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Holy Week 2014: St. George’s Episcopal Church 

service with dinner is 

held in the sanctuary. 

We eat, sharing Holy 

Communion, and follow 

Jesus’ example and new 

commandment with 

footwashing.  Next 

comes the stripping of 

the altar, the proces-

sion to the chapel, and 

the start of the Maundy 

Thursday Watch. 

Maundy Thursday 

Watch 

“Could you not watch 

with me one hour?”  

This is Jesus’ question 

to the disciples, when 

he goes off to pray in 

the Garden before his 

arrest.  You are invited 

to sign up for an hour to 

come and watch and 

pray, in the Chapel dur-

ing the night of Maun-

dy Thursday between 

10 pm and 7 am. 

Good Friday - 12 

noon and 7:30 pm, 

April 18 

The Good Friday ser-

vice features the read-

ing the Passion accord-

ing to John as we cele-

Palm Sunday  - 8 & 10 

am, Sunday April 13 

The 8:00 service will be 

a Prayer Book service, 

with Blessing of Palms 

and Holy Eucharist; at 

10:00 we will bless the 

palms, process, sing and 

celebrate!  There will be 

special music, special 

telling of the Passion 

story, and a dramatic 

and powerful celebra-

tion of this doorway into 

Holy Week. 

A Service of Tene-

brae -  7:00 pm, 

Wednesday April 16 

This is a prayer service 

in the Chapel, featuring 

readings from the 

psalms and the book of 

Lamentations.  Candles 

are extinguished during 

the service, symbolically 

marking getting closer 

to Jesus’ death, until we 

are left in darkness and 

leave in silence.  

Maundy Thursday 

dinner and service – 

7:00 pm, Thursday 

April 17 

The Maundy Thursday 

brate the solemn liturgy 

and are witnesses to Je-

sus’ crucifixion. 

The 7:30 p.m. service 

also features the read-

ing of the Passion from 

John interspersed with 

poetry and music. The 

reserved sacrament is 

consumed at this ser-

vice.   

The Eggstravaganza 

and Preparing the 

Space – starting 9am, 

Saturday April 19 

Holy Saturday is a day 

of preparation, and we 

observe this day in two 

important ways.  One is 

by preparing the space 

and decorating the 

church for Easter – put-

ting the chairs in place, 

setting the altar, getting 

the flowers together. 

Please come and lend a 

hand. 

The other way is by dec-

orating the eggs to be 

used in the Easter egg 

hunt on Sunday.  This is 

an intergenerational 

event, and all children  

     (continued on page 2) 

April Dates: 

 5; Tabletop Day 

 6; Member Survey 

 6/7; The Story 

 13; Palm Sunday;        

Sunday School 

 13/14; The Story 

 16; Tenebrae 

 17; Maudy Thursday 

 18; Good Friday 

 19; Eggstravaganza & 

Preparing the Space;  

Easter Vigil 

 20; Easter Services 

 21/27; The Story 

 27; St. George’s Day  

 27; Sunday School 

 Coming up: 

May 10; Yard Sale  

May 17; Confirmation at 

National Cathedral, 10am 

June 8; Pentecost, Last Sun-

day School, Intern’l Potluck  

October 18; Fall Party 
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the Sunday of the Resur-

rection on April 20. 

This is the holiest time of 

our church year.  It is an 

opportunity to meet Jesus 

in his love, his suffering, 

his death and his new life.  

Walking in his way is 

meant to be a challenge, 

an inspiration, and an act 

of love.  As we walk with 

him, the hope is that we 

get to know him more 

deeply, and that that 

knowledge infuses our 

Easter celebration with a 

most meaningful joy. 

I hope that I will see you 

this Holy Week as we 

walk together, following 

in the way of Jesus, the 

one whom we know as 

Christ and Lord. 

Blessings, 

Connie+ 

Dear Friends, 

This Lent I have been do-

ing much reflecting on 

how we get to know Jesus 

– not how we know about 

Jesus, but how we know 

Jesus.  The stories we 

have heard these weeks 

from the gospel not only 

give us information, but 

also invite us into rela-

tionship. 

As Lent gives way to Holy 

Week this April, we are 

invited to get to know Je-

sus even more through 

the journey he takes in 

his final days.  We are 

invited to accompany him 

into Jerusalem, waving 

our Palms on Palm Sun-

day; to that upper room 

where he ate his last meal 

with his friends on Mandy 

Thursday, and gave them 

the commandment to love 

each other as he loved 

them, showing that love 

by washing their feet.  We 

are invited to journey 

with him as he is be-

trayed and arrested, con-

demned by Pilate and 

hung on a cross, and as he 

breathes his last on Good 

Friday. 

Finally, we are invited to 

wait out the time before 

we gather in darkness to 

kindle new fire, hear the 

stories of our salvation 

history, and proclaim the 

Easter gospel as we hear 

again the enduring words, 

“He is not here; he has 

been raised.”   

The Great Vigil of Easter 

on April 19 will also be a 

celebration of baptism, as 

we welcome into the fami-

ly of God Norah Matson 

and Benjamin Tobias.  

The Easter festival con-

tinues with services on 

(continued from page 1)

and adults are invited to 

come and participate be-

ginning at 10:00 am with 

lunch after all the eggs 

are dyed! 

The Great Vigil of East-

er – 8:30 pm, Saturday 

April 19 

This is the single most 

sacred service of the en-

tire year.  We kindle the 

new fire, hear the story of 

our salvation history, re-

new our baptismal vows, 

and celebrate the first 

Eucharist of Easter, in a 

celebration of the resur-

rection.  Bring food to 

share for a reception and 

first Easter celebration 

following the service! 

Easter Sunday Ser-

vices – 8 and 10 am 

April 20 

The celebration of 

Christ’s resurrection will 

continue on Easter Sun-

day, with great joy that 

the powers of death have 

been defeated and that 

God’s love has once again 

emerged victorious.  

Come and celebrate in 

prayer, singing, and the 

joyful return of the kids’ 

instruments! 

Holy Week (continued) 
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Lenten devotion 

should not just be 

a token sacrifice. 

Help find 

meaning in the act 

by volunteering or 

taking time to 

pray and 

remember the 

sacrifice Jesus 

made for us. 

For Lent this year, I de-

cided to give up doing 

something I really enjoy: 

watching television.  For 

me, this is a big deal. Not 

only because I am a self-

professed television junk-

ie (thank you, DVR and 

Verizon On-Demand) but 

I had, long ago, given up 

on giving up.  

The supposed sacrifice 

has lost its meaning for 

me and become self-

serving.  I would give up 

sweets or some other 

thing but it always had 

an “added benefit” for me; 

a “self-improvement an-

gle”. Of course, there isn’t 

anything wrong with try-

ing to improve yourself, 

but a Lenten fast needed 

to have a deeper meaning 

for me—something that 

brought me closer to 

Christ’s teaching and ex-

ample.  

I decide to add an activi-

ty, such as volunteering, 

instead of giving some-

thing up. This felt like 

more of a sacrifice; giving 

up my time in service to 

others. I felt that this was 

living out Jesus’ com-

mandment to love and 

serve our neighbor.  

As I contemplated a Holy 

Lent and my personal 

Lenten devotion, I 

thought about my week 

and how I could use my 

free time better in service 

to my family, friends and 

the wider-community. I 

thought about how I was 

spending much of my 

downtime.  

I realized that I was 

“vegging out” in front of 

the TV very often. I did a 

quick calculation of the 

amount of time wasted 

watching television and it 

came out to an astonish-

ing amount. So, I made 

the decision to give it up 

and spend the time read-

ing my Book of Common 

Prayer, learning about 

the saints in Lent Mad-

ness, journaling, doing 

work around my house, 

and spending quality time 

with my family and 

friends.  

So far, the experience has 

been very rewarding but 

not without its challeng-

es. Have I been 100% per-

fect? No. Have I been 

tempted to turn on a fa-

vorite show after a long 

tough day at work? Yes. 

But it’s the effort I am 

making that counts.  

I have been very sur-

prised by the amount that 

I have missed in not be-

ing fully engaged in my 

life. In the last few weeks, 

I’ve reconnected with old 

friends, read daily Lenten 

reflections, and taken 

care of work I was avoid-

ing. I have become more 

engaged in this life God 

has given me. I have been 

able to see the blessing in 

my life and to be a bless-

ing in others’ lives.   

I came across this prayer 

recently and I have been 

reading it every morning.  

I feel it is a good remind-

er to always be open to 

God’s love and His voice. 

Loving God, Caring par-

ent, I am a child who so 

often turns my back on 

your love.  Please accept 

my small acts of sorrow 

today and help to release 

me from the self-

absorption that closes my 

heart to you.  As I journey 

through Lent, let me re-

member the feast you have 

prepared for me in the 

resurrection and let me be 

filled with thanks to you. 

- Mary Koster 

Lenten Devotion 
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St. George’s Day Celebration Sunday, April 27 

It is that time of year 

again – St. George’s day 

is coming!   

We will celebrate our pa-

tron saint on Sunday, 

April 27 with the telling 

of the story of St. George 

and the dragon.   

St. George was a third 

century solider and mar-

tyr; who became known 

for a story of him slaying 

a dragon and bringing a 

town to the Christian 

faith.   

He is also the patron 

saint of England, and the 

distinctive red cross and 

white background is 

known as the ‘St. 

George’s Cross.’ 

On April 6 take 

our survey to let us 

know what you are 

passionate about, 

so we can turn 

your passion into 

action! 

Tell Us Your Passion 

organized, and the com-

mittee will use the data 

we collect to understand 

what’s most important to 

our parish. 

The questionnaire won’t 

be the last word on our 

ministries but will be a 

way for us to identify 

what is most important to 

our parish community. If 

you’d like to serve on the 

committee, please contact 

Karen Horrocks or Mary 

Frances Bruce. 

As a first step, you’ve got 

a great opportunity share 

what is most important to 

you. Take a few minutes 

after church on Sunday, 

April 6 to fill out the sur-

vey. This information will 

help us transform passion 

into action. 

questionnaire that will 

help us focus our out-

reach and social justice 

efforts over the next year 

or longer. Our parish con-

tinues to grow. We have 

new financial resources 

thanks to your gifts to the 

Ensuring our Future 

(EoF) campaign.  

We can use this moment 

to expand our commit-

ment to the community 

outside our church doors. 

This is your chance to 

help build our outreach 

and social justice minis-

tries. If you can’t attend 

services that day, call the 

office and we’ll get a ques-

tionnaire to you.  

We’re also working to get 

the Outreach and Social 

Justice EoF committee 

What are you passionate 

about when you think 

about outreach and social 

justice? Tell us what real-

ly matters to you April 6! 

St. George’s members 

have many passionate 

concerns, like animal wel-

fare, poverty, and the en-

vironment. We’ve helped 

change the world around 

us with our efforts.  

Whether it’s representing 

a loving Christianity at 

the Pride parade, making 

chili for Safe Haven, bik-

ing with the Sandy Hook 

riders, or leaping into the 

icy Potomac, our commu-

nity has a culture of step-

ping forward to make the 

world a better place.  

On April 6 after both ser-

vices you can complete a 

Sunday School Dates in April 

at 9:00 am.  All are invit-

ed to participate. 

Classes for ages four 

through high school begin 

Sunday School will be 

held April 13 and 27. 
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Session 5 of The 

Story will be held 

Sundays, Monday, 

Tuesdays during 

April. Come 

explore your faith 

with us! 

Bible Study The Story Continues with Session 5 

of God - Matthew 17; 21; 

Mark 8-12; 14; Luke 9; 

22; John 7-8; 11-12 

April 13, 14: The Hour of 

Darkness-Matthew 26-27; 

Mark 14-15; Luke 22-23; 

John 13-14; 16-19 

April 21, 27: The Resur-

rection - Matthew 27-28; 

Mark 16; Luke 24; John 

19-21 

mornings at 9:00 am, and 

Mondays and Tuesdays at 

7 pm. 

The dates listed below are 

Sunday and Monday 

dates; for Tuesday dates 

and specific classes, 

please speak with Terry 

Doyle. 

Jesus the Christ 

April 6, 7: Jesus, the Son 

The Bible study program 

The Story continues as we 

finish our exploration of 

the Hebrew Scriptures 

and move into the New 

Testament and specifical-

ly this next session about 

Jesus. All are welcome to 

join at any time!  

There are three study 

groups, meeting Sunday 

International Tabletop Day 

on that day.  Stop by any 

time during those hours 

and bring your friends 

and your favorite games, 

whether it's a classic that 

everyone would love, or a 

newer game that you 

think people would like.   

It doesn't even have to be 

a boxed board game, a 

simple deck of cards cre-

ate so many possible 

games to play with 

friends.  We will have 

several games on hand as 

well so there should be 

something for everyone of 

any age.  Simply put, 

have fun!   

If you would like more 

information, shoot me an 

E-mail at theblack-

dog@gmail.com or give me 

a call at 301-356-3996.  

Hope to see you on April 

5th! 

- Michael Mangiapane 

ed all the time, a move-

ment has been started to 

raise awareness of what 

games are out there and 

to get people out to play.   

International Tabletop 

Day is a day to encourage 

people to go and play tab-

letop games.  They 

strongly encourage people 

to hold events in their 

community and invite 

friends to participate.   

For St. Georges, there are 

a number of people in the 

congregation that love to 

play various games, and 

I'm willing to bet that 

there are others in the 

surrounding communities 

who do the same. 

International Tabletop 

Day takes place on Satur-

day, April 5 this year.  We 

are going to hold an open 

gaming event in Miller 

Hall from 11 AM – 6 PM 

Board games, card games, 

and other forms of tab-

letop gaming have en-

joyed a renaissance in the 

last few years.  We have 

gone from the classics like 

Monopoly, Yahtzee, and 

Sorry, to Settlers of 

Catan, Ticket to Ride, and 

Fluxx.  No matter what 

kind of game you're into, 

you can now find several 

different ways to play.   

Tabletop gaming is also 

just plain fun, especially 

because it's an opportuni-

ty to hang out with your 

friends and either have 

some friendly competition 

or cooperation, depending 

on your goals.  The best 

part is, each game you 

play turns out different so 

you get to learn to think 

fast on your feet. 

With so many interesting 

games currently available 

and new ones being creat-
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 Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of St. George’s 

is to build a Christian      

community of love and    

support that actively seeks 

and includes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 

spiritual growth through 

worship and education 

that empowers us to follow 

Christ’s example in the 

world. 

St. George¹s Yard Sale—Saturday May 10, 2014, 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

hotdogs - burgers (meat 

and veggie), buns, soda, 

and water.  

BIG HELP will be needed 

at 1pm on Saturday at the 

end of the sale as we must 

pack and perhaps haul the 

extra stuff to a donation 

center.  We may get a do-

nation center to help, so if 

we need trailers or vans it 

will be announced. 

If you have any questions, 

contact Gene “I’ll empty 

my garage” Ferrick at 

gene@umd.edu or 443-812

-6846 or Mary "I refinish 

yard sale furniture" 

Koster at maryflairdc@ 

yahoo.com or 202-251-

8894.  

Make room for new shoes 

and clothes! Make room 

for your car! How? Empty 

your closets, basement, 

and garage of the extra 

³stuff¹ that might fetch a 

little money for St. 

George¹s.  

Bring the items to Miller 

Hall from Tuesday 

May 6 through Friday 

May 9, 7-9pm.   

We are looking for volun-

teers to help organize the 

“stuff” or bake goodies or 

post flyers or help on the 

day of the yard sale.  A 

sign up sheet will be post-

ed in the narthex. Your 

delicious baked goods 

should be individually 

wrapped and brought on 

Friday or Saturday.   

We need donations of 


