

at approximately 9:30 

with a reception in Miller 

Hall.    

Why should you come?  To 

see the gospel come to life.  

To see and hear the scrip-

tures embodied as they 

were originally told, as 

stories rather than as 

words on the page.   

Here is some info about 

Tracy:  “Tracy is a dynam-

ic, energetic, internation-

ally-acclaimed storyteller, 

educator, and retreat fa-

cilitator. Since 1991 she 

has traveled all over the 

United States, as well as 

to several foreign coun-

tries, bringing her special 

brand of humor, insight, 

and faith to audiences of 

all ages through the pow-

er of narrative.  

The vast majority of her 

Potluck to Celebrate St. George’s Day – Thursday April 23 

George and our communi-

ty!  

After Easter, look for the 

signup sheet in the nar-

thex so we’ll know what 

you are bringing. 

We will gather in Miller 

Hall at 7:00 pm for a time 

of fun and fellowship (and 

food!)  Plan to bring a 

dish to share, from your 

cultural heritage if possi-

ble, and celebrate St. 

St. George is our patron 

saint and his feast day is 

April 23.  This year we 

are planning a potluck 

supper to celebrate St. 

George’s Day.   
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 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

Holy Week (cont.) 

new our baptismal vows, 

and celebrate the first Eu-

charist of Easter, in a cele-

bration of the resurrec-

tion.  Bring food to share 

for a reception and first 

Easter celebration follow-

ing the service! 

Easter Sunday services 

– 8 and 10 am April 5 

The celebration of Christ’s 

resurrection will continue 

on Easter Sunday, with 

great joy that the powers 

of death have been defeat-

ed and that God’s love has 

once again emerged victo-

rious.  Come and celebrate 

in prayer, singing, and the 

joyful return of the kids’ 

instruments! 

(continued from page 1)

crucifixion. The 7:30 p.m. 

service also features the 

reading of the Passion 

from John interspersed 

with poetry and music. 

The reserved sacrament is 

consumed at this service.   

The Eggstravaganza 

and Preparing the 

Space –  starting at 9 

am Saturday, April 4 

Holy Saturday is a day of 

preparation, and we ob-

serve this day in two im-

portant ways.  One is by 

preparing the space and 

decorating the church for 

Easter – putting the 

chairs in place, setting the 

altar, getting the flowers     

together. Please come and 

lend a hand. 

The other way is by deco-

rating the eggs to be used 

in the Easter egg hunt on 

Sunday.  This is an inter-

generational event, and 

all children and adults are 

invited to come and partic-

ipate beginning at 10:00 

am with lunch after all 

the eggs are dyed! 

The Great Vigil of  

Easter – 8:30 pm       

Saturday, April 4 

This is the single most 

sacred service of the en-

tire year.  We kindle the 

new fire, hear the story of 

our salvation history, re-


